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PREFACE. 



A 



S it is coftomary for a perfon who publifhes a 
book to affign his reafbns foHb doing ; in conformity 
to this cuftom I with all humility offer mine, which 
are four. 

The firil is, the fcaroity of the prefent Hiflories of 
the Town. 

The fecond, the length of time elapfed iince their 
publication. 

The third is, that chiefly by methodizing and pru- 
ning the redundancies of our bed ^iftoxian, I might 
prefent the inhabitants with a Hidory lefs exception- 
able than any preceding one. 

The lall, tho' not the lead, is — my own private 
emolument. 

But as egotifm is a figure of fpeech which no reader 
is fond of, and myfelf being as little fond of it as any 
reader, I ihall not dwell on this, but infill on the three 
former heads only. 

Their ^fcarcity is very eminent to every enquirer; 
Mr. Butcberf who was town-clerk, publifhed his Sur* 
vcy* of gc pages, 81/^, in 1 646, which is extremely 
4i£c<ik of procuring. 
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Mr. HovDgrave^ an apothecary and printer of this 
town, next printed his Hiftory in 1726, a 4/0 of 108 
pages only, at half-a-crown fubfcription, which has 
been long oat of print, this I remember feeing not 
long fince in a bookseller's cttalogne, at the exorbi- 
tant price of fifteen (hillings. 

The Rev. Francis Peck^ a native of Stamford^ and 
redlor of Godehy in Leicefterjhire, publifhed his Aiinals 
in folio in 1727, at the end of which he not only 
added all Mr. Butcher^ s Survey, but alfoTwo Letters 
on the fame fubje^, written by the Rev. IP, Forfter^ 
redlor of Sr. MUhaeVs parifh, and afterwards of St« 
QUment Danes in London* 

But the original price of his book muft nece/farily 
have excluded a great part of the inhabitants from 
reading it, for as it contains forty-one copper plates, 
it was published by fubicription at thirty fhillings the 
foialler, and two guineas the larger, paper : he had 
295 fubfcribers, who purchafed 414 books. 

It being, as we have feen, nearly threefcore years 
yearS| fince the latell Hillory of the Town was pub*- 
liflied, it is obvious that many circun^ftances m\x% 
have occurred fince that period which ought to be re- 
corded \ thefe are comprifea in the modern part, after 
theconclufion of the antient, together with many arti- 
cles that have been omitted by every former Hiftorian. 

Mr. Butcher* s Survey m oft be allowed to be a very 
jejune performance ; he was alfo, as Mr. Forfter ob- 
ferved, a very credulous writer : tofwellhis work into 
fomething like a book, there was added at the con- 
clufion of the Survey, " Bed^veW^ Defcription, and 
♦« Tournament, oi Tottenham High Crofs,*' which are 
e<]ual in bulk to two thirds of the Survey itfelf, and 
have no more relation to Stamford than to Grand Cairo* 

Mr. Ro^wgraye compiled three parts of his Hiftory 
from the above Survey, and yet, what is very extra* 
ordinary,, without any acknowledgment of it, altho' 
wh«en be wrote, one would think that the Survey mait 
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liave been in the hands of many* and the plagiarifin 
cafity difcovered* 

I mention this only becaofe there are feme thinga* 
in this Hiftofy which the reader may imagine were ca* 
pied from that of his, which in fadt were taken froaa 
Bntcker^ from whom he himfelf had copied then, 
however there are but few of thefe, fioce nine parts oat 
of ten of the text of the Andent part of this work 
were compiled from Mr. Feck*s Annals ; but the Mo« 
dern Part, together with the Notes,, which are above 
half of the pablicationy are entirely new matter. 

Mr. FvrBtr^t Letters (hew him to have been a matt 
of foond judgement, and not poiTeiTed of too mndi 
crednlity, the anttquary^s weak fide ; the Jittle he has 
written is fufficient to make as regret, that providence 
fpared not his life and health to have enabled him to 
write more. 

Both the^jratf/i of Stmnfirdy and the two vols, of 
the Di/uUrata Curiofa^ announce Mr. Peck to have beei| 
a man of great tnduftry, and endowed with every qna- 
fificattoa neceifary to form an antiqaary, indeed he 
he is the only writer on this town who deferves the 
name of an antiquary. As he broaght his AnnaU 
down no lower than than 1461, he intended publilh'<> 
ing a fecond volume, had not death arrelied his hand. 

Yet the broken disjointed manner in which he 
wrote, and the want of an index, rendered it extreme^ 
ly tireibme to feparate his gold from his dror, and 
<^uied me fometimes to think that he altered his bool^ 
into the form of Annals on purpofe to prevent it's be- 
ing eafily abbreviated ; fur it appears from the preface 
that he had compofed it sThis and the two preceding 
Hiftories were compofed ; and that he (hould have af- 
terwards have taken the pains of changing it fo much 
for the wtMrfe is pad my accounting for, fince I dare fay 
that not one in twenty of thofe who purchafed it ever 
had the patience to read it through, ; in fadl none but 
an antiquary profcft could have diat patience, fof 
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though I am not a little fond of antiquity, I own it is 
the moft nnpleafant book of that kind I ever (at down 
to> merely through his ill chofen method* his abrupt 
departure from his fubje£^, and his joining long trifles^ 
and without any breaks to things of importance. 

That it is not much regarded is plain, from it*s fel^ 
ling far below it's prime colt» although out of print* a 
circumftance which naturally raifes the price af a 
valuable book. 

To come to the the third head, I muft needs fay 
that not a little pains have been taken in compiling 
this Hiftory, but how well it is compiled is not for 
me to fay ; yet whatever deficiencies in it may be dis- 
covered by the learned reader, or whatever worthy of 
notice he may remark, will be thankfully received, 
and inferted in a future edition, provided it ihould 
arrive at the honour of a future edition, which is an 
honour no Hiftory of Stamford hath ever yet arri- 
ved at. 

Contrary to every other Hiftory of the Town I have 
clafied St. Martin's and places fouth of the Welland 
together, and feparate from the borough ; a diviiibn 
at which I dare fay the inhabitants of that pari(h will 
not be difplcafed. 

I have alfo, which no former Hiftory had, added a 
cSpiotts alphabetical index, which muft be of great 
aftiftance to the reader in finding the fubje^ wanted. 

But what I think will greatly enhance it's value to 
every curious reader, is the Defcription of Burgbiey 
Houfe and it's exquifite paintings, making the fecond 
volume an agreeable and ufeful companion to thofe 
who are inclined to vifit that noble manfion. 

The notes at the conclufion of each chapter, hav- 
ing the letter Z. for their fignature, were written by 
Mr. Lo<we furgeon, to whom alfo I am much in- 
debted for afSfting me in compiling the whole. 

Having difmiiSd my reafons for publication, it re* 
maios that I now make my acknowledgments to thofi; 
who have contributed to the work. 
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To AeSarl tf Exeter for the generoos offer of the 

tife of his elegant libiariea, and alfo for enabling me 

' to^iVe a corred account of his moft valuable pifkores. 

To the Rev. J, Skjnner for the genteel offer of the 

ale of any books in his well chofen colleAion, 

To the late Mr. TF. Foftery when mayor, for per* 
jmtting me to infpe^ the charters, corporation books, 
and other authentic records, from which much ufeful 
Information has been gleaned. 

To Mr. Alderman Hopkins^ for prefenting me with 
the plate of Peter-Hill Hofpital. 

To R. HenfoH efq. for the Drawing of Peter-Hill 
He/pital. 

To Captain Jekn Btllaers^ for the Drawing of 
Browne* s Ho/pit/L 

And to that ingenious archi(e6l Mr. JFilliam Legg^ 
fer the Drawing of the To^wn HalL 

Several of my friends having advifed me to publifli 
this Hiilory by Subfcription, it is proper that I ihould 
thank them for their generous offers, and affign my 
reafons for differing in this particular from thole who 
have gone before me on the lubjedt. 

Firfl then, the fear of difappointing the expefla* 
tions of thofe who might have done me the honour of 
fubfcribing. 

Next the ill-natured conclufion of fome ** that every 
" thing printed hjt orfoty a hook/elkr mufi he a Catch* 
** penny,** not thinking that perfons of the above pro- 
femon have a better opportunity of compiling than 
ibme who may be poflefled of a valuable library. ^ 

I have therefore fent my labours unprote^.ed into 
die worlds leaving tvtxy one perfectly at liberty to 
purchafe, (which liberty would havebeen fuperfeded 
by fubfcribing) and truff to an unprejudiced public 
fer a candid perufal. 

Left any ihould conclude that thefe volumes can con- 
tain bat little matter, on account of the fmallnefs of 
their fize, they are referred to Mr. Hewgrave*s Hiftory* 
where^ on coniparifon» they may perceive that nearly 
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tx timet the matter are contained herein^ and althKJ 
ttnbelliflied with plates, is fold for little more thau 
double the price. 

In fixing upon the fize of this work, I muft confeCa 
that the opinion of Callimachus had fome weight wie] 
siCy '' that a grtat book 'was a gnat i<vilC* and aJiT 
the opinion of a late writer, who thought that ** ^J^ 
•• btdk of a book ofUntimes frighted fome from the ft^*^ 
*' of iti** which iaft obfervation 1 have often hearc 
2nade. 

Some perhaps will fay that I att writiA| atainft jbi| 
own interefl, having fome Folios to difpoie of, it naajf 
therefore not be amifs to inform them, that I am not 
tnucb afraid of hurting their fale, on this account, 
having fome Httle'reafon to lament with Fultmr in the 
•< Wefi Indian <' that when Ifet up Bookfelling the peofU 
^^ left off reading:' 

The index to both volumes is placed at the end of 
the fecond volume, after the manner of MaitlandTs 
Hiilory of London^ being judged better than two 4fe- 
patate ones. 

I flatter myfelf that the whole is as entertaiaii^ as 
the fttbjefl will admit, for as mere antiquarian mat- 
ter might to fome prove dry, the author of the notes 
has grafted many anecdotes on them, and frequently 
departs alfo from the gravity with which fiich fabjcfis 
are afually treated. 
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TAMFORD is feated in the fouthem 
point of Lincolnftiire, on the northern bank 
of the Welland, full on the gifeat north road, 
and about a furlong eaft ot the old Roman 
[north road called the Erming-ftrcet, which 
Iwas one of the four principal roads that were 
made here by that people under Agricola, 
one of Domitian's generals, about eighty 
years after the birth of our Saviour, (a) * 

Selden thinks it was called Enning-ftrcet 
from the word IrmunfoU, a name the Saxons 
gave to Mercury who was the prefident of 

• Tkc letters (a) (d) i&c. are references to Notes 
which may be foond at the end of their rcfpeCtiv^ 
chapters. 
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j-oads, but Kennet and Burton fuppole 
derived from the Britifti word Armyint 
becaufe it crpfffs na^untains a^d pathlc 
places, (b) 

It comes out of Effcxi paffes the weftej 
fide of Cambridge to Roytton, Caxton, Goc 
manchefter, Huntingdon, Stilton, Cafto 
Upton, travels along the weftern fide of Bei 
nack, the northern fide of Pilfgate, (c) aero 
Burleigh park, the weftern fide of tne Nun: 
athwart Bredcroft, and the little bridge oy< 
the mill river, along the weftern fide of th 
wall of Auftin Friar§, crofles the Uppinghai" 
road, goes on the eaftern fide of the blac 
windmill, and joins the pr^fent North Roac 
about, half way between Stamford and Bridg 
C^erton, marches through Horn lane, an 
foon after divi4e|, one branch going to Not 
tingham,* the other by Stretton, Ponton aa 
Ancafter, ^o Lincoln, and thence to Car 
iifle. (d) 

Ethelwerd, who wrote before the Normaj 
conqueft, fay§ Stamford i3 feated between th< 
river Vuelod ai^d ^. thick wopd called Cepf 
tefne, (?) 

The earlieft tyaditipn that we megt rwid 
concerning Stamford is that of W» being o 
icpc note in thq time of Bladud a Britifl 
jging 863 years before Chrift, 
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The poet HardiAg haS the following lines 5 

* When at Athene h^ bad ftudted cler^, 

• He* brought iVhBtf hym Hij phi!ofophi<frs wife, 

• Schole to hold irf Britayit and e;<eifcyft. 
'Stanfofde he made, that Scanfordc^ highc (falsday^ 

• In which he made an univerfitee. 
•His Philofophters, as M^rfyn doth^ fay^, 

• Had fcholers fele of grtat hdbilite^^ 

* Studying evei* alway in dfiit^eJ, 

* In all the feven liberal fcicnce, 

* For toparchace wyfcdome and fapieiide? 

Higgiris, who -mbtt the hiftoiy of our 
Britifh kinss, has thefe verles concerning 
this fame B^idud and Stamford i 

• Then was I chofe king of this Ismde^ 

* And had the crdwntf as had the re^i^ 

* I bare the fcepter in my hande^ 

* Aitd fwofde, thiitall our fbtfs cJppndftei 
' Eke for becaufe the Greekes did ufe 

* Me well in Greece at Athens, late, 
' I had thofe foure T brought to chufe 

* A place that I might dedicate 

* To all thtf mufei and their arte's, 

« To learnings ufe for evermore, 

• Which when they fought in divers partes^ 

* At laft they fbtmd a place therefore. 
' Amidil the realme it lies welnighe, 

« As they by arte ifidikill did prove : 
< An hjcalthful place^ not lowe nor hr^h^^ 

* An holfome fbyle for their behove ; 

« With water ftreimes, andfprirfgtfs foirw^rffcj)^ 
< And me«dowcf» fweete, ^ valky^i gredn^c 

* And woodes, greaves, quarriel^ aU thmg^dfilr 

' For ftadents weale or pleafure beae. 

At Wiiff 
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« When they reported this to me^ 

' They prayde my grace, that I would baifd 

< Them there aa univerfitie 

'The frttites of learnyng for to yelde. 

< 1 bttylte the fcholes, like Aticks then, 

< And gave them landes to maintayne tho/e 
' Which were accoanted learned men, 

< And could the groundes of artes difclofe. 

< The towne is called ^tamforde yet, 

< There flaode the walles untill this daye » 

< Foundations eke of fcholes I fett,' 

< Bide yet, not maintainde, in decaye* 
* Wherby the lande recevid ftore 

< Of learned dearkes long after that &c. 

s Stow fays that Bladud the fon of Rudhudi- 
brafs built Stamford, and made it a univer- 
fity which was fuppreffed by the bijQiop. of 
Rome in St. Auftin's time. 

The celebrated Draiyton writes thus of 
Stamford s 

< Britain had thofe Werb leam'd, endued with aobler 

parts: 

< As he, from learned Greece, that, by t&e liberal 

arts, 
« To Stanford in this ifle feem*d Athens to transfer ; 
^ « Wffe Bladud, of her kings, that great philofo- 
pher, &c. (f) 

But Others look on this fine tale bdth of 
him and Stamford as a fable j fince they fay 
that the Britons at that time had fcarcely 
houfes, much le& towns, and ftill more 
unlikely univeriities cither here or in any other 
place. 

I . . .; For 
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For had it been a Britifli city fays Fof fter, 

ciperially one of fuch rtote, how happens it. 

that Neimius takes no notice ofk in nis cata^ 

logue of Britifh cities ? nor any. Ronoan au* 

thor to mention either city or town in thi^ 

place ? the Itinerary is quite filent^ and Pto-. 

lomy inJiis Geography of Britain mcntionj^ 

only two cities of the Coritani, Lindum and 

Rags or Ratas, the firft being Lincoln, the. 

latter Cambden fuppofes to be Leicefter, 

and what farther confirais this opinion is, 

that there are no remains here either of Bri-» 

tons or Romans, no encampments, no pave- 

nients, no coins dug up nor found, but what 

are Saxon or Norman. 

Mr. Gibfon fays when the Saxons ieated, 
themfelves on any fornier camp or ftation of 
the Romans, they made new names by adding. 
Cefter,- fiurgh, &^. to a part of the Roman ' 
name, but Steanford or Stanford is pure and . 
entire Saxon. 

But that it war a town very foon after the 
Saxon's arrival under Hengift is very 'proba- 
ble, for Henry of Huntingdon fays that the 
Pifts and Scots having ravaged the country 
as far as Stamlford, were there defeated^ by 
Hengift, whereupon Vortigem the Britilh 
king gave him lands in Lincolnfliif:c for the 
maintenance of him and his men. , 

This batttle was fought A. D. 449, 

the' 
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' The lame Henry:, in the wars betwee/7 
jymofld Ironfide and the Danes, calls it an 
ftiicknt city ; the Saxon Chronicle alfo calls 
it a ^icy at that time, and perhaps it was one 
id th^ firft founded by that nation out of re- 
^£b to their fuccefs in battle againft their" 
enemies, and probably about the year goo. 

Great, or Bridge, Cafterton, is fuppofed 
to he the ancient Gaufenna, a known Roman 
ftation, which gave name to the little river 
Gwafh that glides by it, and Cambden thinktf 
tfeat Stamford fprung from the ruins of this 
town demoiiflied by the aforefaid Pi6b md 
Scots, and that this part of the country called 
Kefteven alfo was a Corruption of the old 
^<3rd Gaufenna. (g) 

It probably received it's original name 
Steanford from that ftony ford where the old 
road crofled the Welland clofe by the Nuns' 
wall, (h) 

Thisriver> which rifes near Harboroughif 
in Leicefterfhire, Mr. Peck fays derives it's 
htoie from the Saxon word Vealland figni- 
iying bubbling, boilings raging* (i) 

Stamford was reckoned one of the five 
great cities of the Danifh kingdom, whofe 

X The fpring head is under the parlour of the Par- 
fooage houfe at Sibbertofc, about four miles beyond 
Harborough ; and feeds two or three ponds in the 
garden* 

inha* 
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j inhabitants by way of eminence were called 
' Fi/burgenfes, the other f(»ir were Derby, 
Lincoln, Leicefter, and Nottingham, tbefc 
they conquered in 8 7 k, and they retained the 
apppDation as long as the Danes kept any 
£)oting in the kiingdom; not long after this 
thejr added two more to thefe five, viz Ches- 
ter and York, but Gibfon fays they were 
there called Seofenburgenfes. The inhabi-- 
tants of thefe cities were chiefly Danes, all 
the Englifh among them being their fervants, 
or fuch, as by intermarriages, were become 
Danes in afFeftion, religion, and every thing 
but defcent. 

Ingulphus Abbot of Crowland, who wrote 
his h&ory in the time of the Conqueror, de- 
fcribinga bloody Danifli battle in 870, a- 
, mong other Commanders he fays the (lout 
knight Harding of Rihall was one, who 
with all the Stanfordians, becaufe they were 
brave fellows and fit for Iharp fervice, refol- 
ved to keep the centre as being moft conve- 
nient to afift either wing if required, which 
intimates that there were a good body of men 
muttered out of Stanford, and that confe- 
quently it was a large place then. 

If the Charter of Wulphere king of thp 
fouth Mercians to Peterborough' Minfter, J 

X Minflfr i$ a Corruption of the word MonaHerjr. 

dated n 
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dated 664, were gen .ine, it not only abun^ 
vdantly proves a town here at that time, bd 
that the country about it was well inhabitedj 
and the Saxon towns fown pretty thicfa 
which mTift have been a work of fome tinn 
but Mr. Peck looks upon this Charter J 
Apochryphal. \ 

However Edgar's Charter in 972 is indi| 

gutably authentic, and there we find it ti 
ave been a market town. \ 

In this charter he grants a market to P 
terborough, and forbids any other marfc 
between Stamford and Huntingdon, th 
charter malces mention of Walton, Normaii 
Crofs, Crowland, Cliff, Eye, Thorpe 
Kettering, Caftor, and the river Nen. ^ 

The aforefaid H. of Huntingdon faj 
that Edgar confirmed Burgh Abby, ( i. ^ 
^Peterborough Minfter, ) by Stanford, whid 
fecms as though Peterborough was then a 
obfcure place in refped to Stamford, aq 
dierefore he diredts it to be looked for near ii 

Leland fays that it was a Borough To^i 
jin -Edgar's reign, and at that time, and evij 
fince, it belonged to the Crown. The boa 
p{ Bury mentions Stanfordlhire long befoi 
the Norman conqueft. 

Ingulphus informs us that there wd 
T'erms hel4 at Stamford in his time, and tjij 
pne Aftiford of Helpfton defrauded d 
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monaftciy of Crowlapd^ whp by being Bailiff 
xxmj years liad the management of the whol<? 
ffttte belonging to it^ whereupon fays he af- 
|er ccxnmending myfelf to the prayers of my 
Irethrcn, as gping about the bufinefs of the 
Pfoufe, 1 took horfe and fet out for Stanford, 
(D have the caufe decided by the King's Juf- 
fes there ; he iifcewife, placing all his confi- 
|hicc in his wealth, rode forth to meet us 
|[ainft the caufe of God, but, when he had 
about half way, his horfe threw hini and 
e his neck ; the news was foon brought 
the judges at Stanford and us, who were 
! expecting juftice, yet, as the report 
not entirely credited, anodier day was 
ed fi3r the hearing i but the nest day 
his relations and neighbours were carrying 
body to be buried in Peterborough minr 
> as tkey were paffing over ten acres of a 
ow belonging to us> which he ^ways 
icd to be his own, on a fudden an extrar. 
black cloud drawing over the fun, 
ht on a darknefs like night, and the 
ns poured down fuch a flood of rain 
it might' be taken for one of Noah's 
when" the bier was in a moment unac- 
bly broken afunder, and the dead man 
ling down immediately, rolled in the 
rf the dirt, which when die bearers 
Id, dUfcerning it to be the hand of God,. 
ponfelTed the wrong he h^d done, and 

B W* 
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Iiis relations and neighbours ran to meet vl% 
as we were returning home, and falling on 
their knees, begged pardon for fo bale an 
injury ; we, giving God thank?, forgave the 
injury, and received the meadow, with all 
the other matters for which we went tq law, 
by them utterly difclaimed. 

The walls of Stamford were very likely 
built by the Danes, who when they took the 
town erefted them as a defence againft the 
Saxons ; and a^ it is called in the Saxon an-» 
nals Byrigh, by H. of Huntingdon, Ci vitas, 
by Florence oi Worcefter, Arx, it fliews it 
to have been then a walled towxj» . 

Leland lays there were 7 principal towers in 
the walls of Staunford, to each of which the 
freeholders were allotted to watch and ward 
in time of need ; but according to Speed's 
map of the town there were four other lefe 
forts, which make the number eleven ; the 
remains of one of the feven principal bul. 
warks a little aboyc St. Peter's gate towards 
the north is very apparent, at die top of 
which were loop-holes to ihoQt arrows 
through : two of the larger towards the rivers 
were called Beesfort and Holm towers j three 
others towards the north, caft and weft were 
named White tower, Garpe tower, and Nordt 
bulwark. Befides thefe the tbwn was de-^ 
feiided bjr feyqi principal and two poftern 
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gates, the larger ^crc St. Paul's gate, St* 
George's, Bridge gate, Gledgate, St. Peter's 
gate, Scogate> and New gate: one of th6 
poftem gates joined almoft to Bridge gate, 
towards the eaft; the other led to Tenter 
meadow, which Speed calls the Water gate. 

St. Paul's Gate was fo called from St* 
Paul's church being fituated near it, part o( 
which is the prcfent Free fchooh 

St. George's Gate was formerly called 
Comftal Gate, from the church of St. Mi-^ 
chael Cornftal which flood not far from it j 
the ftreet itfelf was alfo called Cornftal flreet* 

Scogate was heretofore written Scotgate, 
as leading towards Scotland* 

PeteFs Gate was fo denominated from St^ 
Peter's church which ftood not far from it, 
on that large green fpot on the fouthern fide 
of Peter's hill, it was alfo called Weft Gate 
from its weftern fituation, and the ftreet lead- 
ing to it named the Gannoc. 

Gledgate ftood in that wide paffagc on the 
eaftern fide of the Caftle wall leading to 
J^amb's bridge, and fo termed fays Mr. Peck 
from the word Glade, an open paflage or 
thoroughfare* (k) 

But the Town has formerly been much 
larger without the walls than it is ^at pre« 
fenc* (l) 

Bt The 
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The Cattle was alfo probably built by the 
Danes after they had deftroyed the town for 
oppofingdiemin 870, for the Saxon Chroni- 
cle and H. of Huntingdon Ipeaking of it's 
being taken from them by Edmund Ironfide 
in 942, fay it had been a long time in their 
poueflion, whence we conclude that they had 
a garrifbn in it, which they withdrew, and 
demolifhed the Cattle when they were con- 
quered before by K. Edward lurnamcd the 
Elder. 

This monarch had a Sifter ftamed Elfleda, 
who married Etheldred a Mercian Earl j She 
was of a mott warlike fpirit. Leland fays 
that {he, as well as the lang, had always a 
numerous army in the field, and that Ihe 
frequently routed the Danes, erefted new 
towns and fortified them ; and Huntingdoti 
writes that fhe built a town w two for feven 
years together* Fabian fays " That when 
^* fhe had ones aflfayed the woe and forrow 
that women feele and fufFer in bearing of a 
childe, fhe hated the embrafinge of her 
*^ hufband ever after, and toke witnefe of God 
and fayde that it was not convenient or 
femeli to a king's daughter to ufe fuch 
fiefhlie* likinge whereof fuch fbrow fhould 
** enfue, " 

Both Leland and M. of Weftminttcr agree 
that in 914 fhe *^ rebuilt the cafUe of Staun* 
^^ ford on the northern bank of the Weil- 

"land 
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" land," yet flic had fcarcely turned her back 
when the Danes both returned and retook it, 
for the above Saxon Chronicle, Marianus 
Scotus, and Florence of Weftminftcr write, 
dut her hufband conimanded a caflic to 
be built on the fouth fide of the river, and 
forced all thofe Danes that had poffefled die 
caMe and the town to furrender thcmfelves 
and acknowledge his fovereignty. This was 
in 922. 

The Caftle built by Edward ftood by the 
the north road where the Nuns* farm now is. 

Edmund Ironfide dividing the kingdoai 
with Onlaf a Danifli prince, yielded to him 
die cities of L^incoln, Leicefter, Nottinghamj 
Derby and Stamford, and from this time 
thde five cities were called by way of emi- 
nence Fifl)urgenfes, but in 942 he retook 
them, when they remaned under the Saxoil 
power till the iftvafion ofi Suane K. of Den* 
mark, to whom they readily fubmitted ; their 
inhabitants were perhaps chiefly a Daniih 
ofiBpriiig, and for that reafon alfd might 
cfcape the cruelty of his army, for it com-* 
mitted the mofk dreadful ravages* Ingulphus 
fays that thefc towns adjacent to us were all 
burnt, and the inhabitants carried into capti- 
vity, viz. Bafton, Langtoft, Pekirk, Glentori> 
Norborough, Makely, Ettoil, Badington, 
Barnack, Peterborough, Eye, Thorpe, 

Walton 
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Walton, Witteriilg, Pafton, Dogfthorpc^ 
and Caftor, this invafion was in to 1 3 : by the 
above the reader may perceive when the Caf- 
tle was in the. hands of the Saxons, i. e* 
Hngliih, and when in thole of the Danes. 
The latter held it till the death of their laft 
king in 104T, when the En'glifli again poffel^ 
fed the kingdom, but the Normans in 1066 
conquering the whole nation, it c^onfequently 
fell into their hands. 

When Henry Plantagenetj aftejhward 
Henry II, warred with K. Stephen, he in 
1152, fays Huntingdon, the third tiitie laid 
fiege to the cafUe of Stanford ; the two for- 
mer timfes he had been repulfed, but now^ 
ftfter prefently taking the town> thofe who 
kept the caftle fent meffengers to Stephen 
who was befieging Iplwich caftle^ defiring 
him to come and aflift them, but as he would 
neither leave that fiege nor fend fupplies, it 
was furrendered to Heniry, who marched 
dirc£lly to Nottingham, and foon took that 
towhj for thofe Who held the caftle had fet it 
"on fire. 

In the reign of Richard the III. it was o* 
Vcrthrown and demoliflied, and the materials 
'employed to repair the White Friary. 

The hill on which it ftood was chiefly caft 
Xip by hands, for, in digging, the earth plainly 
i^pear*d to be artificial; not in natural layers. 

NOTES 
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NOTES on CHA?t5R I. 



(a) The other three military roads were the Ikenit 
Jinetf the FoJ/e-nvay and the WatHngftreet j the |wo 
former crofTed the kingdom obliquely from fouth-well 
to north-eady parallel to each other ; the Watlingftrtit 
croffcd thefe the contrary way with cqp^l. pWiqoity, 
^/s;« from LUiver tp C^irdig^x but ^^ Ermingftrut fa|t 
diredlly north and fi>4th * .t)i^ m^^de m^ny 9thers ei* 
lefs note all ovpr the iiland* 

(b) The Erming'Jfreet fccms |ftore naturiaijly derived 
from the Saxon word Htrm^^ a warrior or mllitarjf 
man, htnct Herman ox Ermipg Jlreet is only the itiili^^ 
tary ftreetpr road. 

(c) It went foittk of iP/^oM. 

(d) It came from Nevjba<ven in Sujfex through iJ^*/- 
millf LeiviSy by Is/eld, SharnhrUge^ E, Qrinftedy Cr^" 
doHi Stretbamy and met the Wailing Jireet at Lamheth, 
tfae^went on to EnJUldf Herman &trnt by iferffird 
through Ware Park, and met the Ikefiil Jtreet ^t Ri^^ 

Jion. Where it ran through woods it was pf^v^d witJl 
great ftones fet edgewife, which in many places ilitl 
remain very ftrong. 

C Dr. 
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Dr. Gait fays that the Htrtmrn Strett divided a little 
beyond Cattarick in Tot^flirif one branch going to 
TimMuth the other to CmrlS/k, but that the mun ftem 
went diredlly north to Ftrflfridgt^ Dentfith Houghton^ 
BifubifteTf LaHchefteff Ebcbefter^ Cortridge, through 
the middle of NorthumMamJ, and entered Scotland 
a mile and a half weft of Berwld. 

(b) Perhaps ToltJiorp oaks may be the remains of 
this Ceoftefne wood. 

(p) Ry this account the town and univerfity were 
ibunded above a hundred years before the building of 
Home I the bare mentioning it is a fufficient refu- 
tation. Cafart who came here above 800 years after, 
fays the Britons wore the fkins of beafts, and dyed their 
bodies with woad, and that the inland inhabitants fei* 
dom fowed corn, but lived on flelh and milk» and 
called a wood furrounded with a ditch and bank a 
town. Thefe were our univerfity gehtry. Yet ButcboTp 
and after him ffowgravo v^ry gravely affirm it, even 
Peck feems willing enough to let it be believed, but 
JF^^/r judged better, his opinion concerning the anti- 
quity of the Town is therefore inferted. 

(g) Kefteven might derive ill's name from the libod 
of Ceoftefiut however, as the words are \tfy fimilar^ 
it is almoft certain that one took it'^ name from the 
•therr 
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(h) In thofe early times there was probably no divi« 
fion of the river for a mill, bot the whole flowed ia 
one ftream at the foot of the Nuns' farm. 

-(i) This etymology of the Welland will poflibly 
pat the elaflical reader, who knows the river, in mind 
of the derivation oi J^ucus anon lucendo, for fo far ftom 
raging, it is certainly one of the lazieft river» ia 
Cbriftindom^ and unlefs urged by rain or faow> one 

can fcarcely tell which way it'» water moves. 

* 

(k) I don*t know that Gladt is ufed fox a thorough** 
fare, but as the paiTage to this gate was, till lately 
levelled, very fteep, it might probably take it's name 
from the Saxon verb QUdan to glide or flip. 

(l) I cannot think that the town was ever much lar* 

ger, if at all; the river bound it^n the fouth, the Blackyr 

Gny and Whiti Friarj on the call, arid Aujiin Friaty 

on the fonth weft, however there are fuflicienc reaibns 

to believe that it never was fo populous as 9.t prefent^ 

for in wading through Mr, Puk^s tedious Hiflory I 

find an account of many deeds, in which houfes were 

either given or fold, mentioning their abutting on 

foch or fuch a void or empty place, nay there are twQ 

or three of this nature even in St. Micb»H*s parifii the 

very centre of the town, but there are none fuch ia 

this parifli now, nor indeed in any other ; and if my 

reader is a native and npt young, f dare fay he can 

recollefl many ufelefs fliabby places which have beeii' 

built and let for treble the fum, not to mention tbe 

erections withoutihe town towards the north* 
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. It mxf be beie noted that the, main flreett do ipot 
Titn eail and welt, but confiderably. north-*caft and 
fouth-weft, fo that according to Sfied's map of the 
town, ivhichwas taken about the year i6oo» aline 
drawn from the eaftern, wall of the bridge to Nmtf Gate 
livottld be nearly north and fouth, or the n>eridian line; 
sibd)^ another drawn from Seagate to St. MicbatPs 
church and fo onward woald be nearly eaft and weil, 
and cut the meridian a&right angles. 

But the north road palling through Seagate is apt to 
make thofe misjudge this matter, who'* do not know 
ihat the cities of TlorA and Ei^inburgb to which this 
road leads, bear weft of the north both from Ionian 
and Stamford. 

There are three ways by which they may be con- 
vinced of the north quarter of this or any other place 
viz. by the pole ftar, by the compafs, or by the fun*s 
&adow «t twelve o' clock \ and when this quarter is 
once known the otherthree are known of courfe, iince 
in facing the iiorth^ the edft mull be on the right hand, 
the weft on the left> and the fouth behind. 

I have read that towns were buih in this mangier, 
with, their ftreets oblique or between the quarters, 
with a view to break the force both of the north and 
ihe eaft wind, yet the north-eaft wind is full ai cold 
and full as common as either of thefe cardinal points i 
but, hy the irregularity of the ftreets, it is probable 
they were built by piece meal without any regaird t^ 
the quarters at aU* 
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It is diftant S9 miles N» by W. from London^ loEP 
fi. by £• from Tork^ 46 milts nearly fbuth from tin^ 
coin, and is in 52 degrees 46 minates of north latitude* 

In Siepbtn*s rtign thei-e Were t joo caftles in tho 
kingdom^ mofUy granted to private fabjedlsy and a 
writer of thofe days fays that there were as many 
tyrants as there were lords of caliles. 

Indeed for a long time after the conqaeft, the kings* 
clergy and barons pofieffing the whole power of the 
flate, the commons feemed to be nearly in as abjedt 9 
condition as thofe of Poland are at prefent. 

However mod of the caftles were demoliihed ii^ 
the barons wars* for the kings fometimes fuFered fe*- 
verely by them, cfpecially John and Henry III. tho' 
it had been (lipulated before between Henry II. and 
Stephen that x 100 fhonid be rasped which the latter had 
permitted to be built* 
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CHAP. IL 



WHITE FRIARY — GREY FRIARY 
BLACK FRIARY — AUSTIN 

FRIARY. 

TH E White or Carmelite Friary was 
feated about a ftone's throw eaft from 
St, PauFs. gate where the road divides for Ri- 
hall and UfEngton ; by the walls yet ftanding 
it appears to have been a very large ftrufture, 
and tradition fays that it was a very magnifi- 
cent onej and particularly famous for a 
beautiful church and fteeple, the latter refem- 
bling that of All Saints' church. 

Over the weftem gate are three niches, 
where probably three ftatu6s ftood, each of 
which had a coat of arms over it. cut in the 
ftonc work ; thofe of each fide are defaced, 
the central one had th« arms of France and 
England quartered, which fliews it to have 
beca> a royal found^on. 

Henry 
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Henry III. founded it, but Edward IIL 
was probably a benefaftor to it, or the gate 
ereded in his reign, for he was the firft ofoiir 
monarchs Aat bor« his arms io quartered. ^ 

It was dedicated to the Virgin Mary,, and 
its fituation <was fo agreea^)le as to pccafiojn 
both Bale and Pits frequently to call it amoft 
delightful monaftcry. (a) 

It was always ufed for the reception of our 
^lonarchs, who were lodged and €;ritertaincd 
liere in their jouriiies to ^nd jfrom the northj 
Edward IIL lodged }n it and confirmed it^ 
and as Brady fays probably held a council 
here when he was at Stamford, where he alfo 
confinxied the Priory of Newfted. 

When the Caille in Stamford was demor 
liftied, its materials as has been faid, were 
employed to repair this convent. 

This order of Friars was founded in 1 12» 
bY Albert the Patriarch of Jerufalem, who 
colk&ed fgine h^rmijis that lived on Mount 
Carmcl ^ear that city. Thefe when the 
E^ly l^n4 was taken by the Saracens flocked 
into Europe, arrived in England and firft 
fettled in N^olk in 12505 their general was 
St. Simon Stocky fo called from his livmg in 
a hollow tree, (b) 

« 

Bale fays that feveral knights were fo flruck 
with thgir holy liveSj that.d^ became ^ 

C4 their 
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their order, and that Sir GeofFery Suthorpe 
entered into this very Convent as one of the 
religious. 

Men of the greateft learning of the age 
were members of this fraternity at Stamford, 
and academical exercifes were held and lec- 
tures read in this fchool. The beginning of 
this academical education was under Henry 
de Hanna it*s warden, who was the fecohd pro- 
vincial or governor of the whole order 
throughout England ; he refided and was bu- 
ried here i his death happened Nov. 28, 1299. 

Their fchdol, or hall, or inn, in Stamford 
Vras a large collegiate fabric in St. George's 
parifli, which was pulled down about 1720 
by the Earl of Exeter, and two or three houfes 
T3uilt on it's foundation : the firft Lord Bur- 
leigh's mother was jointured in it. 

iporfter fays that the houfe (landing eaft of 
the parfonage houfe was their fchool, and 
continues he^ there runs on the fouth fide of 
St. George's church the length of the ftreet a 
building very like the old halls at Oxford, 
with arched doors and windows belonging to 
it, {o that the parfonage houfe was adjoining 
to bDth5 according to this writer. 

Wood fays that Wm. Wheteley, after he 
had ftudied many years at Oxford, crefted 
fchools at Sumford^ aad among t)ther treati- 

fes 
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fes wrote one concerning the .difcipllne of the? 
fcholars that were here; this treatife was whol- 
ly academical, for he treated oil unlverfity 
cuftoms relating to degrees, founding of lee- 
tureSj and other matters belonging to the 
government of auniverfity: in it he alfq expa- 
tiated largely on phyfical and aftronomical 
queftiohs, v . 

This was above 30 years before the Oxford 
fcholars came to ftudy at Stamford, and fhews 
it to be more dian a common gran^mar fchooj 
at that time. 

In 1311 Wm. Lidlington, warden of thiit 
monaftery, was chofen by the whole body of 
the Carmelite Friars in JEngland to go to 
France about matters of religion, and there 
the Provincial of the whole order appointed 
him Provincial of England, Cyprus arid the 
Holy land 5 he returned, wrote many treatifes, 
lived to a good old age and and was buried 
here. After his death a general chapter of 
all the Carmelites in England was held here, 
to chufe another Provincial^ this was in 13 19, 

Bale fays that John Burley was a Carme-, 
lite of great repute, and adorned this mona- 
ftery with his learning : he died;iand was bu- 
ried here, in 1332 ♦ 

Walter Hefton, who was born in Stam- 
ford, fucceeded Liddingtonas prigr; hejead 

lefitufQIr. 
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le£hircs in phUofophy and divinity as a ma- 
^ftcr and profeffpr in feveral Caraielite mona- 
ileries, and was at length chofen provincial : 
lie dial ip I35Q> and was here buried. 
- About J 3 90 ilourifhed Ralph Spalding, 
who ..was educated here ; he was chofen pro- 
feflbr of divinity in Cambridge, and favored 
WicklifF's doftrine : he alfo died, and was 
huried, here. 

John Repingale, was a public profeflbr 
Jiere feveral years with great applaufe, and 
had a well frequented auditory. 

Nicholas Kenton was of this monaftery and 
provincial alfo; about 1432 he was prefented 
.with degrees at Caipbndge ; he was a very 
,eloquent man, and ufed to pray extempore 
elegantly and longer than it was ufual then 
^o ao : he wrote agaijift Thomas Rhedon of 
Mantua who was afterwards burnt by Pope 
Eugenius IV. He died in 1460. (c) 

This convent was furrendered Odtober 8, 
^539» by i^*s prior. 

GREY FRIARY. 

The convent of the Grey Friirs, or Fran- 
oilcans, or Minorites, was fituated on . the 
^ght hand juft as wepaftout of St. Paul's 

fate ; the outward wall of the inclofure is 
ill ftanding, whereby it appears' that the 
church monkery and gardens took up^a 
\. great 
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great deal of ground. The. chu»di was very 
ipacious, and. the houfe an exceeding faif 
ftrufturc i many fine pieces of carving, fayi 
Mr. Peck, have been frequendy dug up in 
die memoryof man, and in die outward' waM 
poing from St. Ptiul's to St. George's gafie 
IS yet to be feen, continues^he^, the figure of 
a woman with difhevelled hair : (d) R. Glen 
the cleric of Stx John^s church faw this and 
feveral other figures dug up cndre oat o| 
the ruins, but all that remains of this fsbric 
is a homely back gate in the fouth front. 

About 1270 this convent was founded 
cither by Henry III. or by fome of the an* 
ceftors of Edmund Plantagenet earl of Kent : 
this king was fo fond of thefc friars that he ' 
was for placing them in all the great towns of 
the nation. 

This order of frians was inftituted in 1 206 
by St. Francis, who lived to fee the founda- 
tion of 2500 conrenta. (e-) 

They were- called Grey^ bccaufe thcif 
clothes were made of wool of the natural co* 
lour without any dye. 

About 1283 Jo'^^ Stanford, a friar of infs, 
convent, was made archbilhop of Dublin 
and lord lieutenant of Ireland. 

About 1326 flourilhcd John Rodin^oi> 
Prior of this .tnonaftery, a very learned man^ 

an<i 
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and Prdyinciai of the wholp order in Eng- 
land: he died in 1348. 

, About 1330 Peter Sutton, a Francifcan 
of great learning was buried in it. 

In 1378 William Stoke their warden made 
ian exchange of a fpring at Stacey's Milne, 
calted Eftwellsheved, with the town, for 
another Ipring in Emblem's clofe oppofite 
them, from whence they had water conveyed 
to the convent by leaden pipes at a cheap rate. 

Not many years fince, fays Howgrave, this 
J^as a neat ^ing, but for want ot care de- 
ftroycd ; the other ferves both the kaden con- 
duit and St. Michael's conduit, and there is 
land left for the fupport of it for ever. 

About 1424 William Ruffel of their order 
preached a fermon in Stamford, .wherein he 
laid that it was lawful for a religious and 
monaftic perfon to have carnal commerce 
with a woman, and that there was no fin at 
all in it J he alfo affirmed that by the law of 
God no man was obliged to pay tithes to his 
minifter. 

The above Edmund Plantagenet's, or Ed- 
jftmnd of Woodftock's, daughter Joan, called 
the fair maid of Kent, with her firit Jiufband 
Thomas Holland earl of Kent, were buried 
h^rf : he died December 28, 136a. 

Speed 
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Speed fays that fb^ was the mpft ex,q\HfltQ 
beauty of this age. 

The year after his death Ihe married thcji 
Black Prince, by whom fhe had Richard II.: 
who inherited her beaunr, . for he Was thQ 
handfomeft of any o( the kings that preceded^ 
him. 

Whefh a viofeflt ^tiarrel happened between 
this monarch and riie duke of LaJicafter^ fhe 
rode to and fro frequently till ihe reconciled 
them, tho' fhe was then fo veiy corpident thae 
flie could fcarcdy bear her own weight. 

Her death was occasioned by the king's no€ 
forgiving her other fon Sir Jdhn Holland $. 
Jfor in a quarrel ajTifing bepfreeu Sir John's 
fervants ai>d thofe of I-.Qrd Stafford's, a fa-t 
yourite iervant of the fonxjer was killed, he 
rufhing in a fury to revenge his death, hap- 
pened to meet Lord Stafford md killed himj: 
now this lord and the Jdng had been play fel- 
lows wheal children. 

Sir John fled to Beverly abby for fanftuary, 
but his majefty caufed him to be indi6i:ed and 
outlawed, and feiised on his lands, whiciji 
broke his mother's heart, for fhe died withia 
five days after her meflenger returned^ who 
told her that the king had vowed that he 
lliould fuffer according to law ; She died ii> 
1385 and in her will fhe defu-es that her body 
' might 
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tnight be buried near her firft hufband's grave, 
and fhe was brought to this convent wrapped 
in cere^cloth aiid puc HI lead : when his ma* 
jefty ^ndetftood the caufe of his mother's 
death he -rdenfied and forgave Sir John, as 
4id alfo the earl of Stafford father of the mur- 
thered lord, (f) 

Before the total fuppreffion of this order by- 
Henry VIIL nearly 200 were impriibned in 
different parts o( the nation, for their obfti- 
iwcy in withflanding his majefly, 

Reynerus fets the value of thi^ monaftery 
at it's dilfolution at ^36. and Speed at 
£S6. 17s. • 

In Fuller*siiiftory of abbies we read the. 
following furretidw of this convent. 

For as much as the warden and freers of 
Ac houfe of St. Frances, in Stamforde, co- 
menly callyd the Gray-Frecrs, in Stamforde, 
In die cqpnty of Lincolne, doo profoundly 
confidcr, that the perfeftion of chriftian lyv- 
ing do the not conufte in the doine ceremonies, 
^werying of the grey coote, difgeafing our 
•felffe after ftrainge faftiions, doking and 
1)eckying, in gurdyng our felffes with a gardle 
full knotts, and other like papiffiical ceremo- 
jiies, wherein we have been mooft principally 
praflyced and miffelyd in times paft; but 
She very tru wayc to plcafe God, and to lite 
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a tru chriftian man, wjrthe owtc all ypocrafie, 
and fayned diflknulatibn, is fineeerlv declay- 
ryd unto us- by our matter Chrifte, his cvan- 
gelitts and apcftles. Being mindyd hereafter, 
to followe the fame ; confomiyng our felfife 
unto the will and pdeafure of our fupreme 
hedde under God in erthc, the king's m^ef- 
ty ; and not to foUdw henceforth tkc fiiper-* 
ilicious traditions of any forincyncal potentatCji 
or poore, withe mutual aflent and confent i 
doo fubmytt owr^ feliBTes unto the mercy of 
owr faid foveraygne lorde: And with mutu- 
al afTent and confent, do furrender and yielde 
up unto the hand of the fame, all owr faid 
houfe of St. Francis in Stamforde^ comenly 
cally'd the Grey Filters' in Stanriforde, with 
all lands, tenements, gardens^ meadows^ wa- 
ters, pondyards, feeding?, pafturesi comcns,. 
rentes, rcverfions, and all other owr ihtereft^ 
ryghtes and tjfthes, aperteygning unto the 
fame ; moofte humbly, oefe^chyng his moofte 
noble grace, to difpofe of us and of the fame, 
as beft fchall ftonde wythe his. moft graeioufe 
pleafure^ And farAer, freely tso grant unrd 
every one of us his licence undre wrctyng and 
feal, to change owr habites into fecular faflii- 
on, and to receive fuch manner of livyngs asf 
other fecular prieftes comenly be prefcrry*d 
unto. And we all faythfuUy fchall pray unto 
almighty God long to prcfcTVC his mooft^ 

noble- 
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noble grace^ wythe encrcafe of moche fdici- 
tie and honor. 

And in witnefs of all and Jlinguler the pre- 
mifies, we the faide warden and covent of the 
GreyFreers in Stamforde, to thefe prefents 
have put our covent feal theyeght day of 
Qftobre, in the thyrtythe ycre of the raigne 
of owre moofte foverayne king Henry the 
ycight. 

Fa£him Johannes Schemy^ Gardlan* 

Per'rae Fratrem Johannera Robards» 

per me. Johanaexn Chad worth. 

Per me Rit^hardum Pj^e. 

Per me Johannem Clarcke* 

per me Johannem Qi^oytc. 

Per jne Johannem Jarmat. 

Per me Johannem Yong* 

Per Bic Johannem Lovel. 

Per me Willieliftum TompA>n.(o) 

BLACK FRIARY, 

^The monaftery of the Black Friars, fome- 
times c^ed jDominican's, fomctimes Friar's 
preachers, was fituated on the left hand in 
|)affing down from St. Georges gate to Ten-, 
ter meadow, and Hood on the eafl adjoining 
|o that meadow. 

It took up a deal of ground and had fine 
igardcns from the houfc to the river fide, part 

if 
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if not all the church wai ftanditig about i6oo> 
it's ft^le was a flrong quadrangular tower. 

There are no remains of it now> but the 
ground on whi^h it ftood belongs to Savil 
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ler took it *s rife in il 1 6^ Undet 
St. Dominick, and in 270 years had 1143 
convents, .(i) . 

This is fuppofed to oe founded about 1220 
by Wm. de Fottiblis the fecond Earl of Al- 
bemarle, his grandfon Thomas was hi^e 
buried. 

This W illiaitt broke pbt into rebellion a- 
gainft \m fovereigh Henry III. and coming 
to Byth^n^ caftle he cofrtmitted great fpoil> 
bringing the pluftdef thither j fronri thence he 
^ent to ]?otheringay and furprizec^hat caftle> 
which he /ortiiiea> tod fent letters to the 
mayors of moft of the cities in England^ 
jgiving them notice that all merchants and 
tradelrneh might have liberty of paffing by 
his caftles^ and of buying or felling at them, 
Which fo aiarnnfed the kiilg that he raifed a 
great army, rnarchied to Bytham and over- 
uvrQW tliat caiiJe, thole within yielding and 
imploring mercy^ ^ 

In 1353 the bifliop of Lincoln made Ro- 
ger de S. Lis, profeflbr of divinity of th:il 
convent, to be confeflTor of the fraternity, 
with power to give abfolution in incefts, a- 

D • dulteries. 
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dulterics, broken vows, rapes, fodomies, 
blalphemies, and losing violent hands otf 
priefts.- 

Saint Nicholas was the favorite faint of 
this order, and their monafteries were fre- 
quently dedicated^ to him. 

Speed mentions two houfes of thefe Domi- 
nicans at Stamford, one of which he calls the 
monalferjr of St. Michael,, the valuation of 
which at it's diffolutibn was {^yz. lis. iod.\y 
the other of St. Mary and St. Nicholas,, 
founded by Talbois earl of Anjou and Wm. 
de Romara, valued at £6^.- 1^. gd. but it 
is uncertain which ofthefe is that we are treat- 
ing on, or where the other ftoodl 

AUSTIN friary: 

The Auftin Friary ftood on the kft hand-' 
juft without St»- Peters gate, and extended to 
the path which leads from the little bridge 
over the mill-river to the Uppingham road,* 
the wall was nearly half a mile in circumfe-i 
rence; the building itfelf wa&an exaft fquajre„. 
each face being eighty yards in length.. 

Mr. Forfter faiys that he faw the pilkrs and 
a window dug up, and that in digging a faw-* 
pit, human bones and (kulls were wund. 

In 1 7 1 2 Alderman Feaft, who rented the* 
ground of the Earl of Exeter, procured his 
kave to dig in itforftoneto build'abarnj and^ 

he 
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he got as much bolides as buili: a little court- 
yard where he lived on Peter hill, many ftones' 
with which he built the wall of this yard Were 
curioufly carved with figures of birds, beafts> 
fruits and flowers, y : 

.A feal was alfo dug up finely engraved, 
and had .this infcription, Sigillum Domini 
Thome Dei Gratia EiphinenfijB Epifcopi* 
i. e. the feal of Thomas by the grace of God 
bifhop of Elphin. Elphin is in Ireland, and 
the bifliop might perhaps lie here in his tra- 
vels ' and lofe it, it was in the pofiefiion of 
John Maddifon efq. of Ketton, 

Another feal was ibund as large as a half-. 
peniiy, repVefentihg the buft of a bearded 
nnian, with the following infcription, Sigil- 
lum Hugonis Capellani, round the borden 

A load of Roman tiles were alfo dug up, 
liey were glazed and of difierent colours, 
nine inches fquare and two thick, and twelve 
inches from corner to comer lying on a paved 
floor; ihdr^^ere a great many more which 
wer£ broken and not carried away, (k) 
• About a ftone's throw weft of this convent 
is a hedge called pewterers* hedge, where Mr. 
Peck thinks the pewterers kept ftalk formerly 
during Midlent fair, for a great part of the fair 
was kept without the town. 

Leland fays that this convent was founded 
about 1380 by one Fleming a very rich man 
in Steneford. 



. Pits fays, that Thomas Winton belonged 
to this monaft^iy, who was an author of great 
rq)Ute, and the Prorincial or Chief of the 
lyhble Order of them in Engtand, and an op-^ 
pofer of* WicklifFe: he flourifhed about 
^380- (l) 

Wm^ de Stehfeford, Leland fejrs, was of* 
this convent, a man of great fame and learn^* 
ihg, an eloquent preacher, fervent, aitd very 
armil in perfuading, who fiourifhed about 
^390. 

Richard Warner was the laft prlcr^ who 
with five friars futrendered this monaftery to 
Henry VIII . Oftober 6, 1539- 
. The Auftin iFriars, derived their <3irigirt 
from Saint Auflin, and came from Itaiy inta 
England in 1252. (m) 

Fuller lays that the friars of this ohlerwerc 
efteemed great and able ^fputants, and (till 
remembered for their excellency at Oxford, 
where the aft performed by the candidates fof 
their mafters is cialled the keeping of Auflins. 

In 1423 Roger f'loivers of Oakham left 
fix marks to each of the four Friaries at 
Stamford* 

There were many more orders of Fijars^ 
but at the council of Lyons it iT^as ena&ed^ 
that there fliould be but four orders of mendi- 
cant or begging Friars, and thefe were the^ 
Ibur of which an account has been given. 

Rofs 
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Rofs fays that there were three forts of po- 
verty among themi one, which was the 
greateft,. was to haye nodiing either of their 
own or in common, this was that of the Grey 
Priars ; another was to have nothing of their 
own, but fcwnething in common, as books, 
clothes and fopd, this was that of the Black 
Friars J the third was to have foipething of 
their own and fomething in common, but 
only neceiFaries, fuch as food and clothes ; 
this was thatt of the White and Auftin Friars. 

The difference between a monk and a friar 
is this, the firft is one whofc monaftery is en-^ 
dowed with lands for it's fupport^ but a -friar 
is one whtrfc monaftery has rarely any more 
land or efltate than the bare fituation of the 
houfe and gardens, and they lived "* by the 
daily alms of the people in the neighbour- 
hood, and if any part of thefe alms was left 
ftt night they gave it to the poor, who attend* 
pd their gate for that purpofe, and the friar$ 
themfel ves truft?d to providence for the morT 

row. (n) 
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NOTES on Chapter IL 



(a) The White /r/tfry waj probably of great note 
in England becauCe fo many Provincials chofe to refide 
here, whereas wc read but of OR.e in the Qrey Friar^f 
one in that of St. Ju/itnUt ^nd none at all in the Black 
Friary : the ilte of it is now a clofe in pofleifion qf 
Geo* Denjhire Ejqy which he rents of the Earl of Exeter. 

(Bc) They were called Cjarmes. ^ifcaleed, or bare^- 
footed Friars : Weever fays that they appeared in the 
world about 11709 and a« foon as. they came into 
England feated themielves at Nenvenden in Kent* The 
Carnuikes always dedicating their convents to jh6 
Virgin Ma/ry Pope Honor ius IV. ordered them to be 
called Brothers of Mary ^ which pleafed them fo much 
that they procured three years pardon from Pope Urban 
VI. for all thole who would call them by that name ; 
whereupon many, knowing their vanity, and how 
little they were akin to the Virgin Mary, called them 
Brothers of Mary the Egyptian Whore^ at which the 
Pope was exceedingly difpleafed. 

(c) He was Provincial twelve years, and had under 
his government 1500 Carmes throughout the natign ;. 
he refigned.his ProvinciaUbip and foon after died. 

She 



\ 
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(d) She has loft ber head fince Mr. Petk^s time, 
ihe remainder of her is about a yard high, and we 
can jaft perceive that it is the fculptured drapery of a 
female. This convent* is now only a clofe in pofTef- 
fion of James Hurft E/g; rented alfo of the Earl of 
£xfter. 

(e) St. Francis chofe to hare the Grey Friars called 
FfiMTs Mintnrs^ or ^Minorites , in token of their greater 
humility. The ftreet called the Mfnories, near the 
tower in London, was fo called from a monailery of 
^eirs being fituated in it. In 1467 St. Francis de Paul 
a Cdlahriam^ having a mind to outdo this $t. Francis^ 
inlUtuted an order which he would have to be called 
Minims* St. Francis was born at AJ/tfio in Italy ; he 
was a merchant in his youth, but a fit of iicknefs made 
bim devout : he wore a hair fhirt with a fack over it, 
tied with a rope, begging bare-footed and bare-]pgged 
fiom door to door« 

When his venereal appetite became inflammatory he . 
repelled it by an application of fuow. Butler ob- 
liquely mentions it. 

He would in frofly weather grow 
Enamoured ojf a w^e-^f fnow. 

Buchanan defcribes his mode of operating in thefe 
coeigetical words — Terehrat perterebratque ni*vem. — 
But how he managed matters in fummer this Deponent 
faith not. 

He died in 1226. Nine of his OJider firft landed at 
Dover iVL 1224s their fandtity was deemed fo great, 

that 
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ihat it wju cuilomacy for perfons in tfaek loft fick- 
nefsto fend for their garmeiUiy ^nd ii\tiiem to^dicj^ 
Itod in them to foe buried. 

(f) This Sir '^ahtii IJolland; half brother to th^ 
]Cing wa» created Duke of Exeftr^ ^nd married tUi?^ 
Sifter of ^fnry IV> bat was beheaded for ,feditious 
prances, in 13999 the veqr £rft year of the iaid Kiiig's 
reign, and fonrteen *^%%x% after he ^mmitted the 
vnurder. 

(c) The iiril lord BurghUy in his diary, (ays that ox\ 
Auguft 5, 1565^ Queen £^'2^^r/& was entertainfd s^t 
Ills hoiife at the Grey Friary^ becaufe his daughter 
^n was Suddenly feized with the froall pox at Burleigh^ 

In 1 35 1 Thomas Ifingefion ^nd John Fox, Gtey Friars 
of Lincoln* and the Rev. William Fox of Let near 
Qainjhorntigh^ forcibly carried off a Nun from Brai-^ 
tolme Gunnery in Noititighamjhirej aijd tlripping her 
of her religious habit dreffed her in ^ green gown,, 
for which they were profecuted. 

Hollingfiid and Sjohu relate that on Corpus Qhriftl 
day in 1402, the devil entered Danbury church ii^ 
Bffex at evening fervice, and j;rcatly frighted the con- 
gregation^ and that he came in the likenefs of a Grey 
Friar with a temped and thunder, which brol^e the 
fieeple and fcattered half tj^e cluncel abroad. 

(h) Mr. John Tallix fen. lives on this fpot and rents 
it of Lord Brownlow Cuft oiBekon. Mr. TalUs lately 
purchafed the manfion boufe for about 30Q pounds^ 

ancl 



and palled it down foir i('> m^t^riaU it being vtrj 
much 4ccaye4* 

I 

(t) S^t. Doimmk was i^ Sp^J^Urdt, bo{fit «t C^hhifrra^ 
Sithrt of Qhaciftsr faai llus lolloi%sii|; line; ooj^roii^ 

« this order of JAiri^' Frian ; 

♦ 

^fjrn/ Qpmofk hti bygan, in the^reieol grtce ywis 
M. C. C. no more iaita\» hit ya« 

(k) The flloor of the ftixUm in a f»riQ«houfe ia 
fil/gatf is payed ^i.th fynie of tb((9 tiUs ;, Wicbw 
^m^ no^ lives to this bpu^. 

(l) Tis no won.det that the /r/iri opposed ^/ri* 
Vjfe^ for he had aCerted chat chey ought to get their 
liVelihood hj work not by begging i IVickliffe die4 
in 1385 at his paiift at hu$iv^9rtb^ and fo|[ty years 
after he was dug up aftd burnt ^r a heretic* . 

(m) S.t. JuJHufi2A an Afr'^fim and BifliAp of Uytpoi, 
in Jfrkfkx he died in 430wfafen the city was befieged, 
and oug^t to be diftingnifbed from St* Aufiin the n^onk 
$ril archbiihop of CunUxkury wt]iO di^d in 604 • 

(n) The Jpr/Vir/ were exceed! pgly enriched by thcr 
burials of great perfonages, for they perfuaded^eople 
to believe that the devil wouid have no power over 
them if they were buried in th^ir 'Con.rent or in theic 
drefs. 

They got mo^aey too, l]\y confefling and^g^anting 
penance or afa{biution according as they were paid j^ 
they alfo did whatever they conJd ^0 petfuade dying 

pctfo^« 
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pcrfons to leave fomething either for their main tenancr 
^r repairs of their convent. Chaucer jgives the follow* 
ing defcription of a Friar confefling a dying man. 

Yeve me then of thy gold to make onr cloifter 
, Quod he, for ipany a tnufldey and many an oifler# 
When other men have been full well at eafe 
H^th been oar food oar cloifter for to reafe, 
• And y«t God wot unneath the foundament 
Performed is ; ne of our pavement 
Is not a tile yet within oar wones, , 
. By God wc owen fourty pound for ftones. 

' It feems by this that oyfters were reckoned poor food 
in thofe days, and this reminds me of the many oyfter 
/hells I faw all along the foot of the fouth w^l of the 
Wbitt Friary when> the earth was pared near it ia 
prder to inake the turnpike road to J)e$ping. 

The fame poet writes thus too of a Friar. 

Full fweetly heard he cotifeffion* 
And pleafant was hisabfolution. 
He was an eaiie man to give penaunce 
There as he wi(t to have a good pittaunce» 
For unto a poor •rder for to give 
It is a figne a man is well yfhryvcy 
Therefore inftede of weeping and prayeres 
M^n mote'^ive iilver to the poor Frurth 

Piers the Plowman fays 

'Go confefs (o fome Frier and (hew him thy fins 
For while fortune is thy friend Friers will the lovc ^ 
Friers follow folke that ver riche 
And folke that are pore at little price they fet. 

Yet fo attached are people to thofe religious cuftoms^ 
they have been long ufed to, however s^bfurd in them*' 

felvc^» 
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felves, that the fuppreffion of Friariis, Monafterieu 
ice. a^oally caufed a rebellion in Lincolnjhire, whca 
feveral grievances were prefented to the king on that 
^ccoant. 

The following ^-el^yon of two Jf r/>r; is taken froqi 
Jflomefield'^s HUloryof Norfolk, VoUlifi, p. 647, and 
it is to be hoped that the fingularity of it's events may 
in fome xneafure atone for it's little connexion wii;h 
^bis Hiftory. 

«• Sii: T. Erpjngham lord warden of the Cinqm? 
Ports a knight of grcsat id^mir who was with Hen. V. ia 
all his f tench w^rs^ after peace was rcllored retired tp 
tis feat in Kor^wkh with his wife who was an exquifitct 
beauty ; here, after the cullom of thofe tiaics he built 
9 churchy and between it and his manfion houfe a fmall 
convent for twelve Friars only and an Abbot ; in thi.l 
there were two Friars named 2^^>&« and JjHtbatd^ who 
were at perpetual enmity, nor could they ty%x be pei;*.. 
feftly reconciled by apy mediation whatfoever- 

It was cuftomary for the knight and his lady td rif<? 
Jaily ta morning prayers, and flie being extremely 
affable, it bred a boldnefsin Friar John, fo thajt when- 
ever ihc came through the cloyfter he always attende4 
her with njany bow^ and civilities, whieh fte faf^ 
pedling nothing as civilly returned ; this eincoarage4 
him fo much that at length it was vifiblc to the whole 
convent, and he prefumedeven tp writ^ a letter to her 

> which with great difficulty came into her hands ; th^ 
lady aftonifhed tha» fuch lewdncfs ihould proceed fron\ 

* ;Onc profeffmg chaftity, yet no^ knowing but i^ 
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inight be a tfick of her hufband's to make trial of her^ 
fhe very prudently ihewed it him, at this he was fo 
jnuch enraged that he vowed revenge^ and caufing an 
anfwer to be inlian(Iy dr^wn he cominanded her to fef 
)ier name to i( : in tliis letter ihe fhe\yed great cqm- 
paffion and to]d hia^ that the next night her huHiand 
iieing to go to Londpn, (he would admit him. Th(? 
lettec. was received with joy unfpeakable. - 

Againft this happy night he provides clean liqeny 
a perfumed night-cap and other neceifaries ; he ke^ps 
the time^ obferves tjie place, and is {"eceived by her 
alone who conveys him into a chamber, which he no 
fooner entered than in ruihes the furious knight, ^th 
one of his fervants, and, without giving him time to 
f:all for help either tp thie houfe or to heaven, itraagled 
. him and left him dead on the ground. 

Hie rage being qow over he began to refle£l oq the 
fin he had committers and the ej^treme danger he w^ 
iji fhould he be 4^teded, when, a|ter various pro- 
je^s between him and his man they refolved to 
(Tonvey the cprpf^ ^apk into the ^^onaftery, which ^as 
dividedTrom the hpiife only by a wall ; the man re-* 
membering a ladder that happened to be in the back 
yard, brings it and fets it again ft the wall, and botl^ 
lifting up the body^ the njan with the friar on his back 
mounts and iits with him aftridethe wall, then drawr 
ing up the ladder defcends with him into (he mona-c 
llery, where feeing thelioufe of oiHce door open, he 
fets him on the feat as upright as poflible, and returns,^ 
}fm in his hurry forgot th? ladder, wheii aft^r telling 
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h\% nailer liow he had dir|ft6(b4 of hiiii> bciag bettes 
comlbtted thej went to bed^ ih« ladjF kaowiag nothing^ 
•f the matteri • * * 

At this inftailt Ffiar Richard Who had been illi»f a 
pnrging was obliged to rife, and run to the heceflaryy 
where by the Ughi of the mobti he difderned fomebody 
had otcnpied this place, at which he tdntidned himfeli^ 
as long as he ttt% able, but itndidg ho rddoedy, h» 
firft called* thto entreated htm to conie out^ but ^<x^ 
being anfweied he thonght it done on pdrpofe* ahd 
the'more fo when on dhiwing t little nearer he per<a 
Reived it to be his old enemf F'i^f Johd, who thd 
looder he calli^ feemed the left to liAen ; he was lotii 
to play the floven in the yard becatife die whcde c<^n^ 
vent knew of his complaint^ thcffcfore diiaking thit 
to be only a ionnterfat deafnefs^ He- fnatched vp il 
brick-bat in grett rage and threw it ftili on his foreaft^ 
dowfi tambies Friar John without motion^ on fee- 
ing which he ran to raife him» b«t at lengA finding 
kirn to be really dead, he verHy faelieTed that he hadt 
killed him ; what fifould he do \ the gates are iockedi 
he c^n6t efcape, bnt in lookthg about he efpiei 
the ladder, this put him in mind of what had beed 
Whifpered about the friar's love to the lady; thereford 
lifting him on his (boulder he Inofints it, and conveys 
him into the porch of the knight's hall, where fetting^ 
him as upright too as he could^ he cdtaveyl hiixifelf 
back into the monallery. 

While thefe things were going on, the knight's 

confcience troablii^ him prevented his fleepit)g» he 

calls 
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Calls up the fervant and bidsliim Jiil'Ca about the walla 
0f the monafteiy whether he could hear any noife or 
no ; the man being obliged to pafs through the hall t9' 
(o to the yard* perceives FrUr John fitting bolt ^p- 
jsight in the ^orch* 

' Terrified at this ghaftly fight, he rune Ijack agaiit 
fllmofl otrt of his wits and out of. breath, but as foon 
as he could fpeak, he acquaints his mailer,, who thinks 
itig it to be only the man's imaginafikiti would not 
llelieve it, but went doWn with hltrtf wlien he too be^ 
came an eye-witnefs of this horrid obje^« 

Being now almoA jdelpairtog, aftd thinking murder 
a iin of fo heinoiiraiia'ture ^hat God would not let. 
k be concealed, yet at length he again oolledled hb 
Ipirits and thought of onp more trial. 

He remembered that he had anoM flallbn in the 
.fiable which he had rode in the French wars, and alfo 
•a rufly armour hanging «p in his armoury^ hr, com« 
mands tke.fe to *be inilantly brought^ the hopfe is 
Addled and caparifoned, the armour puton the Frisuv 
•and he fet on horfebajck, bound in kis fdat flrongly 
with new cords, a cafe df ruliy* piftols hung by his 
£de, a lance tied to hk wrid, and the lower end put 
in the refl» his bead-piece clafped on, his beaver upy 
5|hc (kirt of his grey gown -fcrving for bafes-; th^s arm* 
xd cap^a^pee they turn him and the hor-fe out of the 
;gate to feek new adventures. 

While this was tranfadling Eri^r Richard no lefti 

troubled in confcience, ponders what he ihould do to 

jprevent the worA, at length he concludes it to be the 

fafcft 
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ftfeft way to fly, but being fat he thought it bed 
to ride ofFy and recdle^ng there was a mare be-''> 
longing to the Friary, which wasnfed by the baker iV 
fetch and carry corn to and fromthe milly he calk hinr 
up and^ teUs hinr that he anderftood that thei^ waar 
meal to be fetched that morning, and if he would \t^ 
]rim have the mare he would fare him t\it trouble, and: 
briag it back before it was light ; the baker willing i<^ 
fave himfelf the labour, opens the back gate and the 
Fiiar rides out juft when the knight and his man had 

turned out the dead I^riar to feeic his loptuner^ 

• . . . * 

The horfe quickly fcents the xnare and after^her he 
gallops ; Friar Richard looking back was amazed to 

• 

fee an armed knight purfue^ him, and more amazed 

flill when he difcovered him to be Friar John, for partly 

by the light of the moon, and partly by the break o^ 

day,' he could fee his face as his* beaver was up ; he 

now fpiirs the mare with great fury and^after fpeed» 

tfie horfe; fo great was their noife in the town that 

many were awaked out of their morning ileep and rat^ 

to their windows: at laff Friar Richard happened ta- 

«de into a turn-again lane, here Friar John overtaken 

luAi, the horfe alTaults the mare, the rufty armoux^ 

claihes with' a moft frightful noife* 

Friar Richard's burthcned confcience accufing him> 

he bwls out GUILTY. GUILTY of the MURDER f 

at the cry of murder people ran out of their 

beds into the flreet, and coming up to him he con*' 

fefles the barbarous fadl of murthering one of his own 

convent, and being purfued'by bis ghoft; 

The 
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The grttd|« between theim being known, the juASt^ 
of heaven ftrikei every ohei Friar John is difmoonted 
and'fent to the gfave« Fnitr Richard u {eat tn prifoni 
and by his own . confeifian condemned i but^ before 
hit execution^ the knight {>ofls to the king and lays 
thf! whole affair before. hinT) who p^doned him for 
his former feiVices, isnd this event Hcill remains upon 

i ittd itt iohtiHf that Ai above Sir Thomas ^rpitt^^ 
tm was Ldrd WaVden of the On^ue forts in the 
reign of Henry lV# 

iterkih 6r kremifet 9XA AnchoreU weft Jblitary per- 
fofts living alotie in cetts without any ibciety ; the firft 
of thefe was ^aul of Tklet In Itgypu who lived I 

about the year 260, the feet5nd was St. Anthony of ^ 
££;y/ too who died in 34$^^t tkie age oif 105. 

In the laH of Exner*s library there ir a curious 
^tranflationof a Pfalter, At. by one l^ichati a Hefmitj 
who probably livtd in the ftigh of £fr«. H. The firft 1 
chapter of Mtatiihkf begins thiis : 

Thie Boc of the geMcratbttA of thu Ctift Tone of 
bf David, foneof Abraham^ Abriiham gendride Kaad^ 
ifaac forfoye gendride Ideob> lacob forfoye gendride 
Ittdas and hys brey tren. 
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BRAZEN-NOSE COLLEGE -~- SEM-. 
PRINGHAM HALL ~ PETERBO- 
ROUGH HALL — BLACK HALL 
/ - St. LEONARD'S MONASTERY ^- 
NEWSTED PRIORY --- BROWNE'S 
HOSPITAL. 

WOOD fays that Brazen-Kofe College 
was a very antient ftrufture near St^ 
Paul's gate, and there ftill remains, fays he, 
a large gate, and in that a fcfs door, to which 
is fixed a brazen head which fufpends an iron 
ring thrcTugh it'^ nofe, having a fliew of great 
«itiqtuty, (a) it had, contintaes he, a good 
refcftory or hall, and in all writings or re- 
ceipts preferves the mxm of Brazen-^oli: 
Cpllcge. 

■E 
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It was pulled down id i66t by order of 
the corporation' who wer,e it's proprietors, 
gnd a large building erefted with it's materi- 
als which is now a charity fchool ; but they 
would not fufFer the gate td be deftroyed, 
and only fet it a little forwarder : the ftone 
arch feems to have been built about the year 
1300. 

The Hall was exceeding large and had it's 
hearth in the middle of the floor, and there 
were many little rooms and apartments, with 
fome ftone ftairs that were the ftudents' lodg- 
ings- 

This Brazen Head was imagined ' by the 
common people to be made by Friar Bacon 
which fpoke, and that if his fervant had bi^t 
flipped the ring out of his mouth at that crit- 
ical moment the town would have been walled 
with brafs. 

Brazen-Nofe College at Oxford probably 
took it's name from this college, for ' it was 
built long after in the reign of Henry VII • 
by Richard Sutton and the bifhop of Lincoln . 
who in vifiting his diocefe perhaps might 
take notice of this. 

When the quarrel happened between the 
fouthern and northern ftudents at Oxford in 
Nov. 1 33 J, many of the latter both mafters 
,;ind fcholars retired to Stamford, ahd chiefly 
refided here; more followed in May, June and 
July 1334, beginning, or, as Wood fays, ra- 
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ther reftoring auniverfity, and now, fays he^ 
was fulfilled the followingprophecy of Merlini 

Doftrinas (ladium, qaod nunc viget ad vada boum^ 
Tempore Ventui-o celebrabitilr ad vada Taxi. 



]. e. 



That nddioiis throng which Oxcnford doth cheriiti 
In time to cothe thb Sconyford fhall nouriih. 

Spehcer thus mentions it. 

And after him the fatal Welland went 

That if old fawes prove trUii, which tod forbid^ 

Shall drovvne all Holland with his excreihent. 
And fhall fee Stamford^ tho' nbw homely hid^ 
Then fhine in learning more than ever did 

Cambridge or Oxford England^s goodly beams^ 

Many of thefe ftudents belonged to Mcr-* 
ton college, and the reafon of this feparation 
is fuppofed to be, becaufe the univerfity re- 
fufed to chufe the northern men into their 
fellowfhips on the fame footing with the 
fcuthern. 

Here they read lectures, held difputations, 
and received the neighbouring youth that 
Were lent to them, fo that the Oxonians be- 
coming uneafy petitioned Edward III to write 
to the pope about it and compel them to 
return^ alleging that it would be a great 
prejudice to their univerfity* 

But they liked their fituation fo well that 
the king had a great deal of trouble to get 
them removed. 

He wrote a letter to the high (heri£F of 
Lincoln, but they paid no fo^f of regard to 
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thif orde^y therefore in his fecond ktter hxs 
ordered him ta mak^ a proclamation in the 
town,. that thofe wha did not immediately 
rthlfft Aotrtd hivtt both their books and 
cffedts confifcatcd ; this frightened ibme fa 
much, that they obeyed,, but ftill many fin- 
gbr^d behind continuing to ftudy and teach 
as before, and they petitioned his majefly ta 
let them remain as tney were under the pro- 
te(9ioiii of earl Warren. 
' This ^ain alarmed the Oxonians, and 
they petitioned Edward to refufe their requeft, 
therefore on the twenty-eighth of March he 
wrote to Wni. Truiiel a very angry letter^ 
enduring him ta take the high IherifF with 
Him to Stainford and lend him the names of 
the rftculants. 

Thefe obeyed the king and ftayed till they 
were turned out of the towri^ but as foon as 
thefe two departed they returned through the 
townfoen's perluafion and renewed their 
ftudies: upon this his maiefty directed a 
€ommiffion of enquiry to ex-amine their names 
and to fee that their books and goods be im- 
iilediately feized and confifcated. 

An inquifition was therefore taken before 
the above Wm. Truffel, and a lift of their 
;iames were brought ta him, when there were 
found to be feventeen majfers, one bachelor, 
fix parilh priefts, . fourteen ftudents, befides 
many fcholars of a lower order and fervants^ 



Philip the iremciple or fteward of Braaen- 
Nofc College is n^emipned as on© qf the ffeu- 
dents. They wctc all puniihed with loft of 
goods and impriibnmentji and then r^ni^ded 
ta Oicford, 

One H. de R. their ringleader, befid§s 
thefe puniflirnents, h^d his narne ftruck out, 
and puni/hed with ecclefiaftieal cenfures aad 
heavy fines. Some of them probably reiided 
at St. t^onard*s and the White Friars. 

To prevent any farther dopfments, (he 
tiniveriity made a ftatute that. Whoever 
flionld take a degree at Oxford (hould alfo 
take an oath neither to read nor be prefent at 
the reading of any ieftur^s at Stammrd in the 
manner of a univerflty feminary or public 
college, and this oath is faid to be ftill taken^ 

The Cambridge imivcrflty alfo enafted a 
(imilar fti^tute, that none fhould take 4 degree 
or read publickly out of Cambridge, Oxford 
excepting, for Richard White ^n old SVthor 
writes that many Cambridge ftudents with- 
drew to Chefter, and erefted ^ fchool thf pe, 
and then removed to Stamford wh^^ mwy 
Oxonians Joined them> which fays Peck was 
probably in 1262, 

Selden alfo mentions an earlier diyifipn 
among the Oxford ftudent^, and that they 
removed to Northampton in the reign of 
Henry III. 



^54 HISTORY of StAMFORD. 

From the above it is plain enough th^t 
Stamford was then a town of note for femi- 
naries of learning, elfe 'why fhould they pre- 
fer it to fettle in before any other place, but 
that it contained places proper for their recep- 
tion, for it is not near Oxford. 

According to Harding there was a uni- 
verfity at Stamford which remained till the 
arrival of St. Auftin when pope Gregory in- 
terdicted it with the other public fchools in 
Britain on account of herely. 

Yet as Forfler juftly obferves there never 
was ftriAly fpeakine a univerfity here, fince 
this requires the uipreme authority for it's 
-incorporation^ which Stamfqrd had not.(B) 

In 1 704 the building aforefaid, that was 
crefted with it's materials, was converted into 
a charity fchool, for it was not originally de- 
ligned for one. 

This fchool was intended for twenty-four 
children to be employed in fpinning, reading, 
writing, and to be taught pfalmody and 
religion. 

The corporatipn, befides the aflignment of 
the aforefaid houfe, and keeping it in repair, 
gave twenty pounds a year out of the town 
ftock for three years J 

The 
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The Earl of Exeter gave •— 16 2 6 

The Earl of Nottingham, i 10 o o' 

The Hon. William Cecil, -^ 10 o o' 

Charles Bertie Efq; ■ ■ ' 10 o ^o 
Sir Edmund Turner, r— loop 

T)r, John Sharp, late Abp. of York, \6 2 6 

The late Earl of Gainflborough, 10 15, o 

John Brown Efq; of Toltborpe, 100 o o ' 
Dr. Frederick Slare, out of the e- 1 

ilate of jofeph Neal Efqj dcvi- > 200 o o 

fed for charitable ufcs, J 

Richard Brockle{by, clerk, -—100 o q , 

Sir Thomas Trollope of Cafwick, 47 o o 

Mr. Edward Greaves, » ■ > ■ 10 o o. 

Mrs. Mary Walburghin 1725, 50 o o • 

Mrs. Wills of Exton, — joo o o 

Some of which perfons, befides the bene- 
faftions abovementioned, fubfcribcd yearly 
as follows. 

The Hon. William Cecil, ^. — 300" 

Charles Bertie Efq; ■ "joe 

Sir Edmond TurniBr, 400 

Sir Thomas Trollop, *• 4 op 

Several other neighbouring gentleman ^ild 
clergymen, as well as inhabitants of the town, 
have from time to time contributed very freely 
and generoyfly towards the fupport of the'faid 
fchool. 

This foundation is for twenty-four chilr. 
dren, who are wholly maintained and lodged 
in the fchool r befides others that come daily 
to learn to fpinandread there; which advaa-^ 
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tage lies ojpen to ^ the poor in the town and 
neighboxirnood, ^d is denied to none* that 
will make ufe of it ; there are a miflrefs, and a 
fervant refident to teach thqm what h proper 
to make the girls good lervants j as Ipinning,, 
knitting, lewing, §z:c. And a matter attends 
daily to improve the boys in writing, finging 
of pfalms, and accompts ; who likewife takes 
an account of the children*s work and beha- 
viour; reads prayers, and catechizes them. 
There are three ftewards appointed at their 
annual meeting to fuperintend the whole, 
who hare great powjer lodged in them : And 
two auditors to mfpeft their account, which 
are to be laid before them, four davs or more 
before the annual meeting : And an apotheca- 
ry is defired eonftantly to attend when any^ 
are Cck, and provide fuch medicines, as 
ihall be judged fuitable to their preftnt exi- 
gencies : The ftewards are chofen by the truf- 
tees; and any one iubfcribing twenty fhiilings 
a year, is always qualified to aft as a truftee. * 

SEMPRINGHAM HALL 

Stood on Peter-hill in St, Peter's parifli,, 
on the north fide, about a ftone's throw from 
the gate ; there was a chapel and chantry 
adjoining it built kmg be£>re» and dedicated 
to the virgin Mary,^ and thence called St. 
Mary's chapel : aldcrrnan Feaft lived on this 
ipot and built a wall £br a little court yard 

• For the prcftnt Bate of this fchool fee the Mcdna Part. 
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with fome of the carved ftones that were dug 
up in St. Auftin's Friary as has been before 
mentioned* (c) 

The above was founded in 1292 by Ro^ 
bert Luttrel reftor of Irnham, for the educa- 
tion of thofe youths who- were defigned for 
Gilbertine monks at Sempringham, and 
therefore he gave them to the prior and cofl- 
vent of thofe monks^ who promifed to keep 
a number of ihidents here for the increafe of 
thdr convent ; and for their maintenance, the 
faid. Robert Luttrell gave them lands in 
Stamford, Cottefmore, Ketton and Cafterton, 

Thisorder'of Gilbertines was inftituted by 
one Gilbert lord of Semprin^am, contrary 
to the conftitution of Juftinian who forbad 
double monafteries, that is, of men and wo- 
men together, and in 1148 pope Eugeniusi 
III. cohfirmed it : this Gilbert founded thir- 
teen convents, and lived to fee feven hundred 
friars and eleven hundred fillers. 

PETERBOROUGH HALL 

Was fituated oppofite the fouth door of 
All Saints' church. The refedory or hall 
was a large handfome room, in the north-end 
of which was a fpacious church-like window 
with much painted glafs in it, with the figure 
of a cock in two or three places, ax>d the 
fame figure being in feveral piaces in the 
windows of St, Martin's churchy which was 
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under the abbot of Peterborough's patronage, 
ferveB to confimni the tradition of this being 
Peterborough Hall. When I was a fchool- 
. boy, fays Mr. Peck, to Mr. RoUo curate of 
St. John's church the fcholars kept their 
fq^ft in this roona. 

All thofe houfes which form the weft fide 
jof the white meat market were built on the*-' 
ipot whereon the eaft fjde of this hall ftpod. 

In this hall the yojjng ftudents refided wlio 
were defigned to be monks of Peterborough 
minfter, and hence it received it's name. 

It was pulled down about tlie year 1 705 
by Mr. White q^ baker, who owned it, and 
built the prefent houfe on it's fite. (d) 

BLACK HALL 

Stood jiorth-weft of All Saints' church 
juft by thp fteeple. Here, fays Mr. Wood, 
was lately ftanding a houfe of great antiquity 
called Black Hall, the ftrufture of it's kitch- 
en fhewing evident marks of antiquity. 

It was a fchool for the youth belonging to 
fome h.(Jtk of Benedi6f ine or Black Monks, 
not Friars, for it was endowed with lands in 
Stamford field called Black Hall Leas. 

This hall was demoliflied foon after Peter- 
borough hall, and a houfe built with it's 
materials, (e) 

There was an abby of Ciftertian monks in 
Stamford, but by whom founded or where 
fituated, fays Mr. Peck, is to me a fecret. 
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In 1 2 1 4 king John confirmed the gift of 
ten nnarks per annum which William Humet 
lor.d of Stamford had given them. . ' 

There was alfo in the town a Hall called 
.Vauldey Hall belongii^g to Vauldy Abby, or 
the Abby de valle dei by Grimfthorpe, but 
it's fitu^tion IS unknown too, Nicholas de 
^^' Stamfordjj a,n excellent Tcholar, who flourilh- 
ed about the year 1 3 1 0, belonged to this hall. 

Tradition fays that there was a college in 
5t. Mary's ftreet where Mr, Bywater the gui^- 
frnith lived ; his ftiop and parlour were the 
hall, his kitchen window has ftill fome 
painted glafs, and on it's floor was a ftone, 
pn which was fattened a fmall brafs plate as 
on grave ftones. (f) 

There was a houft of great antiquity in the 
high ftreet called Windqiilj Inn, and another 
in the fame ftreet pulled down by Mr. Mooi^e 
where was much gilding, and the arms of 
Edward IIL are yet on chimney piece, (c) 

The remains of Brazen-Nofe college and 
of all the other colleges carry no ^||p of anti- 
quity higher if fo high as Henry I. time. 

The Hofpital of St. Logar is mentioned in 
old writings, which perhaps ftood without 
St. Paul's gate where' earl Warren gave five 
acres of burial ground to the town. 

* 

SAINT 
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fSAINT LEONARDOS MONASTERY 

Of Benediftine or Black Monks dedicated 
to St. Leonard flood about a quarter of a 
ipik eaft of Stamford, (h) 

It was began to be built about the year 658 
^t the fame time with Peterborough minfter, 
but finifhed before it. St. Wilfrid the elder, 
srfterwards bifliop of York, founded it,, and 
it was iht oldeft conventual church in. all 
"South Mercia. Wilfrid being educated at 
Lincoln gave it to the Benediftjne monies of 
that city: he died at Oundle in 709 aged 
feventy five, (i) 

In 1 08 a William the conqueror and Wil- 
' liam Kairliph bifhop of Durham rebuilt it, 
and they gave it to the prior and convent of 
Purham to make a cell for the monks of that 
monafteiy 5 it was endowed with lands called 
the manor of Cuthbert's fee, which alfo be- 
longed to the cathedral church of Durham, 
. far this was dedicated to St. Cuthbeft, (k) 
^nd the monks were likewife Benedidine.s. 

The fide aifles are both deftroyed which 
when ftanding made the front ;{: as broad 
again, and mult have been a beautiful piece 

tThas part of th« front tKiw ftafidi-nj m^afuret 
thirty-three fecc and i^ dsfirvsd]y admii^. The 
lovers of antiquity are much obliged to the Earl of 
Exeter who has given a proof of his good taite in cauf* 
iftg it lately to be repaired^ but [or which ere now it 
}is^4 been in ruins* 
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it now \%y and even "then beyond die nave 
ftood the IVeeple ^herein hung the bells> 2^di 
on each iide that wi^re d^ crois aifles r beyond 
the fleeple (bood the <:hoir» io that what now 
ranains is not the fifth part of the original 
buildings and yet it is a good part of the nave 
4f the church. It muft have been gloomy 
from the narrownefc of it's windows, and 
theie were made obfcurer by the painte4 
glaj6, biit it was enlightened by a great nuoi'* 
ber of lamps which were continually burning.. 

St. Benedict was the founder c£ the orddr 
of Benedi6&nes or Black moaksy wha himfidr 
ercSed twelve monafteiies; the order Was 
brought into England in 596 1^ Auftin the 
monk, (l) 

In rji7 the parfon of St. Feter's church 
in Stamford brought an aftion againft the 
prior of Ehirham and others for carrying away 
his corn wiriiout paying tythes, but they de- 
fended it by alfirttiing it was tythes belonging 
to St. Leonard*$v 

Sir Henry de Stamford^ who was defted 
Enfhop of Durham, refidcd here during the 
latter part of his life which ended in 1320^ 
and he was bili»ied in die choir before the higb 
altar r he Was bom on St. Leonard** day^ 
ele<5ted bifhop on St, Leonard's day, and bu^ 
ried in* Stt Leooard's church ; after his bwiat 
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a light was {ten Ihining on his grave like i 
funbeam- ^ 

Cells wel'e lifed as a ntirfery for young 
monks, where they werfe fent to ftudy under 
their feniors ; alfo as a punifhment of thofe 
who were banilhcd fronn their prin(!ipal hou- 
fes ; alfo for the recefs of eminent perfons 
who, being ill treated by the king^ pope, or . 
their own mohafteries, chofe to leave them 
and live here in retirement, as the above 
Henry of Stamford did. , 

In the Monafticon the value of this cell 
at it's dilTolution was £2^. u. 2d. 2j. Rey- 
hier makes it £^.6. and Speed £^6. lys. 

The abbot of Croyland had ^^8 * per annum 
out of this priory* 

In Speed's map of Stamford there is men- 
tioned a Nunnery on the road to St. Leon- 
ard's, but nothing of this is now known. 

Milton gives a beautiful defcription of a 
monaftic life and fuch places as thefe are in 
the following verfes 3 

But let my due feet never fail 
To walk the fludious cloifters Pale^ 
And Jove tjie high em bowed roof 
With antique pillarsj mafTy proofj 
And (loried windows^ richly dight, ^ 

Calling a dim religious light ; 
There Jet the pealing organ blow 
- To the full-voic'd choir below. 
In fervice high, and anthems clear. 
As may, with fwectnefs through minis ear^ 
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Diflbivc me into extaiie's. 
And bring all heav'n before my eyes : 
And may, at laft^ my weary age 
Find out the peaceful hermitage. 
The hairy gown and mofTy cell. 
Where I may fit and rightly fpel! 
Cfev'ry ftar that heav'n doth fnew. 
And ev'ry herb that fip$ the dew, 
■ Till old experience do attain 
To fomething like prophetic ftrain ! 

NEWSTEd PRIORY 

Was feated'on the river Guafh about mid- 
way between Stamford and Uffington juft by 
the prefent water-mill. 

There was a curious book kept thercj that 
befides it's own eftate and endowments gave d 
particular account of all the eftat^s and pof- 
feffions of the neighbourhood in and about - 
Stamford; this invaluable book was loft at 
it's fuppreffion. 

This priory was founded about the year 
i2:}o by Wm. de Albini III; who, with his 
wife Agatha Trufbut, daughter of lord Truf-* 
but of Yorkfhire, was here buried, (m) la 
1303 the heart of lady Ifabella de Roos was 
alio buried here. 

It was dedicated to the virgin Mary, and 
defigned for monks and canons living after 
the rule of St. Auftin. {yt) 

Thfs Wm. was great grandfon to a Nor- 
man nobleman named Robert de Todenai 
who built Belvoir caftkj himfelf was. lord of 
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the faid callle and refided there i he was alio 
lord of Uffington and died at his manlion 
houfe there in 1236; his heart was lent to 
Belvoir and buried on the north fide of the 
high altar: his.houie was anbattled^ and 
was repaired in the reign of Henry VIII. 

He was at diflFcrent times flieriff of War- 
wicklhire, Leicefterlhire> Btickinghamihire, 
BedfcMxilhirc and Rutlandshire, u great foid- 
ier and chief of tlitofe barons who Yefifted king 
John, who fent feveral times for him to join 
tiiem and received him with great joy> 

He ktpt Rochefter caftfe againft the king, 
who with fomc of his gaierab going round 
it to view it, an excellent archer told him he 
txHiki kill the king if he would let hiiyb but 
Albini refofcd, on yriiich the archer faid that 
the king would not.fpare them in fuch a cafe, 
■he replied God's will be done. 

' When die caftle was half overthrown they 
Ikeptthe other half, and at laft yielded only 
through famine ; there were in it ninety-four 
icni^ts befides many foldiers, over all whom ' 
iie was governor, and faved his life but with 
tiic I0& of his liberty, which his wife at length 
ifteovered by railing fix thoufand marks for 
the king, who gave his manor of Uffington 
to eirl Warren towards the maintenance of 
liis caftle at Stamford, The pope had ex- 
<t)mmunicatcd him before for his rebellion. 
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. After the king had takers Aibilii he tireiit td 
ielf oir caftle^ and told thoie who kept it that; 
vsskfk they delivered it, th^ir nftafttt fhemid 
tusker eat morej whetetipoh his fon Nieholai 
teodght hinn the keys direAlyi . / : 

..This pi-biy ^ it's diffoliitioh ^a* yatrfedi 
%s Dugdale, it £ij. 6>. but Speed fayjt 

In 1434 ftoger Ftoivfjr.pf C^aJch^m left thd 
fSrior and caiioM a l€|pacy of 1 3^^; /^i 

i^ BRGWnE's BOSPltAti, 

/Sl A ti-H a u s Ei 

stands on the north fidfe of the cbi-ri market 

a^ a very littrle way Well of the market-croisi 

' It W2IS fere^edi fays Howgrate^ in the be- 

'rinnihg of the reign of Richard llli By Wm^ 

Browne alderman draper ^nd mef chatit of thi^ 

I ftaple at Calais,> and Was dedicated to Saint 

^ \lary and All Saints; 

He procured fays thfe fame author from 
."Richard titj letterspatent/br hiixifelf or his 
ij executors to found it, but dyiiig before it was 
|! finilhedi left it to Mr. Stoke hi& Wife*s bro- 
il ther who was his excctitor, and who got frefh 
I letters frbm Henry VII . 

But Forfter fays diat it \^as (irft iricorpbra- 
I ted by Edward IV. i/lrhich was before the a- 
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bove date of it's ctcftiori, and continues he 
it was again incorporated in the eleventh o{ 
Henry Vll, by the name of the alms-houfe of 
Wm, Browne, confifting of a warden, con- 
frater, and twelve poor. 
. Mr. Browne for it's fvfp|poft left, the nma- 
nprofSwafield^ the manor of North Witham 
with fixty-five acres of woodland, for fupply-^ 
ing it with fuel, aljfb feveral lands in South 
Witham, Twiford, "^olfthorpe, Wiltf-^ 
horpe, Barholm, Colftenvprth, Caftle By- 
thanoy Cownthorpe, Gareby, jRafton, Berri^ck, 
Walcott, Pilfgate, Wbthorpe^v^t. Martin's, 
Wamnington, North LufFenbara,'^Ss{jlthorpe, 
Stretton, Stretton-Stokin, Thiftletoff,. ^a- 
iendine, Steynby, with feveral farrns, melil^a- 
ges lands and tenements in Stamford. Bu^^ 
cher fays that the manor of Swayiield alone is 
Worth £4.60. per annum. 

Thefe being leafed.afFord each poor 2s. 6 J* 
per week, the warden ^24; arid the confrater 
^20. per annum. 

The faid Mr. Stoke made feveral ftatutes 
for the better governing the hofpital. 

The chaipel was conlecrated oy the bifhop 
of Lincoln December 22 1494, it Hands at 
the eafiern end of the poor's rooms, and has 
much curious painted glafs in it's windows; 
the confrater reads prayers in it twice daily, 
unlefs when there is fervice at AH Saints 
church, at which the poor muft attend. 
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Part of thfe chapel ftdiidirig in Saint Mi- 
thaers parifti, the vicar of that parifh agreed 
with the governors to c^uit them of ail paro- 
chial demands on paying him the Aim o^ 
6s. 8d. yearly. 

The audit room is very Ipacious and is oter 
the poor's rooms, and has alfd much painted 
glafs in the windows, in this the vicar of All 
Saints audits the accounts yearly; the bifhop 
of Lincoln is the vifitor. 

On the left hand of the ftjurs afcendifig to 
diis room in the cloyfliersj is a finall iquare 
brafs plate fixed on the wall, on which thefe 

-Series are ertgrived, 

. » ,♦ • • . • 

Hxc Dora ftrodlura retinens habitacala plural 
Sic permahfura per texnpora longa futiira. 
Debilibas lie et fenibus fuit sedificata ; 
Pauperibds non divitibas domus ifta b^ata. 
Hanc qui fuiulavit» dotaiit* perpetuavit; 
Crimina cam davit Aia credimus omnia lavjt. { 
Conflrudlor hujus» patriae decusurbis et hujas, 
Willielxnus di^us tunc Brownbheu! jam nbce villus. 
Sit domus ifta precum^ ant hsdc mea iion reputetar^ 
Sic baptissetnr fit d6mu8 ifta precumi 

t This line feems to confirm thole in their opinion 
who think that the faid William Brown was obliged 
to ereft and endow this bailding as an atonement for 
fome offence ; though it is generally believed that it 
was the confetjaencd of a devoat and charitable frame 
of mind. 

The chapel of Market-Harborough in Leicefter-> 
has bejcn pointed out by a very ancient tradition of the 
inhabitants, to have been built by John of GauJiti in 
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The warden ?^^ Confrattf Jaft year favored 
nie witl^ the foUcwiiig verfion. There is alf<> 
s^n p^d tranUatioipL: of w^m hanging in ^ frame^ 

This i!nt£^iire new docs many fOdxns eootain i 

]$ay it lor c»fer. flei;^£^ s^%d remain I 

'Xwas boil^ ^9 old ^nd helplefs to Aippoict, 

For poor, not <ich, to bis a happy port. 

He wboib kind views look'd far beyond his day,- 

9y thisy we troii'y wafii'd all kis finjs away. 

The glory of his eoiintry,- and fhir f^nvft; 

Tho' dc^dji his d^^s. rf^bi^d. the name of-^Bi^owAe* 

In. this niy boQfe^ if yoo^my memVy prize ^^ 

IXire^l your daily ofFenngs to the flcies. 

The ^al' of thi^ holpital has the folloivirig' 
mfcripticm graven rpmnd it's verge— Sigillutrv 
commune elecmofiijarie Staunford, iv e. The 
commoa feal of t&e Alms-houfe in Stamfordv^ 

By the fifth ftatitte of ^he founder it appears 
that when any pkce beedmes vacant, either 
of the chapiains- or the jpoor, it is to be filled 
by the, vicar of All Saints,, or the dean of 
Stamford i|^ a foiitnight^ or the heirs of the 
feid Wm- BfOWAC in anodier fortnight, or 
Ac alderman of Stamford and the abbot of 



eonfisqnence of an inl^in^po^oBi tke pope as part of 
a peQ^nqe fyr maintaining a criminal convcrfatiDo 
with. KiaiJhaWnc.Swy;jfpi:d aftffr-w^r4» his third wife. 
This tradition is greatly drengthened by fome Qbfer^ 
iNijtions drawn dp by. Mr* Rowland Roufe^ and pub* 
l^ed in. the Qfi^t^ Miag. for Ju;ie 1765. -- May pri- 

wn m^^^ V^f>m Publk 9fin^ih 



Croyiatid in anoth^ fbrthigKt» or the bilhob 
of Lincoln in th^e hjcsx fbitaight^ and fo bdcl; 
Again* 

Stamford ij5 Ac head of a jural deanwf^ 
and the biih<ip of Lineoln hominates v^hen it 
Is yaeaiit, in order to ftU Up the yacanci^ 
of this hofpital. 

In the reign of James I, thofe who wdnted 
to engrofs the revenue fuggefted that it ^ap 
abufed by fiiperftitious ufe?^ but thfe king 
being informed of the real truth confirmed it 
and gave it a new charter, calling it by the 
name of the Beadhoufe of William Browne, 
for a warden, confrater, and twelve poor of 
the foundatbn of king Jamejs, and it hds 
apartnjfents for ten men, two women and mo 
chaplains. 

By virtue 6f thi$ charter they, bding ineor- 

irated as a body, have a powejr to fue and 
>e fued, with a commbn feal which they may 
break at plea&re* 

This monarch alfo gave his pifture to the 
hdfpital which is fixed at the eaftern end of 
the a«dit-room. 

The warden's habitation is very convents 
«nt, he has the govetiiment of the hciufe, 
looks after th0 eftate and lets leafei^, 

In 1356 Wm* Apethorpe of Stamford, 
among other donations gave John Knott three 
houfes between the abbot of Croyland's houfe 
cart, (p) and g houfe of Robert WyW weft , 
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thefc three houfes ftood oh the very fpot oa 
whick this hofpital was afterwards built. 

Mr. Browne himfelf lived in the houfe of 
the latter and the next to that, which were 
then but one houfe, hut is now divided into 
two houfes, inhabited by Mr. Penlhire and 
Mr. Wyche, (O and therefore his dwelling 
mull have been exceedingly fpacious and mag- 
/ nificent. 

Leland lays that *f He was a- marchant of 
^* very wonderful richnefs," His father John 
Browne ^T^s alfb a draper and laid four ihops 
into one in ^e ftreet called the Wool Row in 
order to hold his drapery ; this immenfe Ihcp 
he gave his fon William in 1 43 7 : the deed 
mentions it abutting on the king's highway 
caft, and on the way called Behynde back 
weft, (r) 

Beadhoufes were fb called becaufe the poor 
in them ufed to fay fo many Pater Nofters, 
or other prayers, for the fouls of their found- 
. ers, dropping a bead at the end of each 
prayer that they inight know when they had 
faid the ftated number of them, a pradtice 
ftill ufed in the Roman chyrch. 

The figures of William Browne and his 
wife on a large blue nmrble ftone are in All 
Saints' church to the de|cription x)f which the 
reader is referred. 

For the Prefcnt State of this Hofpital fee the Modern 
^iir/ of this Compilation • 
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NOTES on Chapter III. 



(a) It is to be hoped that the corporation will never 
fgfFer this head to be removed^ for if Mr. Peck^s con- 
je^lure be true it is tht mod precious antique belonging 
to the town, and is (hewn as fuch to inquifitive ilran?* 
ers, and withal it is fcfU'Cply in (he pqwer pf time to 
deilroy it. 

{b) Mr. Peel ;^yoi4i xaenuoni^g this, i^nd was fo 
fond of the idea of a univeriity here, that his book 
bc^rs for it's title JcaJmia tertia Anglicanat i. €• The 
third Englifli Univerfity. 

Drunken Barnahyy in one of his joucnies to the 
norths mentions both Stamford and it's Univeriity in 
a farcaftical ^apner, This author's f^rname was 

Harrington a native of 4pP^h *^^ W^ftw^^^*^^ ^nd 
educated at Queen's college Oxfird^ who paiTed thro* 
this town not later than the year i^iSj, as he mentions 
the plague being at Wansford while he was at th^t 
place, and that while he was aileep on a haycock near 
the town 9 he was carried -away by a flood > when to 
t)iofe who enquired from whence he came he replied 
from Wansford Brig to Enffand^ 
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He mention^ alfo the feeing of Burleigh^ bat thf 
family was thefi s^bfent, and that when he was z,% 
Qrantbam fome of the inhal^tants, being fearful left 
theiy tail fpifp ihPRld be plf^p^ oi? fit. />4?^> icathe- 
^al, aiked from ^^h^nce (he paper was to be procured 
tp wrap it in that it ^iglit not be damf^ed by ^a^riage. 

The fmall ej^tent pf L^nJo/i thep, i^iid the want of 
tunipike roads ^e vi|iblp from the defcription of his 
journey ^o Iflingtont fol-, thpcrgh he rode, he f^y^ he 
^ad a tedfoUs JQUfneyy gpd got ^ere late in ^t even? 

It fee^is that Siamfer^ was then noted for beggars 

ll;nd t^e felling of purfes. His wo^ds ^re 

Ye^i Stamford, ubi bene 
Qm nis generis cramenag 
Sun| venal^Sy fed i(i fMmmo 
Sant crvmenae 4i^e nummo } 
Pliures non in ine reptantes, 
QuaQi funt ifa(i meiidtcai^^eju 

Quo(cho]a? quoprxfesjl coa^lie^i! 9(2^mi<;a (bd^^f 
|n ^o^H^os liteias trani^fuere (uas. 

'1*0 Stmf&r4 ^^v^ I wlyer^ I find 
f^urfes are ipld of ev'ry kind, 
Furfes there are that cut a ^afh^ 
Porfes iu plenty b^t no ca&» 
As many ver^nin as crawl o'er me 
So many beggars ar^e. befo;cf ye. 

Where ^e the fcholan* Pro/i^ Wlo\w^^ coljegc I 
They've into purfes c^am^ii'd (heir former knowledges 

(9) It is that large fkrxn houfe in which Mr. Gnea^ 
^yood livei, which he rents of the Earl of Exffif"$ hv^ 
^9 tarye4 i^oines v^ ^oyf vtfibl^* 
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This Gilbert de Gaunt WM a very deformed man and 
lived to \\iA age of io6. Smfringbtm » near FMing^ 
hank and now a paiifli of about l^ilf a dosea hoafee:^ 
it has ati old church dedicutfd to St. J^fkr^^t with ^ 
tower ileeple, and the monaftfry adjoined the church* 

The order began in this ipannen Seven yoq,ng vii*? 
gins voluntarily leaving the worlo^ fbut themfelvei in 
a folitary habitatioi^ that j[oined the north wa}| of thft 
church, ai[id fabmitted to hi« ^vemmei^t. Their dooi^ 
was confidently kept locked^ and th^if i^^eived (heir 
tood, &c. through a window* 

Si9u houfe in WddUftx^ nov^ the ^t of the dake of 
Nortbufmherlatid^^ was. ^ convent of th^t order of QH^- 
trtiwi* 

» 

Wiuk^ an old poet nn^es d^us of thexcf ^ t^nilatect 

Th^ Monks $ng the mafs the ^huk ling ^t other^ 
Thos doth the fifte^tal^ part wit|i th^ brother ^ 
Bodies, not voices a wal^ doth diflevf r, 
Yfitbout devotion they iing both together f 
Why (hould I prate 
An order it is begun of lat^ 
Yet will 1 opt let thjK matter fo pafse. 
The ^Ily brethren and fillers alas 
Can have no meeting but late in the dark» 
hxA this yoti know well is \ heavy werk ; 
Some barren are, feme fruitful be. 

Yet they by name of virgins tover all, 
i^or iertile fure and better oeareth Ihe 

Who bleft is once with cioyfier palldrd^ « - 
Now leasee is found one barrel^ doe 
7iU age debarrc wl^echer they will o| 9q«. 
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When Hiwy VliL had determined on the roppreC- 
t fion of monftfterict Cr$mwiU was employed as his ch ief 
agent i the following is an abftraA of a letter, from 
a prieftdf the above ^/>» houfe to himi giv^ing an ac- 
count of the backflidings of that fotiety, the ortho- 
p^phyof it only mpderni^sed: 

<< May it pleafe yonr Goodnefs to underHand that 
Bulbfpi preached the king's title well, and had a great 
audience, a very full church, but one of the Focaees 
called him a knave openly, for which I have impri- 
foned him ; it was that fdolifh fellow with the cirrled 
baiir that knelt before' you wb^n yo^ cam^ oqt of the 
(onfe^pr's ^hanib^r, 

I have fince then .dete^ed Bufiope in many things, 
ftt that he yyould h^ve perfuaded^ one of the lay bre- 
thren, a fmith, to make a kty for the door that gir^s 
inight hfi received for him and his fellows, efpecially a 
]pa)^*8 wife at UxbrUgt living not far from the old 
lady Derby who was his old cuftomer, and had been 
many times here at the grates wit]i him. 

He alfo perfaaded a Nnn to lie with him, and made 
her believe that as often as (lie did fo, if he immedi- 
ately confe^ed her and gave her abfolution, ch^^t God 
would forgive her and it would be «Q piFence at all 
before him. 

She has wrote feveral letters to hi^ concerning their 
amours, and would have had his brother the fmitl^ 
pull a bar out of the window whereat they ufed tq talk' 
that he might come to her ^t night. 
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He ufed to tell the fextoii that he woal4 contemplate 
in the chqrch o' .oight»» • aii4 1^ that meant often 
talked v^ith her at the faid window-, but if matter 
iS/i/// had been a 'Friar he would have told him how to 
haye brought things to pafs without breaking gates or 
counterfeiting keys. 
Such religion and fuch fandlity Go4 Tjive xx^e from* 
From Shf this 12th day of Decfn^ber by tl^e fpecdjr 
hand of your alTured foqr prie^. 

The Gilhertine pr4er w** certainly the pleafanteft of 
all religious orders, and it is a matter of wonder that 
it did not pofTels the property of Aaron*s ftrpentJ 

(p) Mr. HQ4l^es a baker and botcher now lives in it 
and rents it of Mr* Bavis ^ bakpr. 

(e) Mr. Homes a mafon lives jn this houfe, and 
BlacJt-Jball lezs commonly called Black alias is a piece 
of Lammas ground of abont twenty acres chiefly pall- 
nrage, near to and nprth-eaft of BaJyt^s clofe* 

(f) Mr. Parnffam a fadler nqw livef in it. 

(g) Mr. Bat/oH a draper, and Mr. Treacher a drug* 
gift now live under this roof. It has fev^n ftone urns 
on it's parapet wall. The houfe of Mr. Jo/efi Roiitf^ 
fon was the Windmll inn, the back door of whicH 

entered as at prefent into the north*eaft partof il/4///4| 
'^tane* 



(a) Mr* Pi0mf0tt ttfidti hj^m 

St. Lnnmri wis n Pftuchttign i)om at £f KamSf hm. 
9rAi nade bi(|^op f)fLimot^y and obtained permiffion 
of the king to jTet all t>nibti«rs free whom he viiSted. j 
he u therefore ftill looked oppn as the patroo of pH- 
foners : kedled about the year $79* 

(i) U^ilfrid brought two muficians out of Kent 
palled J^mf and itefbeu wbo introduired notes and 
finging into the diatphes of the north of EftglanJ 
l^hlcb wjerr Jtfcd btfore only in fCmf^ to which county 
. they were brought from Iti^iy by jfdnan (he feventk 
^bbot of $t. ^i^/>*/ monaftcry in Cant^riury. 

{%) Q»tbhirt wa« lU-chbUfeop of CfittffrhfJ* »nd 
fiourKtied ^bpat 750; hp introduced burying in 
l^hunches and ^bp^hyards >s^hich before was not per* 
inittedy but we arc unde^ Ao obligation |o him oq 
, ihat account, Godtvyif fays that his body was takei^ 
^p ind burie4 in thp church of fiuriam* 

(l) St« fi$^il$^ was an i/4i//4« ^nd born at fforti^^ 
;md is reckoned tha fttherof all the Monks in Europe, 
|Uld 04til the reign of fFifli^m the conqueror there was 
|io order but his Iff the whote nation : it is faid that be 
ouelled his ^xs ot concupifcence by rolling himfelf on 
^ heap of thorns, anil that wj^en the Goths invaded 
Jtafy and iet fire to his cell the Hames burnt rpudd 
|iim in a circle and woulci not touch blm. On which 
chey put him into a hot oven^ but on opening it the 
next day he was found unhurt and his clothes not ^vea 
fingf dt Hs died M^ni zi, ^^z. 
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(m) t ip^gii^ Mr; titk Vie^ftt ^^ tUrd «arl ^ 

(n) Wii<oer vxtti&m% tfMWmiqrof m^kf cadW 
PrtmonftrMtinfis who Uv<d after the ord«r KitSt. Jb^ti 
and that they firfl ftcclied at jMp^pAdj^ in Umuhfbtn^ 
but whether thk be the £une witiir Ni^Jhd I ^umcft 
determine. 

It is weii known thart we are (ehotdeit to « Honk ef 
fkis order named Xff/W fat the Proteft^M i^tigioa. 

J^ox in ikis Maf tycotogy neatiottB oiiii k«tMktd-«R<l 
twelve different orders of JHomM^ Fri^^ aitd Mmt. 

There were in Eiigktigdoi^ hundred and eijghteeit 
iionaftenies: that were founded \if i^iiga ooty, Ml-whicb 
there were twenty fix MhdU9MydiV»o friox^ who ik( 
as lord)i of padraauent. . « 

The fottiidiag of a nnonsdlsryf wastftimeffy theftliial 
atonement for the mod acroc]<)i]s crimes/ it h theffe^. 
iniB no- wonder tlvat there ftouM- b* feigeeat % Mmkei^' 
of them. 

One hiindrfed dhd^ (bur weUt fe«ndi;d ftom ^ coif^ 
qfueft to the acceffion to king Johht a fpace of mAf 
one boadred and thirty tbiree yitart^ a<di mcny' cf 
iktm rithlyendovV'd. 

The popes being forAtf o# theregoliie thiitf tliie ^ 
mi!«r detgy, gnint^d sriany nuHiaAenbss an exempd^nf 
from ttthisrfer dteti^ landv wkjekiongheta^havebtfeii 
paid to the parifh^ priefts ; now when the gMac^^^mOi* 
naftm-ifes were dilfdvedby the a£^ of j'lifl o^ ife«. Vllfi^ 
it was provided that the kiiig and his grantees flioa])! 
inj^oy thofe.lands^ difeharged from titkcf which had^ 
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bi^ett' tithe-free hcfjie, and thefe are the lands which 
we fee at this day that p^y no tithes, by which tht 
Chtirch is defrailded of v^b due. 
* The firft who ordained tithes thfough all England 
was Ethilnuol/ in his parliament of the year 85$, but 
His deiroatly to be wiihed that a mode of fubfifling fd 
nfefo! a body of people as the Parochial Clergy could 
1>e deviied that would be kfs invidious to their Parifh- 
ionerSf' who ought to have a cordiality and refpe^ fat 
fheir.fpiritual gukie« otherwife bitt littk benefit will 
flow- from his in^a^iioft. 

, I tender the following alfo fol- th^ cbntemplatiofi of 
thofe i^ell difpoied perfons who believe that the world 
grpws daily more wicked : 

In the fourth part of Sir EdtMurd CthU Reports 
Mere he treats cfn affions for fcandal we find the fol- 
lowing I 

. In 14:83 The Mht of St. Alhkn^s^ who was alfo a 
lord of parliamenty ordered his fervant to go into the 
town i^nd tell a perfoh'a wife that he Wanted to fpeak 
with her. 

When they were alone he began by telling her that 
her drefs was very mean, (he replied that her htlfband 
iciuld not fllfbrd better/ he then told her that if ihe 
would oblige him fhe ihould wear as good clothes as' 
die bell woman in the parifhi and unfolded his mind 
10 her, but Ihe difregarding his offer he began to ufe 
force, yet all in vain, ftill he detained her a long time 
Itgainft her will* 
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When her hu(band was acqaainted with this he talk» 
edof it, and threatened to bring an a^OQ againft hint 
for falfe imprifonment. 

The abbot on hearing this pdttheibaa into the fpim., 
ritual court on an adlion for defamation, and it was 
carried againd the hufband. 

In a tranilation of one of PfUarcPi epiftles, who 
was archdeacon of Farma^ we read the follptfring lines^ 

Here Fenus with her wanton toys 
Is honour'd with bafe bawds and boys^ 
Adultery, whoredom, and inoeft - - 

- Is reckoned now among the beil^ 
And cotffit^d but as fpiorts and playi 
E'en with the bi(hops of thefe days | 

The wife is ravifli'd from her fpoufe 
And to the prelate's feat fhe bows. 
The p6or good man mull leave the town^ 
Such ordinances are fet down» 
And when her belly.rifeth high 
. By churchmen that do with her lie,. 
The hufband muft not ((are complain 
Bat tkke hk wife, i^ith child, again. 

Not loAg after the abo<re affair at St. jilbdn*s a fimii 

Jar one happened which is mentioned by Sir Thomai 

More, of a poo^ man who having caught a prieff fami* 

Har with his wife, ia:nd fpeaking of it, yet be6aufe he' 

could not prove it, the prieft filed hini for defaihation, 

when to prevent excommunication he was obliged oii 

the fabbath day, to ftand up in a pew of the church to 

be the more gazed at, and thtn after he had repeated 

aloud what 1ft had faid againfl the prieft, he put hik 

Irands before his mouth and fai^ Mouth tbm lieft^ but 

the moment the words were mtered and the petianC6 
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AVf r^ being a fellow of foBie hnmour, he pnc his £n. 
gtra to his eyes aod bawled Ottl» Btd Ejn by the mi/} 
jou don't lit at all, 
• Ciaiicir mc»tioas tlu* aiode of penancci 

They mske htm'fta moutk I He 
Though they it fawewith their lye. 

^ thtrh fhoald be r t ai e m berccl that thefe khaveji were 
^aptfi9», ibr h is mft to 6e iniagiiled that a proteilant 
clergyman woilld do Hich things* 

(o) This jingHng Latin verfe, whofe middle rhymes 
with the tndf is tiecaied LeoAint from Leo the inventor^ 
Ikot from che,fjukcifttl'refemblance of a lion's tail, as 
fome didionttjr writer^ have it. 

When the clofe df thb lihes only rhyme it is called 
Monkiibi from it's heiog frequently Ufed by the monks 
Ivho chiefly poffefied' what little learning there was^ 
and were the-principd Writers oT the dark dgbs» one 
bfwhonl faid itwasapity that f^irgii did not write 
iheir«^/Vin rhyme, as then it would have been a 
per fe& poem* A. remafk of tlie fame nature with that 
<)f the emperor of Morocco, who when one of his min- 
ifters had related the many vi^ories of prince Eugttii^ 
ftook his head and replied He is a brdvi/eUo*t» indud^ 
it is apitf hi is a Qhvifiidn. 

The writers of this kindofverfe frequently nliilita ted 
4gainil grammar rules, and as frequently changed the 
ime orthography of a word whbn they %txt puzzled 
in hunting a rhymes the word duntit in the 6th liite 
0f (hefe.Tcifesis an inibiic^ of tU9 fort. 
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It feems bell adapted to ludicrifiu fobjedb, as in thd 
ridicale of the inhabitants oiBnfcia and their poet^ 

id^^-XejKr^,|pe/iQ(aYg^iili.Xtti9^ 
Non funt nofli-ates tergere digna nates. 

The Pali^rhmus verfe was an invention mott re* 

condite, but eoiml^ paerilef the words of which ard 

the iiime r^ad either bacKwards or forwards^ as 

Odo tenet mulaoiy madidam mappain tenet AnniL 

Hut this I fupjpofe was of tcki operofe a conftruftioiif 
tven for tt itionk» to become of general ufe. 

(p) l^he abbgt of Crv^LuWs h9Ufe adjoined the 
eaflern' end of t&^s bead-ho(Sfe»^ ind is now inha;bited 
by Mr. Da^s inaltfter and brandy it^erchant. ; 

{<Q Mrs. ^ngj^&ttrei in ttfc Sofll* ^hefc Wr. 
IfycJb^ dwelled* 

<it Y thi mtt-fi^ IS llhat row df about Ifair £ ^0^11 
houfes which rofm the eaftern fide of the white nieat 
market (formerly called Bebyndeiack) and ,the weftem 
fi'die of what is nbW ibmitimes called RtJ hiwn S^uarip 
but in this deed called only the king's highway, as 
ifi truth it is very hr from bebg a fquare. 
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CHAP. IV. 
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CHURCHES. 

HERE ^trt fourteen Parifti Chufches 
belonging to the town, viz. 



St. Clement's. 

St. Mary's Bennewerk. 

St. Peter's. 

St. Andrew's. 

Trittity. 

St. Paal's. 

St. Stephen'^^ 



St: Thomas's. 

St. Michael's Cornflall. 

Great St. MicbaerK 

St. Mary's. 

St. George's. 

All Saint'9. 

St. John's the Baptift, 



There Were befides St. Bennet's chapel, 
with that of ^t. Mary's in the Gannoc ftrcct, 
clofe to Sempringhapi hall,, with feveral 
others. 

The firft nine jhurches are deftroyed ; at 
firft by the northern foldiers in 1461, who 
burned feveral ; they were again reduced in 
1538 at the difTolution of monafteries ; and 
IrfUy in 155} by virtue of an a^of parlia- 



[ 



nufo R r of srAMPd ^ iy. %i 

Inent made in 1 547, which empowered th6 
chief magiftrate ahd tWo jufticcs of the pe.ate 
to leflen dteir niimber, who reduced thfem to 
the pfefent number of fivt, according to th6 
bid divifioh of thfe toWn into fiVe Wairds, al* 
lowing one to each ward. 

Vet though they ar6 thtls reduced it nfiay 
appeai" ftrange^ tto tome that even noHv hon6 
but All Saints can competently n^aintain a 
hninifter, how Iheh Werfefomariy maintained? 
This is the fame with Cambridge, and tht 
reafon rnay be that the nrionks of the fereral 
monaftSries htre ufed to officiat6 in the 
churches belonging to tfeif parifli, ahd when 
thefe were diflblved ttioft 6f thofe pariflies 
that had a livelihood belonging to them ^erc 
\inited for the fupport of the lutlirc nfiiniftry, 
and thofe thAt had nothing were totally fuin-^ 
eted. 

St. 'Clement'js ftood hear the gate called 
Scogate, which while it Itood was called, 
Clement gate, the church yard is piart of 
Mr. Noei's (now Mr. ToUar's) gatden. (a) 

In king John's reign lord Langvde gave 
this chtirch to the nuns of St. Michael, and 
they ufed to prefent the vitar. 

St. Mary's BenneWerk ftood on the iiorth 
fide in a little* clofe juft within t*eter gate ^, 
the Word means within the works or walls ; 
the parilh it ftood in was alfo called Benne* 
werk, and-the flreet the Gannoc : brfote th^ 
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dburdiyarxi fioqd a: college or hall belonging 
to jome a( the ftudeoits of Stamfords . 
. It was dcftroye^ by the northern men, and 
the i> the parifh was united to St, Peter's j the 
gate thai al£> changed it's name of Weft gace 
to I^eter gate* 

It was a re^ory, and the prior and cfiap-^ 
ter of Durham prefented, for it was appro- 
priated to them« 

Su Peter's was aMo a rectory and ftood on 
chat green fpot on the fouth fide ofPeter-hill, 
andy as appears from Domefday book, be^ 
longed to Hamitton y/m this book it is faid 
tJiat the kii^ has a carrucate of land in St« 
Pecer's parim, and half a carrucate in All 
Saints' parilh. Tb) 

(c) It is eviaent from the fame book that 
St,, Peter's parilh was not In IJncolnfhire, 
and as Rutland was not made a county tilt 
the reign of Henry III, but what is now Rut- 
land belonged port to Northamptonfhirc and 
part to Nottinghamfhire, (d) it mmft have 
heen ih one of ,thefe fhires, but moft likely in 
NottinghamQiire, fince great part of Rutliid, 
and particularly Hamilton church ibke^ to 
whicn St. Peter's church betonged, was part 
of Nottin^hamflinrc, and if St. Peter's parifh 
be not in Lincodnfhire, then Bennewerk pa • 
rifh^ . Bredcroft and Broadheng cannot be in 
Lincolnfliirc, as they all lie between St^ Pe- 
tq?'» pariih and the reft of Ratland. 
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BrexSiicng is. b cfSittA fmnei it's breaddi, 
and it'« banks himgtng oy^ the river. 

In i26f Qreed£tt39^ GansStioce, Maof^a^ 
Overtpo, Stireoson, ThalTctoff, Tcig^ 
cndon,.. Extpn,, W!nafti«S,,£'xwea^ Alftaii* 
thorpe, BAirjiei^ c^lhehill, Oakhaoi cheirch 
foke, iBamiJ^on chu^h iUsf^ and Rndliiigtxm 
church fol^, ii^cbii^em^piaiid^Notcibg- 
ham(hir<e, "w^miohmiis^part of th^rc^nili^ 

of Rjudi»4 . :*r. : -i ,.:';....•. i 

Abifva: msi9 GetiqM dt l&)nnamilie fji 
Rudand^. oa hia daugh^r's: niacria^ H«ich 
GeoSrjit diET Mar? g^^e Iver for her&biiieaji 
hun4i2ed:iQbiUti|gfr pf mntatl EmpingHaia^ and 
before a gitW ftumbfcr of witiiaflfes, aai'tkB^ 
wenL.W-cf*ebrai;e the »iH>fials. at St. Peter's 
church, djdox ia Staxpfoiid:, by die .£^|<n^g 
inftrumen;: there rea4>^Qu4>froclaime^ 
his confeiit fo the r^f^anriag^, and thp pgf tic^ 
Jars of her dcoyry. : : .^ 'C\ 

^^ C^aJd de Narmanville, ji^ ^' )ii^ mea 
an^ fw4?i:, as wqlt. gr^fegt as fiit^JFe,: gr^R- 
ing. Know all, as well prdfent' a$^ fUQIirt^^ 
tl^t I Gecald de Nftrmai>yiUe hay£. gri^Jted 
and'giVen to Geoffry de Mary witKMj^ifj! my 
datirfiter, in fra;>c niamagg. ad. hiifl^Ti^ 
Ihiinhgs of rent in the town of Eiiipiji^am j 
to wit, in one mill, yis. in three men, qi. in 
Alto,; 3/.. in Wijliam'fcn of rttnne, 3/, in 
Half by the water, gj. and* one: caitucate of 
land witH a toft and it*i proper appurtenances, 
aor. Witneft Jurdan de Humarus that I 
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have given to the fame GeofFry, Mary my 
daughter, with my aflfent, at the door of the 
church jofS. Peter of Stanford, the abbat of 
9 . •'. njin, Gr^ry, and GeoflFry the ctanon, 
Richard, de Pec, GcofFry d© Normanvillei 
JHLugh de Mare, and Geoffry his brother 5 
William de Choenneres, John de Norman- 
ville, Matthew his brother, William de 
^onin, Hugh de Baenburo, GeofRy de 
Kormanville, and Simon his brother; Hugh 
ide la Mere, and Robert of Wyf ceftre, Rey- 
jiald fon of Martin, with Herebcrt his bro- 
ther; Gilbert fon ofWacG, Simon his brother; 
Richard fon of Turold, Hug^ and Henry 
his foHS, Alan fon of Noel/' (e) 

Thefituation of St;. Andrew*s church J§- 
VAknoWn, Trinity and St. Stephen's church, 
es ftood without the walls at the eaft end of 
the town, and were deftroyed by the above 
ibldiers, and the parifhes united fi|fl: to each 
other, then to St. Paul's, and laftly to Great 
St. Michael's, to which St. Andrew wa$ 
alfo joined. 

St. Paul's ftood on the north fide not far 
within St. Paul's gate ; the remain^ of dii§ 
church has been mapy yeafs fii^ce conyertecj 
into a free fchool. 

Qn'the verg? of an arch, within the nordi 
wall behind the wainfcot, is this infcription, 

UiQ jacet )Eufta(;hius Malhcrbc BufgwcU 
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Staunvordie^ /. e. Herq lies EuAace Malhcrbe 
Burgefs of Stamford. 

In a deed of 1326 mention is made of a 
mill that had belonged to this Malherbe not 
far from St. IjeonarS's, 

The fituation of St. Thomas's is alfo un* 
known, but was probably deftroyed by the 
foldiers aforefaid. 

St. Michael's Cornftal flood in the ftrcet 
leading to St. George's gate, which as long 
as this church ftpod was called Cornftal gate; 
it was I believe demolifbed by the fame bar- 
barians, and the parifti then was united to 
that of St. George's. 

In 1 230 a deed mentiqn? that one Clement 
the reftor of this church, fold the vicar of 
Makefey a houfe in Cornftal ' parifh, that 
ftood between one of Ernald de Caftreton an4 
one of Gilbert de Clive. 

There were alfb a chapel and village at 
Bredcroft, as appears in feveral old deeds 
mentioning the felling or giving away houfes 
and dovecotes there, Bredcroft mill is menti- 
oned in deeds of 1 304 and 1441 . 

Leland alfo fays that in the reign of Henry 
VIII. the feffipns for Rutland were kept at 
Bredcixjft. Thofe who were condemned 
there were executed at Tinwell gallows> for 
Bredcroft is in Rutland, the gallows ftoQli 
between Tinwell and Empingham^ 



T^e W!l c)r ^fllQns hQufe ftp9d[ ^^t a 
ouait^ 6r'4 mile oii thi^ Me tJ^'e w^, qn 
uie northenv bank of the" mill rivier, the fdun^ 
Qation of whicli ipayV ftill f?ep, 

The fame author fays that Hxtdcroft was fa 
caUcdfroin'thicbakersTelling bread in it, for 
idl the wvm bread was tbei^ baked in a public 
oven'there, ovens being fonncrljr, appoihfed 

without alJL grg^t tam^ to pmm ^^y ^ 
tl^e hguljfes w^^e bpi^jt of wood> 

In 1(204 the abbot of Peterborough h^d 
fioo fhiliinjgs f cri; put 9f the publie oven at 
that city. • ' 

Nev Bredcrpft ww foupd> by a perfon 
plowuig, a Ikrge Ifone cpfitn, wbieli w|i5 plafc 
cd in rock clpfe wifliput Scogate. 

Bredcrpft i«. met^tioned in a d^^ being 
in St. Peter's pari&, which "v^as.piei-hap^ a^o: 
B.ennewQ:k mnjh. W^ fiinlfe in, ti^a^t of St, 
Peter's. " ^-' " ' 
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Was probably built befpre 1230, thenorrfi 
^d iputh phancel^ ape run out ibrnewhat 
wi^ t|ian t^ie north apd fbuth ai(le$ in order 
to hnt\s the wlpU intp the fhape of a crofS| 
^nd as* this is tiij? onjy cl^urch in the town of 
that figure if is S, proof ajfo of it> b?ipg th« 
pldeft. (f) ' 



teftimonieg of J^ ^ ^^KJO^r ' : 

(hews it to tiaVe ^pen twU V/^- e|%, %: fiji 
mudi grdynd %'it fefege a 9ft^#y^ 
would hardly have peen Iparea but m times. 
pf great devotion. ■ \ ' '■^'' 

On th^ wpft ^nd pf tke, Mye if a^. iw^ 
wooden towen ijnu^ nioTf n^^o^ 3j)d. ^' It; 
four yery foajl belU ionp o;iQ^l3i^ Oft^H^r 
dred yearisold. (c) 

twenty {hillings from this church, and the 
patronage c^ljt prfA^y.b^o^g^tQ^Mjjbot; 

pf CroyTand, 

. . - .• 

About 1.7055^ thf ^aOsf nj endl fflC the. c^n, 
or iriiidj^ chajn^ bi?ing,rufno w^ takent 

down and reh^teM " ^? Ptf^S^S^^ yf^ 
Jn the wall were found feyeral piec^^f fi^^lpT 

ture and broker^ images.that had Heen thrown 

in to fill up fp^ces, 'which Ihcws that it wa^ 

repaire4 with the ruins q£ fonie other ehurche^ 

or religious houfe, for when St. Andtptr^s 

and Stephen's parifhes were united by an aft 

pf parli^nient tp tjw^ par^^thpiraigli^rial^, 

were prderi^d either t^ repair it, or th^mei^d 

ing of bridges o? higliTyays, ^.th^ fipnproiffi 

pners thought proper 
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In the church have been ntany infcription$ 
and brazen figures on . grav^-^^ftones on th(? 
floor, but all long fihce torn up. 

The windows wer^ alfo full of painted 
glafs, but have now no efcutcheoh nor figure 
that any thing can be made of. 

On the north fide of the communion table 
is a Latin infcription on g grave-fton^ in 
memory ofDr. Charles Willbn and his mo- 
ther j he died in 1723 ^ed 49, a man, fay^ 
HowgraVe,' x^nivcrially beloved, and a gen-?, 
tleman in his profeflion. 

For Modern Monqmentty See. f^e the Present State* 

♦■ 

St. MARY'S CHURCH 

.Was probably built about 1270, but there 
wasohe perhaps in the fame place before, the 
conqueft; the natives look upon it as the 
mother churchy but this is more than can be 
well proved, 

It has a beautiful ipire without either bat- 
tlements or crockets, and juft where it begins 
to contraft the four evangelifts are placed on 
the four corners under ftone canopies. 

It has a pleafant ring of fix bells, the tenor 
and treble are remarkable for true mufical 
found J the former is about eighteen hundred 
weights . 



Tlie bells are thvi& infcribed, 

I. Sum^o^ap^1^ata» mundi^iie MvU vocata. . To-» 

bie Norris c^ft nie |62|* • 

• *- • 

Th^fe worck fhew it to Jhayc b^en an old 
bell but recaft iq that year, and the ojid in-, 
fcription Ordered to be renewed, 

II. Npn Verbo fed voce, refonabo, DcuuiQe laud^m. 

On it are the arms of France and England 
quartered 5vith a ducal comiiet over mem, 
whence it was likely given by fome of the 
dukes oi York and the figures ordered to hi 
continued oh it when recaft in 1622. 

1 ; 

• • • ' . . • • • ' 

III. pinnia Ila^it ad glorijixQ JJcU-^TQWpJ^on'y 
caliin?* 

IV. Chriftc! pl^ceat-^tiblfoumiftci. 
This is the Towxi bell and cad in i$25* * 

The king's arms are alfo on this bell, 

♦ ^ ' •••• ^ ' . . 

VI. Pejr Qod honour the ?ing, i^xS. J. B, T. T, 
Guardian^ i.e. Churchwardens. 

Oh die Saint*s bdl Isi 

Sandla Maria. 

• * This accounts for tl^e tolling df the hell at this 
church while the Mayor is going to the Hall at thct 
$eflion6« or at bis holding of a Court* 

The corporation gave 51. towards the calling of s^ 
bell in this fteeple in 1624^-^ This w^ |>rob4bly thQ 
t>cU here mentionecL 
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Saint's }^S^^ ?w:er3fti!»fritlkd fo frcin having 
th^ name of xhp^ hipp on thctx^ ta which die 
thurch belonged," Imt bee wfe. they were rang 
w;hen the ppeft c;ime tp that pajt of the L^tin 
iervfce -^-— Sariffe Arifte Domine Deiis Sabr 

baodh; — ^^^^ '^^yi ^^^ ^^ ^f Saba- 
oth, i. e, Hofts, not the fabbath or feventh 

It was rung then that thofe who had fl-aid 
^ hQRS ^gl^^ :fe|»^ tliM th^: CQogre^tion 




terjep thi% fef^t Wf^.W^gwhfinttit mighl be 
tarthefth^i ^qEM^^ffe W * iwtfciJO.at th# 
top of thefteeplp, or ia a turret: at onef omer 
ofit, ibmetimes &i an arch lietweeri the churclj 
and chancel^, as ^t. Tallingtqn;, thelaftwas 
fo placed th^tftfie rope coming idown into the 
choir* n6ar ^ yt^T?, Plight be the readier 
rung when ite ylnt^ caxric tQ tJibfe ' facred 

words,;(^r,:, lj6:i -. :'^ '?'-' 

. The,pfiox |nd c^<^yfiij}: pf Ruyto were 

the patrons of ^tl^^, chwrcli,. jind had:: the: ad^ 

/ vowfon of it, k A^^ingjn St, ^uthbert^s fee, 
Ini o 8 2 fa^y kferm^t: ar^ jndlilgence was pro- 
cured from the p6pe^^ that whatever churchr 
& thp^~9hjiarph pfj^yrha^ in ^vDwfon> 
^1 t^e .p^pfiW J sa^cffAli^ from them ihould be^ 
long to it, whicfc-'was aitt: effed^al appropri-i 
Ifetion: *. V 1 '^ i . 

In the upper end of the middle choir is ^n 
^tient naonumeat of curious workmanfhip^ 



but without dlher anm or infcfi|)tfon oil ir» 
A man Ifes iti arrnow «j^a*«p« i«r^ 
by him : it is Sir Da,tid[ Fh^Kfm ifho feu]^ 
iii Bofti^ith field %ai4^ Richal^ ilL 

At his fee€ is k Xvoa ccHfc^natti ahd ti^ 
around the tomb ftif^ort^d fey k g^liotriri 
And dragon $ thefe Weiief ha^^hnjehts c]OioiK>ur 
belonging to die cro#H j a portctiilis i^ aifo 
vifible, which belonged to the hotsjfe of Som^ 
erfet : this David fbtthdtd > thsMxf m this 
church* : ' 

At the uppet efid ol' ^i faiSm ehpir m thb 
glafs wihdoWi i^rfe three ccfeitJ ef^rnij^, ; 

ift. Guksy.afeflc Between fiit ctolslets; (fc 
Of J this Was the Coat armour of Bea^tehamp 
€farl of Warwick* 

2d. Is Ai^nt^ a ^t(k betweM ditte ere& 
cents gules J this is the coafi of O^ crf'PifKth^ 
beck. 

'^A. Az\xttf a crrfs fitc&ribcwteKOf two ea- 
gles' ^C'ings, or. 

In the middle fouth wincfow wfere the tboi 
of arms ofShdton of Norfolk, viz. azure, a 
crofs, OTr , ' 

On the north fide in the wall'of tfie gdldert 
choir, (ib called from it's gilded rorfyis the 
monument of a kni^ elra iri aflpffio\ft' (2«) a 
pee, his lurco^ waij a CheWbron e*f»iik?d be- 
tween three lions' pat^s couped and ere^ed. 

In the glafs wiiuiow ne^ it was pakite^ a 
fiideld of arms,, iabl^ direr ti<Jte' psm €«rtf{>ed 
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and ereiftfed argi^t> ^med gules ; perhaps it 
belonged to one of the nattie of Uflier> rteithei- 
of thefe art now vifibfe. 

in the midsile of the flob^ of this choir^ 
under a blue marble ftone which was curioiifly 
jplated with brafi, lies Wm. Hickman alder* 
man> who gilded' the roof 5 the figures oF him 
•and his wife were tilfo fixed on ^(e ftohe but 
are how torn away; 

At the eaft end of rfiis cKoir the^e hangs a 
table of arms dedicated to the memory of 
Frances the wife of Robert Slow of this parifh 
gent^ fecond daughter of Sir J6hn Burrel of 
Dowlby of this county knight^ who died July 
51^ 1654. 

On the wall in the library is a marble mo* 
hument in memory of Mary the iVife of Jo- 
Ikua Blackwtll efq ; and daughter of John 
Rogers gent. 

In the Cotton library is the following ac- 
count of Ibme expences towards this church 
in 1427. 

Expended in mending the bells, —060 

paid for • • • . and ifon, 'i •• ■ o i 2 

Wax bought to make two torches, 015 4 

A chain, ' •' ■ ^ ■ ' '■- t> o 7 

Paid Thomas Karpmaker tot making I 

thefchafte, ^ — r } o 3 4 

i\nd for making two torches, o i 10" 

tjlue, ' • o o 1 1 

bead lead, ; — — 002 

tfi charges for bringing the fchaftc, 00 8" 
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A bell i'ope^ 



Pro Ntrfis for the fchaftc, 
A little rope» 



t^or • . . • plo • . [plombei' periiaps] 6 

Cloth for the fchafte^ 

Writing, 1 ff ifc 

Given the Pli^yers^ 

For hanging the towe!^ 

Thred for the canopy. 

Mending the books. 

For hangings the nap'dry ahd tdwel^ 

Leather for the bell ropes, ■'■ 

Vidlaals for Richard |fthe] carver k 

brother R^owibj, ^ — * 

Given to a certain carpfenter, a Calir* 
er, to infpe£t ther(K>d'loft^ 

' [Solut* vtgaiio] of John Whitfide, 
Paid Thomas [the] glacier for mend- 1 
Ing the church \vindows, J 

Paid John [the] roper fo^ a belt-rope. 
Paid him for another rope, 
Thred bought for the v^ftments» 
Paid Agnes Yonge and others. 
Paid Thomas Baife for a iSawdrycIc^ 
Paid Richard [the] carver, — ^ 
For a little bow for a belU -^ 

Wax for the common light. 
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The torches were large wax caiidles either 
to carry, in proceflion, or to be fet on the hi^ 
altar, or before the crucifix or fomc imajge* 

The ftiaft or fjpirc was an qmamcat t«f 
adorn fome image or ihrine of a faint* 
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The players were thofe who afted fome re- 
li^ous &ory but of the Old or New Tefta- 
ment on- CorpiB Chrifti daj'i which was alfa 
thfe tfhuid . day both for fuch plays ind alfo 
fof f3ch jrf6efe»^ 

^t appeals, from the will of Wm. Jtniges 
elq; garter kingat-aMis, that the pariftiioners 
haid i ti^aliirjf ot jewels atftd Veftriients to b^ 
iiftd 6h this ocafiom 

Irhe canopy w^ fet oyer the high altaf^ 
over 9 little box af goldy filVei* hrory or chiyi-^ 
tal contairiing A6" tcftiftdiiM hoftj which 
was carried in^roceflion with the canopy over 
it to thepirifliioriefs in jtfieir laA ficknefs; 

Theprieft, bfofchtr RowAjy, attended the 
carver to d5r6ft hifrf m nfi^ltfAff forhe itriage 
or oi^ianieAt; he W^. ^fteHvards par6)n< of" 
St.. Cleaient'.s and died in 1466. 

Tfe rood loft Was* a galfery which ievery 
cR\lir6h Ifed^ betweWtht naVe and chaneel, fo 
c^lle^ frbm the r66d or iniag6 of the cru^ 
cihxion in it> which had alio the iniage of 
Mary ott it'«^ right hand artdthat of St» John 
oh^ It's* left;. during divifie fervice thefe had 
largd wax candles burning before them, but 
when it was over^ a curtain was then let down 
befoi^ them. 

Many of the comm6n people had at this 
tim^^no furnames Sut were known by their 
tfailfeS^orir^*- 

« 

For MoJrcfn'RXonumehts &c. fcMhc Prefini Statt* 
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St. G E O II Qt'^ (ts^) 

Was febuilc about t4so'hf W. Brugei • 
fiift g»cer king at arms^. at his own ^exp^tfct^ 
asweno^fcert. 

At ^wefternttui, ^ s^ ibf\^ taweri M^tffcin 
hang fpur final! beJU ^ ipoderi^* 

• This 'W'm- Bmgcs being the Firft Garter Kin^ zf; 
AniiB vt^ri^dwhi toMStS.bf tlie King liiBifelf, as 
was formerly the cuftom, bat the e«tl marfhall i» f|9V 
commiffionedfof this purpofe^ for which the following 
particvlvs af<e i^r^videji t«d« a bo^k sads fwerd to be 
{Worn opon,. a gih crown . tmA a coilar' of S3» a bowl 
t>f wine> wbkk it th« new Oactor^s f«e, and a coat o£ 
arms of vebret xickly -cmbraicfceied ; this form of corp* 
nation is asfoUows^ iirft» Gsbmic luMcliag down before 
the King or the Earl MadhaU^ his Majeiy^s Iword ly- 
ing on a book. Garter laqn-Mtkaad apun the book: 
and fword while the dstli k tatdv «>pea whkli Garter 
kiffes the book aod <wQir(l{ ihm the letters patent of 
his office are read> at the d^ cf which the «arl mar- 
fliall ukea the bowl of w]|ie» aad ^xmiing it apon hie 
head, names him Garter* Jifrsr this ^ pats Bpbn him 
his coat of arms, the coiiar ol SS about his oeck* and 
the crown upon his head« . 

, His bufinefs is to attend the fervice of the Garter. 
He carries the rod and &ept*e at every feall .of St. 
George, when the fovereign. is prefeat» notifies the 
ele^ion of isieh as are niw chafing attends theColemn-^ 
ity of their inftallations, an4 plaees their nrais over 
their feats, carries the garter to filpeign kings and 
princes, for which fervice it is nfaal to join him if 
commiffion with fome 4peef* 

H 
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It was formerly exceedingly rich both in 
antiqu^ies and jewels, of the former were the 
portraik^of St. G^rge the patron of t^ie gar- 
ttr^ wiflrtherfoimder Edward III, and all the 
tw^ty-§ve , firft ^koigltts. with their, bearing* 
and furcoats in the chancel windows, 

' Tn^ldie eaft window were Edward HI, the 
Black Prince and Heftry duke of Lantifter, 
alHcneeHng befo i e t he ii i ia gg of St. George. 

* V In the windows on each fide of the choir 

were" ' •' ' • • •' . ••_•• 

J t ' . . . • . • • • 

Sir TkomasBeaucfaampy Earl of Warwick. 
Sir Peter de BDudie, the. captain. 
Sir Ralph StaiFora,f earl of Sta&rd. 
$ir W. Montacute e»rl of Salifbury. 
Sir Roger Mortimer elirl of MarcK. 
« Sir John Liilc^ lord L'lfle. 
Sir John Beaoeharap.. . 
, Sir Bartholomewfiurgwaih. 
^ Sir John..Mohu9» lord Mohun. 
Sir Hogh Courteniey. 
Sir Thonia» Hoikpd» ^earl of Keftf; 
Six John Grey lord Grey of Codikor. 
,;Su: Richard Fltr-Simoti. 
Sir Miles Stapleton. 
Sir Thomas Wallc. 
Sir Hugh Wrottcilcy. 
Sir Neale Lereng. 

Sir. John Chandoisy knight banneret. 
Sir James Audley. 
Sir Otho Holland. 
Sir Henry Eime. . 
Sir Sanchio pampredecourt* 
Sir Waltw Pav?ly, 
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Not one of thefe outlived the king, who * 
at different times inftalled twenty nine mofe, 
and the number never exceeds twenty-fix in- 
cluding the fbvereign. 

Thefe figures were takpn from the above 
windows by Hollar, and etched in brafs co- 
loured and put into Mr. Afhm6le's Hifl. of 
the Garter ; John Anftis efq; garter king of 
arms, after Afhmolc's death, purchafed it for 
five guineas, and in the title it is mentioned 
that they were taken from thefe windows. 

Sir Wm. Dugdale copied them alfo into a 
book of Draughts which was in vifcount 
Hatton's library. 

The arms of^the above Bruges were in the 
diancel, viz. Ermin, a crofs pierced ermins 
impaling fable, a chevron between three 
wolves' heads couped argent, collared or. 
He was buried in this church. 

IniJie left-hand light of the middle window 
of the north aifle is St. Catharine with her ^ 
wheel in her hand, and under her a man and 
woman, kneeling, in religious habits, with a 
label over them infcribed 

~, San£la Katherina ora pro nobis. (i«) 

In the right hand light is St. Margaret^ 
and under her alfo two perfons in religious 
habits kneeling, with a label over them ia^ 
fcribed . 

Sanfla Margarita ora pro nobis* 

JS300l4ii 
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At the bottom of all this window is 

^ O/aU pro bono ftato Johis Joke mltis capyrn ^t foe 
dut • • • • » (borum qui ftneitrani fieri fecerunt. 

At the lower end of the ^3& window of the 
faid aide are the figures of a man and womax^^ 
luieeling,; a label over him infcribed 

' ChriBe, M^ie fiii^ As nobis clemens & propldae. 

Over her^ 

. Sahda dei genetri^, fis hobi» aoxiliatrix. 

And at &e bottom of al}> 

. Orate pra anfaiiabps Alicie ' " ■ " ■■ Fox Pifcarorh, 
Sc jbhanne confortis fue,. qui iftam fenreitranv 
fieri fecerunu 

In the eaft window of the Ibirth aifle is^ 
feble, three dovecotes argent,, being the arms^ 
©f Sapcote^ 

The fame again with, argent, three turn- 
pikes fable, at tne bottom. 

Orate pro a-i-abus Riehardt Sapcete it Johannc 
uxoris ejus. 

' In other windows. Or, a chevron B. be- 
tween three cinquefoils gules. — Or, two bars 
gules in chief, three torteauxes 5 Wake — 
Gules, three waterbougets^ Roos. — Or,. 
three chevrons gules,. Clarp — Or, a plain 
ctois gules, Bigot — Cheeky, Or and B. — 
Warren, Gules^ a crofs patence argent ; — Or^. 
a chevron B between three cinquefoils gules, 
— Azure, a crofs molinc quarterly -pierced 
argent, Molineaux^ 



In the middle window of the foudi aide, ^ 
chevron between three rofes — Rofcel, and ^ 
man in a religious habit pr^yi^g, under him 
is Frater Johaijn^s Rofcel. 

In the lower window towards the Iquch ~r 
Or, a cheyron between two rofcs gujes, — 
LaGroflfe. 

In the eaft window is o]ur fayiour JblefSng 
the eUments, paif^ted in glafs by Mr. John 
Langton writing-mafta- of StamfiH:d . 

All thefe antiquities I imagine to be as old 
as the church, feme of the wns being tljieirs 
who painted the glafs windows i others per- 
haps older, and taken from the windows of 
the old chutch wlien it was demolished, and 
put up, again in ihis, fcr fome of the gjafs 13 
very antient, while vfon^e is much more ^xjo- 
dern. 

The jewels belonging ix) the churcsh were 
chiefly the gift of the fime Bruge?, who ai&> 
gave it many curious filyer yq0ek, rich imiges 
and fine yeftments while liyirig, bvt uhc do- 
nations mentioned in his will dated Fefc. ^6, 
1449 were e?:treria€ily mwwrous and roagni- 
iicent. 

The cfewch having .laeitheir north norfouth 
chancels, two chapels were therefore iTOuie of 
the upper part of the north and fouth aifles ; 
the north chapel was parted from the church 
by a.fcreen, which reached from the north 
fide of the chancel to the firft pillar on the 
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north fide of the nave, and from thence by 
another fcreen which ran acrofs to the wall of 
the faid north aifle, fo that it took in a hand- 
fome fquare corner and two windows at the 
tipper end of the faid north aifle. The fouth 
chancel was cxaftly of the fame compafs and 
proportion; thefe fcreens were taken down 
when the church was repaired in 17 19. 

There belongs to this church 7I. per an- 
num, being a rent out of feveral houfes in the 
fame, probably given by the faid Bruges, 
and perhaps was to buy wax candles that 
were ufed day and night, for our popiih an- 
ceftors t>oth in churches and monafteries 
prayed every third hour ; the fervice at three 
q' clock in the morning was called the Mat- 
ins ; that at fix the Prime, from hora prima; 
at nine High Mafs, or hora tertia; at twelve 
Lauds or hora fexta; at three Vigils or ninth 
hour, becaufe the watchings and fallings be- 
gan then ; at fix the Velpers or evening fong ; 
at nine the Complines^ and at twelve the 
Nofturns, (m) 

In this church lies David Cecil of Stam- 
ford efq; who was high ftierifFof Northamp- 
tonfhire in 1542 and 1543, and grandfather 
to the firfl: lord Burleigh. 

For Modem Monan^ents fcCi f«e the trtfint State. 

ALL. 
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ALL SAINTS' (m) 

Confifts of three aifles ahd two chancels, 
one anfwering the fouth aifle and Ae other 

the nave. 

' ' » * . » 

Adjoining the weft end of the north aifle h 
the fteeple, a beautiful ftone fabric embattled 
at the tower and crocketed all the way up the 
fpire; the whole is 'a very neat, well pro- 
portioned and much admired fabric, being 
one of the principal ornaments of the town. 

Butcher fays it was built by the fame Wm. 
Browne who founded the Bead-houfe by the 
market-crofs, but tradition fays it was ereftr- 
ed by John Browne elddft fon of John and 
Margaret Browne, who were buried' at the 
upper end of the north aifle, where a plate of 
gilded brafs was fixed on the wail near the 
Ipot with this infcription . 

^ Orate pro animabu^ Jphanais Browne, merCatoris 
flapule Califiey & Margerie uxoris ejus, qui ^af- 
dem Johannis obiic xxvi die menfis Jiiliian dni 
MCCCCXLHs & que quedam Margeria obiic 
xxji die Novembris .^MCCCCiiX, quQrui^.«ni- 
mabas propitietur Deus, Amen. 

. . 1, c. 

■ » * • 

Pray for the fouU of John Browne merchant of the 
flaple of Calais and Margaret his wife ; the faid 
John died July 26, 1442, and the faid Margaret 

.' November zz, 14609 on whofc fouls may God 
have mercy. (0) 
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In the fteq)le hang five bells, the lafgefl 
about i^ CWt. and ^ft chiafs infcribed 

I. Hadt nova <ESMipaiia Margaxetca eft «>mhiata« 

i. Cr 

iTMs fte^ bell Is Darned Margaret. 

II. Noxnen Magdalene campana fonat melodie. 

Tbis bell/oands tHe i^Ont of MagdMen Aielodiouily^ 
Si. Ill nmids^Miit'itibiiet campana Johatnis* 

^ay the bell of John ring many years^ 

IV. Newx^ i7a6. 

V. God fave the kiQg. Tobias Norris cafl -me ^67 \m 

Befides thefe there is the Saints* bell. The 
firft aiwi third wtrt tprdbably given by 'John 
Browne and Margatiet his wife. 

In the north fide of .the lowejft weftem 
window are the artns of the town, and on the 
ibuth fide of the fame window are the arms of 
the merchants of the ft^le of Csdsus, being 
Wavy of fix bars argent, and fable, a chief 
azure, cliarged with a lion.paflant ardent, (p) 
Thefe ipferhisrps were plac^ here becayfe it 
wks glazed by fbhic of the Brownes who 
were merdhUrits of that ftaple, 

William Browne who built the'aforcfaid 
Beadhoufe with his wife lie here, their fig- 
ures in large brafs plates on a large blue mar- 
tie ftone, being in St. Mary's chapel where 

dip ^lar formeriy ftood. They are^ de» 
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pifted with folded hands as praying: his, 
head is bare and over ix engraved in 4 fcroll 
is 

X me ijpedc.* 

Over heir's m ^notJicr fcrcAl ii 

Dere lady Hd|> at nede. {qj 

His garment is a long gown girt round 
hU waift, and he ilaods on two cufhions^ or 
perhaps wool-pacjcs. 

She has her neck and'bofGffn ^bore, »d ha^ 
on a long cloak covering la Ibng gown ; at 
her feet nes a dog looking up towards his ma- 
iler, under whole feet ^e the following lines^ 

Hexirgum* ^ominusdomiaantiiin, tu quia.folus 
Vclle too fubcrit, omne quod eft vel eriu 

fntrsvit terram corpus, ftA fpiritus -ad te . 
Currerc feUinac, cu Beus accipe me ^ 

In te fpirantesn ; ^i deai, ^(:pacef aliiie, 
Alticonanfq. deus fpiricusy accipe me. 

Under her fe the fcd|owing infcriptron^ 

Feceaviy mala malta tuli, ne penitet litijiis» 
Ad te elamantem,. ta deas acctpe me. 

Non intra?, Domine» judicare mihi, niii primo 
Digneris YeBie reddere quod fatis eft i 

Et qui pro noftris animabus fuicipiendis 
Rex terrenuseraSy tu deus, accipe me« 

Thcfe infcriptlonfe being in fuch wretched 
Ijatin» fays Mr. Peck, I have tried to give 
the £iigli(h reader a notion of thcni by the 
foUowing verfion. 



■^— ^— ■ ■ I 



^ This £ means CtxiHf 
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His, 

O king of kings and Lord of lords ! thy will 
In yielding to the grave all mait fulfil. 
But as my Hefh to earth, my fp'rit to thee. 
On whom my hope depends, makei hade to Hee ; 
Then gracious Father, Son and Holy dhoft 
Reteive my foul or I'm for ever loft, 

Her's 

A many fihsrvfidolle and much I'm griev*d. 
Then let my cries for mercy bereceiv'd. 
Enter not into judgment with me Lord# 
Mercy I beg, thy merCy firft afford, ; ^ 

Thotf, who in pity didft our nature take. 
Hear and oh fave me for thy mercy's fake. 

In the fouth chancel of St. Mary's chapel, 
againft part of the eaft window, is a monu- 
ment of white marble in memory of Mr. 
Thomas Truefdale, who lived in the fame 
houfe that Wm. Browne lived in, founded an 
hofpital in the fame town Mr. Browne did, 
and was buried in the fame chapel in which 
Mr. Browne was buried : his arms are placed 
on the top, and the La,tin infcription may be 
thus rendered. 

Beneath this marble are depofited the remains of 
Thomas Truefdale of Stiamford Gent, known to 
very many, dear to all, but mod dear to his 
friend^. In the ufe of Englilh laws and praftice 
of the courts excellently [killed, by his knowledge 
wherein he made others as well as himicif hon- 
ellly rich; to the poor while he was yet alive he 
gave often, when he died -r- always. In a neigh- 
bouring ftreet called Scotgate, he founded an hof- 
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pitaly a fit divelling for fix poor people for ever, 
and ' endowed the fame with revenues at fiailon 
and 'Morton in Lintolnfhire. 
His fame like a tree grows and (hall grow to un- 
known time, for charity, which furpalTes poetry* 
forbids that a perfon fo Referring of praife (hoald 
ever be forgot, if gravity, if fobricty, if a mind 
iincerely honefl can any of them procure a fair 
name, this roan hath made fure of it. He died 
O^lober 23, iA the year 1700. 

On the left hand of this monument is ano- 
ther in memory of Elizabeth his wife, daugh- 
ter bf John Tooly of Bofton Gent. 

In the fame chapel is a blue marble flione 
with the figure 01 a woman inlaid in braft, 
with this infcription, 

Hic jacet Margaretta Elrae?, filia Johannis £Ime5» 
& Elizabethe uxorls ejusde Randale fupcrTevifi- 
am, que obiit prima die Augufti anno dai 
N4CCCCLXXI, ^uj'js anime propitietur deus. 

The marble font is neatly fculptured and 
deemed a great curiofity. 

Moft of the grave ftones having cfcaped 
rapacious hands have the brazen plates on 
them as perfeft as at firft. 

About 1170 one Achard of Stamford, 
who was patron of this church, gave it to the 
nuns of St. Michael. 

For Modern Mohuments, iec. fee the Present State. 
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St- JOHN'5 

Was rebuilt about 1450, it was dedicated 
to St. John the B^ptift, and cbnfifts of three 
^ides, and a$ many, dbuauncelj^ anfwering them, 
all which are lea^. At the bottom of the 
north ifle is the fteeple j being a ftone tower 
and a neat regular piece of work. The bells 
Czs appear by an old par iih hook, wherein the 
fourth and middle bells ane often mentioned) 
were formerly fivej but are now but four. 
Thefirft, ftcond, ajid fourth are dated 1561 
the third has m date. Upon ihe fanftes 
bells is. 

Cam voco venite. 1605. 

The chancels of this church are parted 
from the aifles, by three fcreens of excellent 
WOfkmanihip, all handfomely painted and 
gilded, For the parMii<5ners ipared no coft 
In adorning thi3 church 5 as thefe fcreens, the 
windows, and roof oi it, do all y^ atteft. 
The laft in particular being adorned with 
many angels at kngth, 41 vefted like priefts, 
and many other figures <:arv€d in wood and 
ftone, 

Let us then take a view of the windows^ 
beginning at the loweft window of the nortl> 
aifle. 

At the bottom 9f the left hand light is 
the pifture of S. OfVald the king and martyr 
at length. Over his effigies (in two lefler 
lights framed out of jthe top of the greater) 
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are the reprcfeiiEad(^!(if Hote tuid Faitlu In 
the middle ^reat light of the lame windovry ift 
portrayed St. Edditmd the king and martyr 
at length; itel orer his ^&art (in Wo Icffer 
light* framed out «( the ttm of Ad greater)- 
two other figures^ bot withont afiy names*.' 
In the rig^t band light of di^ fairfie window is 
delineate S. Edw^d the kii^ and martyr. 
And^ in tw6 ItSh lij^m above^ the figuret: 
of chanty and SanBoi Safkniia. The figures* 
of the thtw princeB aboVe^ particuiBtfly the 
(^actSy are well done^ 

Thence tre: proceed to the fecond window 
from the bottom? of the fame^e*- fci the left" 
hand fighu of this window (which is atprefenf 
1 7 1 ff the moft beautiftil in the ^vhole chiirqh, 
and moftof it entire i and well defcrving the 
charity offome well dilpofed pfcrfon to keep 
it foy by wir4i% the omwe) is depided a marr 
laid out T^o&a bkr with &veral odieis ft^nd-. 
ing about the coip&j: over tjiem is the figuirer 
of S. Tulpu&: mi. over himr Uirpidiufes of- 
Sr Erafinc and S. Giles^ : 

Over the cafementin die middle light of' 
the lame window is the h^figujpe of a naiif^- 
lefs faint, (ittin|g in a yeiy conten^ladv^ 
pofture r over which 2^peaj«s> as^ near iter r<^anr 
guefs, the figure of our bleffed lofd fuW"CJ^ft4-'. 
ed with a glcay, and fuj^pDrted by t^o angels 
in beautiful copes, their wings eyed like a 
peacocks train,- : Above aU in die fanne light 
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are the figures of S» Blafe. and another faint 
without a name. 

In the right hand light of the fame window 
is reprefented the martyrdom of S^ Laurence^ 
his body lying upon d gridiron, witHi a fire 
under it. Above that his effigies at large in 
a blue cop^ embofled with divers eyelets or 
circles, in every one of which are inferred the 
three faered letters IHSL Over him are the 
portraits of S. Leonard and S, Peter de . . . 
At the bottom of all this window runs an in- 
fcription, ^ 

Orate pto animabas Johannis Marchaunt •/....*. 

He and his wife, T fuppole, were at the 
charge of painting it. 

Pafs we next to the third window of the 
north aifle, where, in the left hand light, flood 
formerly, in my remembrance, the pifture of 
S. Thomas of Canterbury; but it is now de- 
faced. However in the fame light above is 
yet left the figure of S. Martin. In the mid-" 
die light ftands part of a figure without any 
name under it. Above it the entire portr^cs 
of S. Ambrofe and S. Auflin. 

At thfe bottom of the right hand light is a 
pcrfon kneeling in a religious habit, with a 
book upon a defk before him, over his head 
a label infcribed, 

Sande Wilhelme ora pro jiobis. 

Above the label a large figure infcribed, 
San6ltt8 Wilhelmus. 
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Above that the, pictures of S. • Blafe and S. 
Nicholas, (r) At tlie bottom of all this win- 
dow is part of am infcriptipB, 

r 

» . • . . f^neflram fieri fecerunt, anno dni' millo. 

cccco. Ijo. . 

-« • • , • • ' 

. We n5w go on to the north window in the 
north chancel. In the left hand light where- 
of are reprefeiited St. Simon and St. Jude, 
depi6ted like children in the arms of their 
parents", who have likewife two other fniaU 
children ftanding by their fides. Above thefe 
reprcfentations are Cleophas and Anna, and 
above them two other figures without any 
names. In the middle light are delineated 
Jofeph and Mary y above them Joachim and 
the blefled virgin with the child Jefus, hold- 
ing a litde. ftaff in his h^nd ; over them 
St. . . ...{and, St. Peter. In the right hand 

light are the .figvires of Zebedee, the blefled 
virgin and the child J^us, Above thetn 

St and St. Marie. Above them one 

Richai;d, a benefaftor to this church, who 
being probably buried in a monkifh habit, 
according to die falhion of the times, thought 
good to have his effigies here depifted in the 
feme manner. This is the fecond beft win- 
dow in the church, and deferves to be pre- 
ferved with more care than I fear it >s like to 
meet with. 
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: Thencxt is the cajft window df Ae fame chan- 
cd, at the bottoftn of the left haftd light where* 
t>f are the effigies^ of fix perfoAs^ one in fcarlet 
with a black grdle kneeling before ^ defk> 
the other ftv^e a^ in religious habits kneeling 
behind hini^ Over them is the portrait of 
St* John t^ l^^ifi^ ^d above Imn dxt St^ 
Luke aod St. M^k. At the top of the n»d-' 
die light are th« pi^res of St. George and 
St. i^i&xifh^^ !n the ri^t haftd hStit are 
the Fepreientac|9n« of ih^iee mote pemm in 
tcligious habit^^ likewife kneeling^ Over 
them, in a label, O dtaia trimt^h Over it 
the figure of St% John the divine at lengih^ 
And ui the two little pann^ above St^ Mat^ 
thcfw and St^ John the Eva^igelift. 

By theie pi Aures k ftiouki feem the painter 
wooild have St. Jolm the divine^ And St. John 
the evimgelift to be two perfons \ an error in 
>fcrhkh he is foflowed by the gravers t&t itoodcrn 
^onaoK^ prayer- books^ At the bottom of 
ill this window is wrote 

Oratt pro animabus Willielmi .... & Agof tis 
confbrtis fac,- qai r&^m feoeAram vitreamt fe-* 
tenuit an. AtA mcc^co, l^. primo. 

The nine perfons here pt6tured on their knees* 
in rdigious habits were that perfon, his wife 
and children who beautified this window* 

Monkifh habits being commonly ufed, 
t)oth to bury in, and alio to reprefent any 



til'StORr df S^AMPOR^. i\% 

bciiefaftor; fuch habits fcrving to teftify tl^e 
dbndrs relpedt f6r a, monaftic life, a|id per- 
hapis that he was adiiiittedl a lay brother of 
fpme religious order, atid \o Hoped to be en- 
title to a fharg of their prayers* In tlte north 
window of the choir^ or niiddle chancel, are 
the pictures of the Virgin Mary and pope . . ; 
At the bottbrh of the left hahd light is alfii 
the reprefehtation of a Church (what if we 
fhoiild fay the old church of S. John the' 
Baptift, which ftciod in this place befbre th^ 
fame was pulled down and rebuilt? J and uri- 
derneath it. 

Orate proanimadni • . ; • • <bs • • • • quoxid)siBt 
idiiis eccefie qui 

In the pavement,, juft under this window^ 
lies a very ancient ftone^ with an infcripition 
upoil it, but not kgiblfe; laid down it iis like 
for the fame perfonj who was probably re6lor 
when this church was rebuilt, . and, ks fuch, 
at thf fame time rebuilt this charted^ and 
glafed this window at his own charge. 
. In the left hand light of the great eaft Win- 
dow over the high altar (which window con* 
tains in all fevei) lights) is yet left fome part 
of the effigies of S. Matthias, but very much 
% battered. In the middle light flood formerly, 
in my remembrance, a large figure of the 
crucifixions but now quite demolilhcd. In 
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\6^^'^,, ^^%txr i^n fe^w of this churct^ 
\¥as charfip4 W^. P^P^^ ^^ letftng it ftand 
^ei:^. ]u^ the feventtt light is^ yet to be fcen 
paiirt 9jf ^he %W.i:e of S> John the B.aptift. 

^j|j^4 WW I an[i, hJireyiJig 
^^ th? iajcg^o^fs of this ^^njjfijOfWi send the feat- 
tere4 reiji^ins of^painted glafs in aluioft every 
9^6 ojf the ifeft ; I caijiaot h^lp wiflaitfg fome; 
charitable pctipti yfoyW be at the p^uqs and 
^h^rge. of removing the bei| an4 rtu?ft entir^ 
places, yet ^eft. in the other ^i|ido:i^s^^ and dif-^ 
ppfing thena m this ;. Ivhich, beiftg dpne by a 
careful hand^ with a little wii'ingi would pre- 
ferve them to many generations. 

The next window affords nothing remark- 
able. But in the two little parinels af the top 
9f die left hand light of the eaft window, in' 
the fouth. chancel, are the figtires of S^ . . . . 
and S. felixabeth* In the fanie part of th^ 
middle, light of the fame window, afe thef 
fcleffcd Virgin and our Saviour. In the famtJ 

>art of the right hand light,- S. Agnes and 

J. Barbara, 

Tiie riext window yields riothihg remark- 
able. We go on then to the upper window 
of the fouth aifle, where, in the little pannels 
at the t<^ of the diird lighty are /et to be feeri 
the ejffigies of S. ?etronilla, S. Mary Mag- 
dalene, and S. Etheldreda. 

The. next window hath nothing curious. 
We proceed therefore tip the third window of 
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ihcrfoiith aifle, beldH^ the fcteefi; whei-e, iii 
the left hand lights is reprefented the figufci 
of one of the three kings or wife-men of the 
eaft, who came to offer to ouf bleffed Lord at 
his nativity* He is depi6ted cWwried with a 
chalice in his hand and a label orer him with 
this infcription^ 

Video Hellam ejas in orxente fialgettteiii cum fpkndorc 

Abote ih £hs feme light ftarids iht ahgel 
<3abriel With at labels containing his falutation 
bf the bfeffed Virgin, 

Ave tn aria! gratia plCttay dn us tec amy beata tu in« 
ter feitttnas. 

By it ftands the blefied Virgm herfelf, With a 
iabfel. abdut her^ containing lief wrfwfer t& the 
Forefaid falutatibnj 

Ecce zfttiihm dottirii; ftat HAU ftciHkFuih verbuni 
tuuin. 

In the left hand panhel^ at the top of the 
middle light of the fame window, is anothei* 
figure of the bleffed Virgin with our Ljord on 
heip fcrtfeeS fitting in a ftabie ; above, 

Gloria in excelfls» 

Thiaf other XxvAit paiinel at the t6f of thfe 
lidK, and the whole top of the next light are 
luled with reprefentatioas cf feverai iheph^d^ 
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feeding their flockS> over the head of one of 
whom is wrote. 

We hav^ here a Lord therwy the to piaye,, 

Over the fecoiidy 

And here a pype the foothe to fay^ 

And over the tfiird, 

Sa?e us, Lord, as thou well may. 

In the middle chancel is a blue marbfe 
grave-ftone with this infcription under his feet 

iiic jacet magiflelr Henricus Sargeaunt^ quondam 
-^reaor ifliasr eccle : qui obiit 24 die menfis }unii, 
an dni MCCCCLXXXXVII, cojas aniAe ppic^ 
ietur deu8« i. e* 

Here Heth Maner Henry Sargeaunt, once Redor of 
tMs church, who died June 24, 1497, on whofe 
foul may God have mercy. 

His figure is inlaid iii brafs and clothed" irt 
his mafs habit. 

In the fouth chancel is another blue marble 
grave fione, with this infeription on brafs 
beneath them. 

Pray for the (but of fJkholas Byldyfden ft}me tyme 
Alderman of this town, and Kataryn hi's. wyiFe, 
the whych Kataryn deccfflV'd the viij day of Sep-* 
tember in the yere of our Lorde mcccclxxxxi-x, 
on whofe foul Jefus have mercie. 

Beneath are four boys, and as many girls 
HFith folded hands as praying. 

Both the above plates have the fymbols of 
the four Evangclifts- at their corners. 



I 
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At the eaftern end of the church are th^ 
figures of Mofes and Aaron with the Gom- • 
mandments, and our Sayiour at his laft fupper 
furrounded by the Apoftlcs, all which were 
painted and given by Michael Collins 
in 1724, 

' Staveley fays that the Saxojis generally 
made their churches with defcents into them, 
but the Normans with afcent§, hence when 
wc meet with the former we may conclude 
them to be very antique. That of Ticken- 
cote from this and many other marks feems 
extremely old, and noted ' for it's lingular 
arches in the north wall, and for a large room 
with ftone flairs and floor oyer the chancel, 
which is a ftrange defignment, and perhaps 
was for fame, religious perfon to dwell in. (s) 

The oldeft churches ,alfo were like this of 
ihiall extent and lo\^ ftrufture. With neither 
fower nor fteeple, having only ^ fmall arch at 
the weft end to hang two very fmall bells in, 
whofe ropes defcend into the chu'rch by holes 
bored ^ough the roof of the middle aifle; of 
thi$ fort ar^ Stretton, Whitwell, Liittle Caf- 
terton, Efendine, Eye, &c. thefe refemble 
the church of Jofeph of Arimathea at Glaf- 
tonbury, which- is thought the oldeft in 
England. 

Some churches have their fteeples placed 
cathedralwifc-in the middle, as Ketton, ClifF, 
.and Caftor> the firft of thi§ fort ^Ya3 St, Pc- 
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ter's at Weftminftcr> Some have clumiy (tone 
fpires, as Bernack, (t) Rihall, Croyland, and 
iatdy James Deeping, &c. others have plain 
ftone i^ires without battlements or crockets^ 
as Langham, Greetharn, Cptefmore, and 
lately Pickworth, all which were probably 
built by one architeft. Helpfton is the only 
hexagonal tower and f|>ire I ever few, Mel-- 
ton Mowbray, and Great Paunton, have 
beautiful fquare takers, L^^wicfc, Pofton^ 
and Fotheringay, hawre oftangular towers ori 
quadrangular, Exton has a fine quadrangu- 
lar tower cmbattkd, on which is an oft- 
angular tower embattled^ ajid on this an 
hexagonal fpire. 

Whatever may be feid againft Qothie 
buildings they abound with a§ much variety^, 
andftpike the eye as agreeably fometimes as the 
fineft pieces of the more regular orders . There 
is fomething vaftly great and magnificent, 
and alfo vaftly beautiful in their comppfure. 

Plot fays that in letting churches due eaft 
and weft, all the direftion that architQfts had 
before the comp^ was invented, was from 
the fun itfelf, which riflng in fiimmer more ox 
iefs northward, and in winter propoftionably 
fouthward of the equinoiSlial e^, might oc-^ 
cafion fo maay churcj;ies not to refpeft the due 
eaft and weft points, but to decline more or 
Iefs from them according to the early or late 
feafon of the veaf wl>erein tjtiey were founded, 
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This feems to inftruft us how to find the time 
of d^e year when any church was laid out or 
firft crefted. (u) 



For Modern Montiments kc* fee the Ph/iit Stc^tPf 
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NOTES or| Chapter ;V. 



(a) St. Cknunt wa^ a Roman^ and bifliop of J^9«f& ' 
about the y^ear 70 ; he was condemned for his religioa 
foh^w ftones in the mines, and afterwards thrown into 
the fea with an anchor about his neck : he is the p^t* 
ron of Smiths yTannir Si Curriers^ Glp«uerSf fTtite'tawers^ 
^c. who keep his n^ght^i?^. 23. 

{v) The parfonage houfe is ju/t oppofite the fite of 
St. PiUr*s church (fee page 56) in which the vicars of 
wJf// 5tf/«// ufaally refide.^ ' 

In England w 3845 vicaragejf, 

(c) Domt/iimy book was in imitation of the roll of 
Winton made by order of king Alfred galled J)omboc^ 
It took feven years in compiling and is written on vel- 
lum ; the firft volume is in F.olio and has two columns 
in each page in a fmall plain charadler and has 38^ 
pages. The fecond volume is in ^to^ and has only 
one column in a page of which there are 4^0, and 
written in a large fair hand ; it is kept under thre^j 
Jocks and keys and not to be fearched ^nder 6s. 8d. 
iior trahfcribed nnder 4d. a line. 

All the lands in England are defcribed in it excepts* 
Ing Northumberlandf Cumberland, Weftmtrelandf the 
bifl|ioprickofZ>/yr/(^mandFartofZrffff0^/>^. ^ 



lilSfORX <i STAMFORD. u| 

Jt ha^ it's Bame from the word Doom, fignifying 
judgment, becaufe iProm i( judgment was given in teiv- 
ures of eliates. The word Day, {dLj^ Hammond, had 
Ibrmerly the fame meanins; ; in the north of England 
arbitrators are called Dayimen, 
"It is removed from the Exchequer to the Chapter • 
Houje at ff^e^n§i^fier^ 

(d) Henry Uh made Rutland a diftinfl county out of 
thefe two fliires and gave it to his brother jticharif king 
of the Romans, 

(e) The flpudal cu^omsy fays Dalrymple, reduced 
the Tex to alnioft a ^ate of infignificance ; the wsmaa 
bjFered by the lord to his vaffal K)metimes waited whole 
days in the churcl^, till her lover had either fon^uered 
his repagnance or compounded for it; 

(p} St.'MfchaelU recorded in D^n. xi. 1 3 , as an angel 
watching over the'church with a particular attention. 

(o) When this wooden tower of St. MichaeVs was 
taken down there was ibund under it a Hone cof&A 
which may be feen in the fhop of Daniel Lhn sl bafkec- 
;naker in St. John^z ftreet. Half a dozen fuch were 
alfo dug up as they lay abreaft with covecs, when Mc. 
Ridlington leyelled the hill before the AQrth front of thf 
roaniion houfe of St. Leonard* s^ but nothing remained 
in them excepting duft. -^ Pulws $$ umbra/nmuu 

(h) Bellsy fays Weevierf were formerly baptis^ec)-, 
anointed, exorcifed^ and blejfTed by the bilhop, and 
then. they were imagined to cal^i florms, cauie fai^ 
weather, recreate the dead, and drive devils out of the 
air. 

Indeed the din of St. MichaeVs bells is fo intolerably 
to thofe who live in their vicinity, that they will rea* 
fiily believe there is no devil in his fenfes but will get 
away a3 faft M ]^ can as foon a^ their qUmour beg^ins/ 
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The great bril« ^(tincoln atid Oxford were baptized 
by the name of Thomas in honour of Thomas a Beciet 
archbiihop of Cahurbury^ hence they are called the 

grciit of ifilghty Tom: 

About the year 4(20 Pfiulinus bilhop of Nola in Cam^ 
fania ititnoduc^d belh into chuj-ches» hence their latia 
name Campana. Bede is the fird who mentions them. 

Croyland abbey had the firft ring of bells in England 
which were put up in Edgar* s reign, they were fix 111 
number. The abbey itfelFwas began td be built about 

Vet bells were not invented by PanHnusi for tha 
JetwSf Greeks and Romany ufpd theni» though not for 
religious purpofes, tlxe latter were Summoned by then| 
to their baths and called them Tintinnalmla, but they 
|vere made of iron or brafs. 

The Je^ws made ufe of trumpets to aljemble the 
people to worihip* Sounding boards are fo ufed at 
(hift day ,by the monks in t^pt, and alfo in Grteu^ 
fvhere they flrike on them with a maUet. 

IViUiam the conqueror ^rft commaBded the eight o* 
dock bell to be rimg^ that his fwb^^^s might at that 
time put oat th^r ilre» aad candles^ httuct it wa« call- 
ed the CMrfnh i* e. Covjpr fire belPy^ ibme aethers fay 
jie oRlcred it to prevent nightly laeetinge againft hta 
governnent, bet in ^ruth k wa» ae ecckfiafticftl eftab-: 
Ikhment (tied in monafkries oe the cOfltinent long be« 
iore xa ptrevent ftresr ^ tht houfes wcfe boik of wood'^ 
however to ring ^ttnat )iour could be of no ufe in thq 
lummer fnontlis. Mih^ fays 

Oft on a plat of rifin'g ground* 
I hear the far off Curfew found". 

The Curfewj tolls the knell of parting day, 
fays Mr. Gr^y in his admired* elegy. 

The FefJJing bell is fo called becau^ ufed to be rang; 
)»efore death, while the foul wa» pfiffix)g. from the 
|)ody^ hence it is in fome places called (he fouls' bel];i 
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b0t with qs i( is only rang immediately after death', 
and is frequently very peroicioas to the i^ck, yet of ncf 
fort of dfe to thole who are well. 

la an account of the chur(;hward^8 of ^tf/iri(^2/»* 
abbey in 1 542 mention is made of paying a penny 
lor ringing a bell at the coming of the princie. 

LiJIji in hiftory of his life and times fays <* that the 
Rev, ff'm. BredoH vicar of T/f^rntM in Bmkinghamjkir^ 
was fo food of fmoking, that when he had ao tobacccf 
^e cut the bell ropes aad finoked them." •"-*Twas 4 
mercy he coul4 not fn^oke the bells. 
. 1 be following is an account of the weight of thf 
lar^eil bells extant. 

lis. 
Thaf of Phila^lfbia in America^ — 2,080 

« It has this infcripti^a —^ Proclaim liberty 
throoghottt all the land to ^e iahabi* 
tants thereof, 

« 

The great bell of St. Pi^uts in London'^ ^— 9,408 
Great Tom of Lincoln (hoMs 424 gallons 1 « 

alemeafure) \ 9**94 

One in the cathedr^ of AnPaarp. 7 ^ 

(founded m 1440,) — 3 *">'-''^ 

phrzfi'cburch hcW in Oxf&rdy < im 1 7*929 
The bell of St. Ambrofi in Milan (7 ft, di.)30,oo6 
Qne at Rouen in Narmamfy^ called 7 . 

George jyjmboi/e, (13 feet high) \ ^'"^^^ 
The great bell at P^ififf in C/ir/ffiSy -7^ 130,000 
The, great bell at Mofiow in Rnffkh 366,000 

This laft is nineteen feet high, feventy feet m 
compafs, and two feet in thicknefs ; one hun- 
dred men is required to raife it. 
The metal of whicl! bells are compoied is cither tii^ 
and copper or pewter and copper ; twenty three pounds 
of the former or twenty pounds of the latter are put tq 
one hundred w^ght of copper, to which fome ziak is 
added, • ^ .. .. . -,.« . 
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The diverfion of ringing is mpre pradife^ in '£ftg* 
Jf$nd than in f ny other nation, hence foreigners fonier 
times llyle us the ringing nation, however it mud be 
Qwi^ed to be a healthy exercife, therefore the ringing 
of a dnmb bell is frequently prefcribed' by phyficians* 

When bells are few in number their monotony ren- 
ders their ringing in a fhorttime extremely irkfome tp 
fome ears* and inftead of mirth infpires n^elancholy, 
bqp their found when mufiied generally pleafes. 

The found of them is heard farther on plains than 
on elevated places^ from the air being more denfe and 
eiaftic the nearer it is to the earth, and for the fame 
reafon their found, and indeed that of any thing elfe, 
^s heard farther in the nigl^t. 

That found is produced by the denfity and elafticity 
of the air is ihewn by the air'rpump* for when a bell 
is rung in an exhaoAed recipient it's found can fcarcely 
be heard, nor could it be heard at all were it poflible 
to extract the air entirely. 

Church-ryar^s were admitte4 into towps about the 
year 740 ; in the early ages of Chrillianity burial in 
churches )vas npt permuted. Confian^inf the fir 11 
chriftian emperor was the firll who had the hunour of 
being buried ip the porch, the fix iirll ar^hbilhop^ of 
Canterbury had the fame honour in EnglanJj but St. 
Quthbert having fcen this cuilom at Rom^ obtained leave 
of the pope for the fame pra^ice here. See page 76. 

Yet iince the church-yards of this town are too fcan* 
ty for the inhumation of it's inhabitants, it is a pity 
that the five acres of land which Earl Wtvrren gave for 
this purpbfe (hould have been converted to other ufes, 
fee page 59. The Wbite Friary feems a fpot very eli- 
gible for a burial ground. 

Wkeatly fays that chriftians are buried with theif 
heads to the weft and their faces upwards that as Chrift 
}8 expeAed at the lafl day from the eaft they may h^ 19 
A praying pollurc as foop as rajfed. 
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Bro'wne ia his Urne Bwrial fays that the body is car- 
ried to the srrave with it's feet forwatrds becaufe it is 
the reverfe of thatpoftare with which it enters the world. 

I forget what writer it is w^o fays that dancing m^f* 
ters enter it feet foremoll. 

Since I am on this fubje£l:i I dare fay I fhall be ex- 
tufed ]f I mention the time chat a body ought to ^e 
kept after it^ fuppofed death. It is ineonteflible that 
many^ after they have been judged deac!, have revived* 
in time to fave interment, it is alfo inconteitible that 
many have revived after interment^ when^ from anoiie 
they have made/ they have been dug up and fpund turn- 
ed and disfigured with blood, butiiohfiderin? the (d* 
litarinefs of the place and the depth of earth that a 
corpfe lies under, it ts phyilcally certain chat a great ' 
many muft have been in fuch circumdances of whoni 
nothing was known ; fcarcely any thing can be con- 
ceived more (hocking xo human nature than this, ytt 
Grange it is that a matter (jf fo' much coniequencd 
fo us all (hould always be left to either ignorant or 
carelefs women \ A body oiight never to be inhumed 
till it has difcoveredevidel>tfignsof p\itrefa£kion either 
to the fnKll or fight. A flrrong cadaverous fmell is a 
token of (uch putrefadbion. A yellowiih green colour 
is alfo arnother fign, which from the vicinity of the in-> 
.tellines almoft always begins at the lower part of ther 
trunk ; when thefe fig ns are very palpable interment 
is fafe, tho' the tin:^ be ever fo fhort, but when they 
are not perceived h is unfafe though the days^elapfed 
be ever fo many. 

Bek, a painter of note, who loved his glaf^» being 
taken ill at an inn on a journey was put into a coffirf 
as dead, his iervant, fitting in the f^me room witlr 
others drinking, after being intoxicated with liquor^ 
fays my mafter loved this wine deai'ly when he wasr 
alive \ will give him a glais now he; is dead ; the refl 
tickled with the whim encouraged it, when after pour- 
ing it into his aoiirth tiic ^orpfe half opened ai» eye^ 
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this cottfeondedly terrified them, but, on recovering 
from thdr horror, they tifed proper means and reduced 
him to Hfci iihen iii 1656 t^e died in earneft. 

♦ 

(1) TJicfc fcriptiire ilories were it^m^A Myfteriesi 
and were the firfl Theatrical performances in England,, 
after theie fucceeded others called Moralities ^ in vvhicli 
Virtues and Vices were introduced as perlbns, then 
tame Hifitries which had much of the old Myfteriei in 
them, or elfe itiiitated them. 

liiefirft Comedy was writteti in I551, and called 
UamTuar Gurton^i needle; 

The firft regular Tragfedy wis Gorhoditc written in 
4565, by loxoBuckhurJi^ inwhith dumb fliews prece^ 
ded every aft. 

(k) St. Gwrjtf was a Cappaiotlan and a colonel ia 
HiacUfianU army, he fiiffered death for the Chriftian 
rcfigion in 290, and has been long deemed the ttttelaf 
iaint of inland txcixa the following incident. 
^ tLahi^t km miWilUMik the conqueror laycd fiegc td 
dntideh thes in poiieiCon of the inildeb and about ta 
to^bt velieved by them, but St. George^ with a red crofs 
in \At banned and a prodigious army attending him 
Udthed in Wiu tc; appeai'ed defceHdin^ thib diilanc hilU; 
wluch'' made the enemy fty, and occaiioned him ta gaini: 
th« city : this was^ above 70© years after his martyr- 
4oA»« Tha red crofs in our banners is itili called 8t» 
George^ s crofs. 

. Bis Qayin^ the dragba was derived frbm Bdletophon 
and the Ghimra^ whieh was originally an e»iblem-> 
ftttcal (kvice of the Itin and it's influence ; -« when the 
WQcihip of the fun ceafed and that of angels in^odue- 
l|d» %ti. Michael and the dragon imitated his conteil 
iirith S^tati ; -^ when the workup of angels ceaf($d and 
tlia^ of faints fucceeded, then it took the name of St. 
Qargt oitr patton faints Hit icllival is kept April aj; 
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The order qf tb« Garter waa ^ fir ft called tbe or^r 
of St. Ge9r^ hei^C^ was tbq pofirie^y of die &rft 
^nights of it bei^g d^pi^d ia t^^ vJin4Q#» of St. 
G^<7rf **i( chtircU, 

In ^a/^ri Chfonicle w<i read iM wKe^ Mkiard l4 
IK^as at the fie^e <>f :i^rtf ihere were only ihkry fix 
knights ti»a^ ilood firm ta him, and theie he cauftd io> 
«rear blue leatheni tboag$ abeiu their legs $ this wa» 
the flril QrigiA of the ocd^r of tte Gar^r which S^arJ 
Hi. afterwa^d^ rendered fa renowned, 

(t) St. Catharin^\i^ an Sgyfthn and fullered deaths 
t>y a wheel rpWed over her body lluck round with iroa. 
(pikes. She Is the patronefe of Carperiters^ JoUerSt 
Cabinet-makers t tf^beehwrights^ ^e. who keep her 
night Ndnjemher i^- St. Margaret Uvedat Antiech an(i 
#as beheaded in 2 7 9. She is the patronefs of Women 
in I^bou^. 

(m) M£* lSe€k if moftaken m, tjie naii^» of the ofBcesf 
and there i« i^ow no three o* clock m the mornitig fer- 
f ice^ but. tj^. Remufi Cath^i^Bs reft: kom tmAv^t of 
dock to i\K in, t}i^ morning, and io they had need> oc 
a man had better be a Portef than a P^pilK 

The canonical hours are only feven ; that of Six o** 
dock inrthj; inorning is calUd ^e. Prjmy that of Nine 
the Tercet that of iVelve th.e Sext-, that of Three int 
the afternoon the Noite^ that of Sik th^ Vefptrsj^ Nine 
the ComfUnesi Twelve the Maths and Ljands. Though 
they generally add the Ninth to the Sixth hour^ having 
both oiiices then. 

The Scripture* s Saint's day^ arc C2l\eAKDaubIes.y then 
at their Matins they have three NoButtu^ (u e. nijie 
pfalms and nine lefiTons) and two Antiphones, 

The Pope's faints' days are termed Semidoublef an<£ 
have three No^urns alfo at Miitins and one Ahtipbone^ 

On Simples a fort of underling faints are commemo- 
rated, to whon» they behave very, fhabbijy, for theV 
put thefe off with one iVi?^ay« of twelve pfaltnt api 
|hree lefions.- 
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On Firias or common days the fame fervice is ufed 
M on Simplest excepting the cotnmemoratibn. 

A Noaurn conilfts of three pfafms ahd three TeiTonst 
excepting on Simples and Ferias, when it toiltains 
twelve pfhlms and threie leflbns. 

When that wsirlike eihperor Charles V. refiened his 
crown and turned monk, he would be called by tio 
other nahie but brother Charles^ yet carrying his rtW- 
lefs difpofition into the monafterjr, hb freqnehtly 
awakened the monks for the.nlatin fei^vice; he once 
thundered at the door of a youne monk and roufed 
him out of a found Heep, which irritated him fo hiuch 
that he called out angrily. Brother Charles could you 
not be contented to diiturb all the reft of the world but 
you mull come and difturb iis too ? the emperor was 
JO delighted with this rebuke that he ufed to tell it to 
his vintors and became a great friend to the monk. 

* 
• (it) The emperor Piocas having taketi the FanfUoa 
from, the htathen Romans dedicated itto the honour of 
jHI Martyrs^ thtfe in procefs of titoe wiere called Jd 
Sai/tts.9 and a day fet apart for theiii by the churchy 
viz. November ill. 

(o) Mr. Srofivne had his arihs placed on the north 
Mc of Jll Sainti' Utieplt^ chufing the obfcurcr fide, I 
fuppofe; as hfs oftentatious, but about thirty years 
ago a Vandal of a butcher being church- warden, core 
down thefe arms, and with equal propriety fell' up a 
clock dial on this obfcure iide in their place. 

The Ar*ww*/arms were. Sable, thi-ee (fecmingly) 
ttifons* hammers argent. 

(p) Calafs then belonged to knglani. A Haple is a 
hiarket or place where florehoufes are kept to lay up 
commpdities for the better vending them by whulefale: 
there werefeveral ilaple towns in England^ and Stam^ 
^orH ib 1353 was propofed to be bne> fo was Boftoit^ 



L ^&ftf« f^ys that (joats 9f arms were unknown ia 
£4^^^4f|>efQre the con)jQe(^ ; IKey are tboqght to hav^ 
had (heir origin in (he ^rpifa^es^ the knignts wore a 
ftirco^t over (n^ir 4fniour in war^ teaching |o the 
navel, open at thb fide^y with Ihort peeves. 'and oa 
this c6at thfiraritiseo^brpidered in giDld and mytTf ^nd 
(Einaoielied with beaten tin coiburecl black, sreen^ red 
and hlut; thefe helped to diilingpiih them in battle^ 
'^nd hebce t|ii| ihort coa( yya$ called their coat of ar^ 
moury or at|ns, and they were a]|no(t invulnerable ii|. 
their coat o^ mail ; they ufed the fame drefs al(b ia 
their tqurnaments $ they h^d efauires to ;).tte|id them 
wbp were not allowed to be fo cioiely armedk 

l^) This I-ady is the Virgifi Mary^ to whpm th^ 
Iloman Cathojics pay nine titfkes more adoration than 
they do to our Saviour pr even God himfelf. 

(r) S/a/e was l:)i|]^pp of Selajfe in Arn^niu^ and put 
to death in the year ^8^, he is the rej[>uted inventor ot 
fvool- combing. 

Hence the glid cities of the loom hi? name 
Ifpnour with yearly fcAals. Dyer*s Fteecim 

Wool-feo^ber5 celebrate his fe/tiva) on Fab* 3d. 
Nicholas wa? biftiop of ^r^ in the reign of Cfl»- 
Jtantine the great.; h)ft is the patron of fishermen, wa^ 
ter^eoy apq all fe^faring peffons. 

' O/vjaid was king of fiorthj^mbeflamf in the year 
635. TI?F? V'?* ? 4it* QfivaJ4)^{o archbiihop of T^ork ; 
an arm of one of theie was kept wi.tl^ great devotion ia 
the abby in Peterborough, 

St. Edmuntiv4^ tied to a (lake by the Danes and (hot 
to death with arrows : the town <^f St. Edinondjbury 
Was built near the fpot where he was buried. 

King Edijuard was W order of his mother-in-law 
ftabbed to death in his back while he was on horfe- 
back ^nd drinking ^ cup of wine at her door as he was 
returning thirily from hunting. 

The 16th of Dtcfjmi^ vfSLS called Q $apienita front 
an anthem \\^ the h^fin ferv^e that wa? fung thep \)%* 
ginning wiih thefe words. 

K 
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St. Chriftophir was a tall big boned man who ufed to 
carry persons pratis over aferd near his cell, aiid' he 14 
often deptded carrying our Savio«Jr ; th# iflc olT St, 
CbriftophiT took it's name from him, becaofe a large 
mountain was firft' feeh on it, with another lefs feem-^ 
Sngly, on it's back. 

St. Laurence was a Spaniard zxii broiled to death on 
a grid-iron dbout the year 2^60 ; this grid'-iron after- 
wards performed Popifli miracles. ^ 

That immense paface of the krngs of Spain called 
the EfcuriaU about twen^ utiles from Ma4ridt was 
built in 1563 in the form of a grid-iron in honour of 
liim ; it's front is 219 yards broad, the fides 1*65 yards 
deep* it has 8,000 doors and 4,006 Windows. His 
fellival is on Anguft lo, which becciife if is at'the 
conclufibn of the dog-days and generally \^xy hpti 
occafiohed the common faying of Laurence bidding 
liigh wages, /. e. tb work on his day. 

St. Agnes^2A2L Roman yi\T%viitivA put tb death in the 
year 306 at fourteen years of age ; fhe appearing to 
her parents after her death with a lamb by her fide is 
ttie reafon that fhe is gCBerally depidted with that 
animal. Her feflival is on Jan* aifl, when the iSo- 
mdn ladies o^r np Iambs to her, and the pall which 
the Pope fends to a new archbifhdp is made of the woob 
of thefe lambs. Silly girls fafl on this day to difcovef 
iheir futorci hufb^ilds in dreams. 

Itbelreda was married ftrfl to Touierf a great £/ir- 
colnjhire lord, and then tb king Egfredy yet retnained 
a virgin with both, fhe then became a Nun, and af- 
terwards an Abbefs at £i^' where (he died. 

The letters I H 8 do not^ as is genferally fuppofed^ 
mean lefus Botninum SalvatoTy but are the three fir^ 
letters of the word fefus in Greek. 

In the parifh accounts the windows of St. John^t 
church are faid to have been made by Feterborough 
glazier^ 

(s) Bochart fays that the Gotbic architeQure is of 
two forts,' the anti^nt and modern, that the former li 
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thought do have firft appeared in the world in 376 
when the Goih were admitted into Tbractf but brought 
into ^nglahd in the year 90b. This fpecie^ was malTy^ 
heavy and grofs, with femicirctillir arches and rdiind 
jbeaded doors and windows. 

The mod antie'nt ftrufbure of this {6r\ that we havjs 
IS 'Grinjled church in ^ujfex. There is a large ibaillive 
arch of the fame fort in Tichncote ^\xxckn 

The fecond fort or modern Gothic is jinore light and 
airy and has pointed Itrches. t^larke fays that the 
pointed arch came into England in 12169 bat w^s ufed 
before in Spaiuy fo that the femicircular 'arch was dif* 
ufed in the reign of ^^xiry III, and *t)ie pointed uhiv6r-« 
tally fiic'ceeded, from whencb it varied fo the ellipticat* 

%\i Chrlftopher Wren fays that the modern Gothic 
"architefture is properly the Saracenic refined, which 
bega^ in the eaft after the fllll Of the Gr^ei empiric, for 
Ihe Mahometans building mofqaes, caravanluras and 
fepulchres^, wherever they came, the holy war gai^^ 
thie Chrtftians an idea of the Saracens* works; ^hd th^ 
imitated them when they retufnedi refining iipdn ic 
as they built chiirl^b^s., 

.The Italians, vtith fome Greei refugees^ dhd French^ 
Germans and Flemings then joined into a fraternity^ 
and calling ihemfelves Free Mafont procured a papal 
bull and particular privileges foi* their encouragement^ 
Ind ranged from nation to nation to buitd ch)!irches. 

Great height wlas tho^ht thegFeat9ft maghilic^Bce^ 
and having njeded cornices they had flo need of great 
engines, few i!ones being Cilfed btit what a hian might 
tarry oh his back, and (tone upOn (tone wa$ ea^y 
piled up to a great heightj therefore the pWde of their 
work Was in pinbactes and ft^eples ; fof as they carried 
their buildings perpendicularly, whenonlpe the groupd 
Work was fettled they had nothing t6 do but to fpire 
tip all they could ; in this they differed from the R^m^ 
ans and Grecians Who laid thfeir mouldings horiascmt^ilj^ 
to make the better pcrfpeftivc. 
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Theie mafons alfo siiade their pillars of a bundle o^ 
Itnte ToruJeSi whict) ^ey divided into more when they 
^me to the roof, and thetb Torvfii fplit into fmall 
'ohe€, and traverfing one another gave occafion to the 
tracery work of which tl^is focieQr were tKe inventors* 
Tae nao^crn Got%tc arrived at it^s perfeiftioh in the 
"reign of :Kwirry VllL and ended in that oFElizahtHf. 

The idea of the lofty pofnfed arches in the in fide c/f 
OUT cathedrals is fuppofed to be given them by the 
leauti'ful appearance which an avenne of tall trees 
inakes whoff branches mingle near their tops. 

Moft oT our abbey churches and all ovtr cathifedrals 
Were either rebuilt or greatly improved after the Nor" 
man (^clpqueft, 

Zalijbury churcli wliich Was begun in the veign of 
penH^^* isby far the moft regular of all our # iderit 
churches it being finifhed on a fettled plan vvithout 
any variations, yet the infide heigbt of this as well as 
of Ltfjeolrtf Wincheftet and Wifiminfter is too much and 
blemilhes the work. 

I here-fubjbih this altitude of fdme of the talliefl 
buildings* iTards. 

yeierhoreug% minfteri ■■ " ' '■■ ^ 62 

Grantham fteeple^ r ,> 1 — , ■ m ■ ^z 

Louth fleeple, ■ > ■ ^6 

S off on tower, '" ■ '• >' ■ ■ 100 

The church has 12 pillars^ 52 windows^ ahd 
.36jc-flep.s. 
6t f^auVf cathedral to the top of the crofs, 11; 

^jiw^uryftcephi » ' •*— 133 

This cathedral is faid tq'have as many win- 
dows as days in theyear, and as many pil- 
.. lars and pilafters-as there are' hours. 
The towcj of Jninveff cathedral, -^-^ 1^5 

/Ph^' lafgeft J^rWiw/^V perpendicular altitude, 1 66 
$t. PauFs fpire, before it was burnt, •^'— * 17^ 

S'tr^irgh cztHedr^U ■*— ■ ■ joq 

The fteeple of St. Mar/s cbjXxoh^in Luhck built 1 " 
in 1304^ V '■ ■■ "- '■ " 5**7 
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The height of this Uft is fbexceSve that it might be 
doubted did not Mar/haU and Nugent^ two credible 
travellers agree, in their account of ix^ for it is ^boire 
twice as h^gh as Bojkh tower. 

The cock being a watchful bird the figiif of it w^s 
placed on the tops of fleeples to remind (he Popiih 
Ciet^y of that vigilance over their flock which is To 
confpicuoos in their proteftant fucceflbprsi 

The form of churches at firft as^ well as now, fays 
^i^Mz/r, were oblong to refemble a (hip* we being 
to0ed up and down ip this world as a ihip by the f^a ^ 
they were alfo always divided into two parts as at pr^ 
&nty VIS. the nave and the ehaticel, the latter (land- 
ing at the eaftem end, and divided from the nave by 
neat tails called CanceUi from whence it had it's naroe^; 
fhe pried pply entered this and afed to per^m the 
whole church (ervice in it, for reading defies were not 
eilabliihed till the beginning of th^ reign of Jafnes I $ 
the chancel beiog then judged too fer o^ for tie whole 
toogregatiofi to hear the tniatllery who liad Begao to 
ipeak £fr^f> inftead of l4fMr. 

By the a^s ©f the 34th and 35th of IJenry VllI, the 
)4ew Teftamen^ in Englijk was forbid to be read by 
4Woineny appreaticesi journeymen and ferving men . 

{SermoMi in anticnt ttme«, fays the fame author, 
4were generally preached by the bifbops, at firft volub- 
tarily, but afterwards by injuB6lton. 

The leadiDg of (ermons firft began at the reforma* 
tion, <&at the preachers mijg^ht juftify ^mlelvesfrom 
fu:€4^ttons to the king^ to wiiom their adverfaries 
^•oogitc many complatnts. 

The band w^n by dei^ymeo was once worn by the 
laity too, but the former iwtained it when 4t grew out 
«if faAiion with Ae latter, yet it muft 'be coiifefltd that 
it 16 -t^xm formal appendage, whereas the numerous 
Aowin^ folds of 4he gowit anii forpHce render theie 
C0eti>eiiiely gnacufol. 

KUntn^s in hia Senth l>ook describes organs \ they 
9i%x^ brought from th^ Qmh empiiie ifvto the weilert; 
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churches, the emperor o£ Cdu/iantinof/e fending o^e to 
JPtfiH king of France abput the year 766. The ing«- 
]iioas Dr, Gregory calls mufic the food of devocioA. 
i^nthems were introduce^ iotp the church feryi^e in the 
year 386. 

Country feafts. or wake$ are ufually kept op the 
Sunday after the iaint's d^y whofe name t^e chur^ 
bears, but originally on the very day itfelf. They 
^ere called wakes beca^fe the people ufed to keep 
awake, faying prayers and iinging hypns in th^e 
church the whole night before the feaft : they were 
cftabliflved by Gregory the great, who was Pope in the 
year6oo« in i^iit^tion of ;he zn^lent Jgapig or loy.^ 
feafts, and wf^re ^t (Irf^ k^pt in ihed6 made of boughs 
cf treies round the church and laded eight days. 

Hifiiy yill. ordered all the feafts throughout Eng- 
land to be kc^pt on ope ai;|d the fs^m^ d^y, vi:;. the fir ^ 
Sunday in O&obir" 

Xhe puritaiis excl^mi^g aj^ainft tbem as a remnant 
pf popery, they were fupprefled about i6.30» but th^ro* 
the meaps of archbifhop tfaud^ (^^arUs I. reverfed the 

edia. 

* ' I cannot help mentioning that Spelmfln derives Wake 
from the Saxon wor4 Wak Signifying drunkenneisi an^ 
^ modern oMerver would think this (he t^ue etymoU 
Cgy, for religion has not th^ leaft ihare in theiu, 
whereas drunkennefs lias a great deal* 

Strutt thinks that fai^s had their origin from thefe 
country fcads, for haw^^r^ ^nd pedlars nrft c^nie^ the^ 
Other tradefmen fet up ftalls in the c|iur<th*yard to fup- ^ 
ply the number of people ajfembled froin the adjacent 
yillages ; thefe Sunday fairs were not entirely abol- 
qifhed till th^ reign of Mfnry VI. vyhen roya^ charter^ 
were granted for faii;s to be held only in towns whei:^ 
Viagiitrates refided, w(^o might fupprefs the Hots and 
tumults that frec|Uently happened. In 1617 all forts of 
fliverfions were allowed and encouraged on Sundays 
^fter afternoon fervice^ but in 1643 the parliament 
ifeolifhcd thef^ tQO. . ^:/ 
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^t) JBernack church belonged to Waltheof earl pf 
Huntingdon^ Nhrtbamtnn and KorthumbtrlanJ who 
lived at Ribalhf he gave it to the monks' of Crtyland. 

In the north wall are two effigies in ftone, which 
^ukeUy thou|ht to be Ralfd^ Bernakt and Rotfia his 
wife, who helped to rebuild (hat abby ^^ the reign of 
Henty I ; this Ralf was a Croijkdert i. e. one who had 
been 9 or intended to be, in the holy war* 

In the charter of Edward the Confeflbr to the abby 
of Ram/ay, that abbot was to give the abbot of Peter- 
horougif 4000 eels in Lent to let him have as niuch ftone 
as he wanted from his pits at Bemack ; Edward began 
his reign in 1042. 

The jurifdi^ion of the abbot oi Peterborough reach- 
ed from Groyland eaft to Wansfard bridge weft, and 
/rom thence northward to Eafton and Stamford^ and 
back along the river Welland to Cray land again. 

Gunton fays that not only the abbies of Ram/ay ^ 
Peterborough and St. Edmonjhury but other abbies alfo 
were built with this'fione, and that there are two long 
ftones Handing near Gunwade ferVy which were ere;£teci 
as a' memorandum that the carriags of Benfack llone 
to St, E^dmondjbury might pah that way toll ivtt* 

Bernack Aotie is called Bernack Rag, I imagine, from 
it's rough and ragged appearance, being a heterogene- 
ous fubftance in which yery minute mells are oftea 
vifible.' 

(u) The fun rifcs due eaft only twice in the year, 
viz. in fpring and autumn, when it rifes at fix and 
fets at the fame hour, which, becaufjp the days and 
night0 are thereby rendered' equal, are called the 
equinoxes, fo that, according to Plot, the more north of 
the eaft a church ftands the nearer midfummer it was 
began to be built, and tl^e more fouth of the eaft the 
nearer midwinter. 

If the fame rule held true of the building of towns^ 
the ftreets of Stamford were began tq, be laid out ahoii\ 
the fuminery^i/?/V^. 



Thovigli it) ^onfpr^illy to com^^on exprefEpn f have 
.(aid that the fun rifes, it is well known that Imninaiy 
js iixed and that the earth oniy ,niove<. 

it appears^ fro^^ this, ^nd the .two fare^oing chapr 
ter$y that we had above a dotien churches and as many 
Teligioys hoiifes, but the reader is not from thence to 
conclude that th^re . was a whit more reHgioh in the 
town than at this inHaiit, for there is as nnii^h diiFer-* 
$nce between the ceremony and outward form of rclir 
gion and religion itfelf as there is between his ihaddw 
and his body, yet they have ever bfen looked uponsui 
the fame by ^e onthinkingi who, if they go to cliarck 
f)n the fabbath and read a chapiter or twp in the bible^, 
imagine they ha, vt done>great things and let the week 
|>afs on as before, \^thoiit corredting, orfo much as 
thinking about cc^-re^iifg, any one immoral practice^ 
or even had habi^, whereas if they knew any thing at 
all of religion, they would know that the amending 
the leail of thefe would be of more avail than if they 
dwelled in a church, got the whole Mi^ie by heart an4 
the Commotf Pt^yer J^oifk into the bargain. 

But I wifh it not to bejinferred from hence that { 
iBiean to decry fo neceiTary an inftitution as public 
worfhip, this is the fartheftfrom my thoughts,, which 
are only to prevent a co/nmon but diremiftake of li 
great part of mankind in a piatter of the laft moment. 

It is to be hoped that the Clerical reader will excufe' 
this intruiion into hisprovince, if he cotifider that the 
remark may nand a chance to be tt^ind^d as itdo^s m>^ 
9ome 9ttt of a pu}pi(. 

I. 
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CHAPTER V. 



MEMORABLE EVENTS. 

449- 

THE firft battle 'vdiich^Ac Sa^te^m ftmghl 
after their arrirail in Britain '^as aid 
Stamford, where, fays M . Huntingdon, the 
*Pids ^d Scots fought with fpears and knn 
'<*ei5, but ¥?hefi the Sajtons furimiflyfeH on 
With their aaccs and long fwo^ds they imnne*. 

In Septfcfiiber it wais deftroyed by th© 
Danes, who .at the f^me tfete .mwthered al? 
the monks that remained in Croyland an^ 
Peterborough abbies, and burnt the abbiesi 
themfdves to the ground. . 

Ihgulphusf feys that the younger monks of 
Cfoylaad having dg^ft their rich vcflete int;c^ 
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the abby well, and feeing the blaze of the 
towns in Kefteven, fled in hafte, leaving the 
0I4 monks yrhp ^ere all flaughtered, The 
al)bot and two old monks hid the altar-table, 
that was covered with golden plates, on the 
outfide qf the phuj-^h pn^fhe north-fjde, but 
it never could be found. 

922. 
King Edward the elder gained a viftbry 
over the Danes on Wittering Jjeath. Seve-i 
fal Saxon coins have been round in an enr 
trenchtnent on the fide of Burleigh park^ 
which entrenchment ran down to Southorpe 

rill- 

1128* 

The Saxon Chronicle; and Hugo Candidus 
relate, that as foon as a certain wicked ab^ot 
had gotpoffeflion of the abby of Peterborough 
a great many perfpns both heard and faw a 
multitude of great black deformed hunters, 
that had with them black fawcer-eyed fierce 
dogs, arid that they rode on black horfes and 
black fliags, both in Peterborough park and 
in all the. woods between Peterborough and 
Stamford, that the monks heard the found of 
theliorns in th^ night, and that tliis lafted all 
J^nt, 

1189. 

In midlent fair, fays Knighton, a multit- 
tude of young fellows who had enlifted to go 
IQ tlic Hply L^ndji pjll^g^d the Jews artd 
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killed feveral, while the reft got into the 
cattle arid with difficulty efcaped, (b) 

The lownfmen and thofe who came to the 
fair were fo far from oppofing this outrage 
that fome joined them ; one John who was 
thq riioft buly fellow in it^ went to North- 
ampton and left part of his rponey in his 
landlord's hands there, who in order to keep 
it privately murthered him, and when it was 
(lark threw his body out of the town, where 
it was found in the morning and known, but 
the landlord efcaped by flight- 

The high IherifF Gerard de Camville a 
great baron abetted this riot, for the rioters 
came from hi? houfe tq the fair, and he i:e- 
ceived the thieves who had robbed the rperch- 
ants going to it, he was therefore profecuted, 
but he anfwered that he was earl Warren'^ 
man and would be tried in the earl's court, 
for which the king took from him the caftics. 
and fherifFalty of Lincoln, and he was obliged 
to pay two hundreci marks for reppffeflioM. 

• 

His wife Nichola paid three hundred marks 
for liberty to marry her daughter to whom fh$ 
J)leafed, provided he? w^s npt the king*^ 
enemy. ^ • ^ : ^ : 

. There wa$ a tournament bjetwcen .W^nsford| 
and Staniiford, 
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1197. 

It wsia comn^anded that after mkUent-fair 
at Stamford no one ihould fell any cloth of 
lefs width than two ells within the lifts ^ 

1200. 

Hugh biftiDp of Lincoln died at London^ 
and in bringing his corpfe to Lincoln, fays 
Capgrave, Tour wax candles being c^ried 
by children, neither wind nor r^in were able 
to extinguifh thenn, and when tliey came to 
Stamford a fhoemaker bowing his he^ under 
the bier, fays Matthew of Weftminflier, after 
thanking God for letting him h^ve the konqur 
of ietdng his fhoulder under lb holy a man, 
begged that his ibul might diat liight be with 
the foul of the good biftiop 5 he then went 
home, eonfefled himfeif, made his will, re- 
ceived the fflKTWHwat, 'and dfed prefentiy 
idter. (c) 

1203. 

The town was flned twenty marfcs &r mak^ 
teg a foolilh pi^fen^ment, aiid for removing 
the fviarket, and lor ck^mg m^ikn peopie to 
be on the jwry. 

A fine was sih paid iiis nwjeftjr Jfor.ei^ oy^ 
|ng their antient cuftogsis and libexties, Rvtoe^* 
by it feems that they had been forfeited, 

12 15. 
, In Eafter-week a numerous army and above 
forty noblemen afiemtfledlicipc to^ppoffe king 
John 5 there were ?Q00 knighti^ in -this ajroy 
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and it marched through Edmondftniiy to 
London i 

Among other afts -of oppfcfliori th^ king, 
fays Ktiitoft, had jtift bctorfe been gUBty Ot 
the following afts of injuftice* 

A baronj by namel£uftace de Vefci, hav- 
ing a bealitiftfl .wife who lived in the cotintry^ 
his ma^efty ^dining tirith Euftace at dotiit, and 
obfenrtng Im ring, trfd him that he had gof 
juft fodi a ix>nts and that he fttttold like to 
have ft fet txa6&y Kke his > after procnring 
the ting He fctft it to his wife in her httfb- 
and*s n^me,, con|itring her to come to him 
immediately' if fne wonld fee him alive j 0^ 
fetting forward directly her htrfband happened 
to me^ her on the iroady vrhcn dJfcovering 
the plot he impofed a common whore r)n the 
kingj who. the next morning told Eul^acc 
that he Itad ^lain with his wife, and that fhe 
Was a very pleaiantbedfdllow; but when ?ie 
tdd'his mcajefty the truth 6( the matter he was 
fo exafpcrated that he threatened to irmrdicr 
'him> on whidi he 6ed into the nordi. (d) ' . 

Robert Fitz Walter, another baron, had a 
daxfghter as Itandfome as Etiftace'is wHe, and 
as he codld not prevail over ^hqsrchafthy^ he 
fcnt a perfcm to !Dunm(5w, ^here flic -Ihred, 
'"^th drdtrs to;poifon her, -Which^he did-in a 
poached egg. . 

Howevdr ^by his chaitar at flyiiimeifc the 
June following he difperfed-^his ftorm* 
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Kniton fays that this monarch had a modcfl:, 
tourttenance, and yet was( a molt libidinout^ , 
man, cxceffively lulling after women and de-\ J 
tidin£c their hufbands after he had lain with 

leir wives. 

< ^ f , 
, 1227., 

Richardi earl of Poiftiers and Cornwall^ 

Jiaying quarrelled with hi^ brother Hen, III. 

coU^^ed an army ai?d drew many nobles to 

his aiTiftance at^Staniford, among whom were 

the earls Ojf Cheft^, Qlqucefterj Warren^ 

Hereford, Warwick and Ferrars ; ^hefe fent 

a haughty meffage to the king, and irififted 

on his making his brother amends, and reftor- 

ing Magna Charta: his majeftv meeting 

them at Northampton peaceably nniiked this 

contention^ 

The earls of Warren from midlent Sunday 
\o Eafter had a cuftom of taking the profits of 
^11 ftalls belonging to his own tenants, aiid 
lifed to let them during niidlent fair to for- 
fei^n tradefmen and merchants, but this year 
^Iicliblas Frauhton rcfufed emptying Kis ftall 
lor the earl's bailiff to let^ whereupon they^ 
feeing aflifted by four others, broke it open 
and cleared it> on this a fuit commenced be- 
kwetti Fraunton and the bailiffs, who pleaded 
that they broke open his houfe the day before 
Lady-day, and took filver in pence, gold 
rings, ^old firmacles, filver lpoons> 1 forcer. 
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iKroolfen and linen, with other goods to the 
Amount of 40I. . , 

He pleaded al& that he held the ftall not 
©f the e^i but of the fciijg in capitei^ and thai: 
the eari had no right in fuchy but only in thofe 
held of him. 

The bailiffs dirtied the taking ahy of his 
goods, but pleaded the ufual cuftqmy which 
was that if .the owners of jftalls Ihould liiut 
fliem up and refuf^openingthi^m after they .had 
been required fo tado, it had ever beea law- 
ful for the bailiffs to break them open, for the 
earl to receive their profits during the fair, 
aaKi the yskxy found for them ^ainfb FrauniK>n. 

The^ Jewff growing odious by th^ir avarice 
and ufury, their fynagogues at Stamford and 
Huntingdon were prof^ned^ fays Leland, and 
their furniture and noble libraries fold by out- 
cry J th^ne were then 1 5,060 of them expel- 
led the kingdom: their houfes andbondy^ 
fays HoUingfliedy '^ere confifcated,^ but they' 
had a licence to take with thetn all their mp- 
xidy and moveables. » 

Many of tte richeft having hired aifep orf 
which they put on board their treafure^whenf 
It had got to the mouth of the Thames the^ 
rtiafler of her caft anchor till the ebb left her 
on dry land, then Walking with the Jews on 
flioi^ for recreation he ftayed till he was pri^- 
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Vatcly informed that the dde was coming, he 
%hen haftened to the (hip into wh^ch he was 
drawn by a rope; 

The Jews hot kAbwiftg this till feme time 
after, they cried to him for help, but he told 
them they Jhould dry tiftto Mofes Who Ha4 
conyeyed their anceftors through the Red fea^ 
for he Was fore it they did fo he was able 
^enough tt>^ help them ; they cried indeed, but 
as Nfofes did noi think proper to aMft them 
they were all drowAed, for which many of 
the marifters were hanged* A Tournaipeht 
Was held Ais year at Stamford-. 

Novv 28 A Ek^or queen df KdWard Ift^ 
attending her hufband in his journey to Scot- 
land died at Herdby near Lincoln j her cprfe 
^wras conveyed to W^minfter , and wherever* 
k refted ^olfes were erefti^d with her ftatufe 
on thcm> and alfo her own and his m^efty'i 
tHTOs ; thefewere at Merdby^ Lincoln, Gifant- 
Jutrhj Starqford, Geddington, NorAampton^ 
$tohy Stratford, Dunftable, Woburn> St^ 
Alban's, Waltham, Gheaplide and Charing* 
Crofs.* 

SoH^e remains of Stamford crols^ called 
4Qu€ert^s crofs, were left in 1 646, but in the 

• TKrfe creffc« were thus fe^ ^^ to the endj xbe.t^ 
According to the devotion of ih.oie tim^^y all fuch .^ 
paffed by might be moved to pray for her fbuL 
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tivil war }t was q\iite dcipolilhedj it ftood 
about 240 yar4s north of the gate called 
Scqgatp^ (f) 

TJie talp of hef flicking her hufban4*s pp j-«» 
foned wotjnd ih the holy land is lopked tipoii 
as fabulpus^ 

Btltcher fays thaf 4i€i founded a nunnery 
at Stamford, which ipight be tK^t Hienponed 
in Speed's map* Seepage 62* 

1326* 

Knitpft 6ys that tlabel ijuecn to' fedward 
tl. ai&mhlrd here many prelates j earls, bar- 
ons m4 HQbie^, who infofm^ her that they 
c^puld not permit h^r to go to the kijig. 

Edward HL W^ at St^nnfofd arid Oiindle; 
the abbot of Peterborough Ipent in prel^nts 
to hiin 34I. 7s. 4^* 

A Pgrli^n^erit Was field hefe t Edward IIL 
being here he oti Jung g5jth confirnied Albi- 
ni's grarits to Newfted hP^ital dX the bridgei 
of Wafle, i* e* Guafh* 

On July 1 2th he Was here alfo^ 5vhen hd 
figned an agreerti^nt with the e^rl of Hainault 
Wnich was dotted 9>t Stamford- 

On the ftme mojith he wrote frcwp Hpnt- 
ingdpn tp die aldjenn^ and WilifTs of Stam-^ 
ford, that thpygh he oaiDP to Stamfprd 
througfi Pilfgjjte m^^QWs (perhaps from 

L 
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Peterborough) yet that meadow fhould no€ 
on that account be niade a highway j for 
when the king ufed to ride through any place 
it was cuftoma^ for every body to claim the 
fame liberty afterwards^ and, to call fuch road 
the king's highway, therefore the Pilfgate; 
people followed him to Huntingdon, and 
reprefented th^ mifchief that would foHow, 
which odcafiohei the aSove letter. 

, < - 

1377. 

Richard IL held a gfeat coiincil of war 

hcire about an expedition into France^* when 

Stamford and Leicefter were, at their own 

€xpence> to fit out a barge Called a ballihger. 

i^ichard 11. held two. councils here, one 
to punifh the Londoners and to debate aboiit 
a war with France, for the Londoners had not 
only refufed to lend him loool. but almoft 
killed his mefferiger a Lombard, he therefore 
ligned an order dated at Stamford May 25tK, 
this year, fo the juftices at Weftminfterj to 
arreft the mayor, IherifFs, with fotne of thfe 
wealthy eitizehS, on which John Hinde the 
mayor Wag ftht to Wihdfor Caftle, one of the 
fheriffs to Waltihgford, and the other to Odi- 
ham caftles ; the citizens were committed t€> 
6thef prifdns, arid it was determined that the 
Londoners fhould have no mayor, but one of 
his majefty's knights to rule them, their priv^ 
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ileges and liberties ta be rcyokcd, and their 
laws abrogated. > . 

^t^.The other council wa^ to fopprcfe the 
Wicklivitesi, ...,,..; 

Thele councils were -helg at the White 
• JFriary where the king lodged. 

^ .. . 1462* . ^ 

Edward IV. came herej being the year 
after he .{le had jncorpqrat^d .^e town, by let- 
ters patent^ and was entertained by the alder- 
man John Brown. , . , 
^.. Sir Rp|>eiJ Wells^ Dimoek and D'Ls, 
Baiid, raifed^ an army againft Edward. I Vi 
who was then at Fotheringhay caftle,. frpm 
wKence he came with aij army to Stimford, 
wiiere he dined, and a cbnfiderable body 
of horfe and foot were added by the townt- 
m8ni wh<5 joined battle with the enemy be- 
tween RiHall and Tin^elL roiited them arid 
took the above commanders^ who wete im- 

. mediately breaded under the ftandard jroyal. 

, This battle, is called in hiftory Loofe-coat 

Fight, becaule the enerny, in order to efcape 

the fafter, loofened their coats to throw them 

kway: (o) 

His majefty theh brdered tkit the town 
ftiQuld bear the royal arms on a furcoat^ i. e* 
Mars, three Lions paflant gardant, Sol, im- 

. paled with the former arms of the earls War-* 
rens, viz, Chcckey, Saphire and Topazi 
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So that die town-giuiied in the field of bat- 
tle the Honour of bearing the Arms of Eng- 
land, t^hicih no other cbiporation can boaft of« 

Foprth Edward granted then his Charter kind^ 

And hi» paternal arms to us affign'dy 

No cityi borough, town» nor corporation 

Within the circuit of this Britifli nation 

Such noble arms do beiar upon their (hield 

As tj}t>fe wtucb!St3iQfbrd gained in Loofe-coat fie](h 

The army of Margaret queen o{ Henry 
VI. commanded by Andrew Trollop, fays 
Stpw> deftroyed Stamford, Grantham, Peter- 
borough, ind ail the towns quite to St. Alb- 
an's, and that too, Iparing neither churches 
nor religious houfes, but took away every 
thing Worth carriage, as though they had been 
Turks not Chriftians* 

Thofe towns near Croyland carried their 
rnoft valuable thifigg there, ^ that town 
efcaped their fiiry* 

All the Vagabonds in the country, herdino; 
in a great body afterwards, did as ilnuch mis- 
chief as the foldiers. 

Leland fays that thefe foldiers burnt much 
of Stamford vdth it's records and privileges. 

Camden relates that they broke into the 
town and deftroyed every thing with fire and 
fword, and that it never jre(»vered it*s foniier 
dignity/ 
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Peck lays that it dien toft all it's o|d records 
and charters J * and that they d€0:royed Ben-r 

* This is one proof, aihbng;!! the m^ny that might 
be produced^ of jche infu^iciency of fiiigle in^Jiiiieut$ 
for preferving and conveying to poflerity clear and. 
diilind accounts of.ch^ered privileges, ^c. many un-* 
thoBght of, and therefore uhforefeen accidents fre- 
quently concurring to fink fuch inflrupents in obl)vi-y 
on ; btit when a number of copies iiitelligibte tJatv^ty 
one are prilled and dii)>erfed it is aesct to itnpodibkr 
that any accident or a umber of accideats can deprive 
us, of the knowledge lit leail, of the privileges our 
forefathers enjoyed. 

All or moil of the charters of the corporation of 
LoodoA hate been tranflated and priited, as cnjiy be 
feen in Maitland*s Hjjiory^ from which is d£rived« ia 
fomemeafure, it's refpefUble appearance. 

It is to.be lamented that other corporations did not 
fiBiliow their esrample, as they wo old n6 dou:bt have 
experienced the ftme .good «^edls« bot tfaToiigB that 
negliedl are deprived even of the very mention of fome 
of the pivileges firik granted.-^ Were this method even 
now adopted I huinbly conceive tljat future ages 
would think thcmlelvet under obUgatioas, and the 
pneient m^xk benegied. 

It is imagined by many that xhe not ijiaking charters 
&c. pubiic, ferves to increafe the power of the magif- 
trate; this, I prefume, is a ipiftaken notion, but fo 
\otig as the people are ignoravit of ch<s extent lif l^heir 
rti^er^ powers jfo long will chey tisfytSi him of en? 
OKMciiing H^s thi^ii- liberties, or of ilretciiing his 
prerogative, and when they a^e convinced of the 
right he h^ to punifh, they will be the |nore carefui 
ef offending ; tiieMfore the «iakiftig of <chalterS .pub- 
Ik wujukd tie' 4>lac}|9g joiagtftkateB in a. snore Tcfped^able 
)4ght, Atkd ia proportion So the r&Qaed the people have 
f^T their rulers do they segulate their qonduS : with 
what pleafitre then do the magiftrates govern ^^ ho»f 
rtcarfuUy do the people obey } * 
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jiewerk, Cornftall, St. Thomas's, St. Ste- 
phen's and Trinity churches, with All Saints! 
church in St. Martin's, and that the to^n 

Erobably fufFered iriorg fpr belqnging to thq 
oufe of York. ' ' , ' 

Henry VIII. came through hgre in his 
progrefs to Lincidlnfliire, and was entertained 
by the Alderman Heo'ry J-^acy, and as other 
towns prefetited him with money on his re- 
^rn, we alfb gave hini 26lV '^ ' 

Henry VIII. pafljed through ^g^in in his 
jourhey to York. * ' 

The Town Hall over the b|ri4ge built by 
the Alderman John Hisiughton, 

• '■■ 1565- 

Queen Elii^abetih paffed through |n her 
progrefs to llincoitiihire, ana dined at the 
White Friary, when as {oot\ as fhe left the 
houfe it fell to the ground. ^ ' * • 

»594 

A ge^demen of Suffolk named Rookwood 
bejiig at the BtiU Inn, his footboy, while his 
mailer's fupper was preparing^ dried himfelf 
at the kitcflen fire. ' • • . ^ 

Mr. Molineaux a Nottingham&ire, and 
Mr. Tervil a Lincolnlhire gentleman, fat 
drinking near the fame fire, and beat the boy 
p^q^x^fc; he did not ftand uncovered, he cojix^r 
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plaining to his fellow fcrvants, they came to 
revenge him with drawn fwords, and at length 
both matters and fervants became Inyolved 
in the fray, the Aldorrian being fent for could 
not appeafe them, but lord Willoughby oP 
Grimfthorpe, who redded at Stamford, rode 
into the midft of them and pacified them be- 
fore any lives were loft, and at length totally 
reconciled them* 

King James on his firft leaving Scotland 
paired through March 24, when the alder- 
man and his brethren attended him on horfe- 
back riding on their foot cloths, and the 
common council in their gowns, (h) 

Oftober \ oth 4 plague feegaxi ^n^ remained 
a year, ^yhen iq All Saints' parifh there die4 
of it 19 and 7 fled, 16 in St. Jqhn's 10 fled, 
27 in St. Michael's 1 1 fled^ 1 2 in St. Mary's 
1 5 fled ; Butcher fays that 7 1 3 died, takjng 
in St. Martin s, I imagine. 

Charles Ift iii ^lis joiirney tq Scotland^ 
where he went to receive the crow;n of that 
kingdom, paflTed through in ftate^ the alderr 
man on horfeback bearing the mace before 
him, and the firft company on horfebacki 
flUpIn their robes upon their foot ^loths. 



152 HISrORr if 5T4MFVRD. 

Charles Id tod hi^ Qjleeh^ after ftaying 
two nights at die earl of Wcftmordand's at 
Apethort>e, pafied through, the alderman 
bearing the mace befbre them, 

1641. 

In April a great rain and high wefterly 
wind nirae the WelJand flow halt way up to 
St. Mary*s church, it filled the tewci" rooms- 
of the Bead--houfe* in St, Martin's with thofe 
of the George Inn, land drowned fome of the 
horfes in the ftabfes, the walls and roof of one 
of which were thrown down^ and a hode 
might have fwanl all over the yard, dl the 
lower rooms of the Water ftreet were filled, 
cattle, timber ^c, wfere carried away yet no 
human being loft their lives* 

About the end of July another plague be^ 
gan, and continued till the following March 
with gteat mortality, it was imagihcd that 
between 5 and 600 periftied, for oh account 
of the civil war the regifters were not pun£hi-« 
^ly kept, 

1658, 

Samuel Wallis a Ihoemaker was cured of 

a deep confumption by a remedy told him on 

a Wnitfbnday, by z fuper'natiiral agent (a^ 

was fuppofed,) ih the form of a venerable 

« The wate!r roft ti^ ftet four incites fitom the ffoOfr 
of the lo^er rooms of this hofpHal as lip{>eftr« by a 4&€« 

morandun) placed againft a walU 
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old man. The remedy ^♦as only tea made of 
one bloodwort and c\9i> red fage feanrcs lor 
twelve moroings, jFbtftet* hy% k ha^cned 
in 1645, 

Another jail by the bridge, the feijeant^s 

houfe and rfixiimngroom a^oining the town' 
hall were built, 

1696, 

King William paffed through, 

1597, 

Mr. Yamold of St, Alban's obtained a 
grant from the corporation, to convey water 
by Engines from the river to a cittern at the 
market-crofsj in order to fupply the town 
with water, the reverfion of which he fold to 
Mr. Feaft, who perceiving that thfe work 
would prove very expenfive, contrived the 
prefent conveyance from the fpring at Wo-* 
thorpe, and at proper places fixed fire-cock^ 
to prevent the breaking of the ground and 
cutting the main pipes on any ruch melan-. 
choly occaiion as fire, 

1722, 

Doctors Coleby, Wilfon, Denham, vfith 
Mr. John Hepburn a furgeon, erefted a cold 
bath for the ule of the public at an eafy ex* 
pence. 
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A fipc broke out in Scogate, which in two 

hours dettroyed in buildings^ jporn, hay and 

.ioiplements in hufbandry, to the amount of 

lOQol. andh^d not the wincj Mown from the 

|X)wn it WQv4d haye l?ee|i in thp utipoft d^ger^ 



for ^ Continaation of ^ vents fee the Mrefint State. 
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(^) It may it firft fi^Ht a{>pear odd to fomey tha| 
liliflforians ikpold jnentioh a'baftle bepg fought at 
' Stamford m the year Ad.99 and yet that 10 page 6 thq 
town itfelf (bould be (aid to be bailt only' in the year 
50O9 but when a battle is fought at a place on which 
a town is afterwards bull t» it'is ver/ndural for a {\it* 
ure Hiftorian to fay that it was fought at fucb a tOV^iS, 
^nd Mr. Forfttr viewed it' in this light. 
I ' (b) The Jews firfl! arrived in Bngldndin mUiam the 
Conqueror^ s time about the year io68. 
' Id 1189* they wpre alfo robbed and perfecated at 
Xornmcbf Lineoln% B^dviondfiury and TC^rl^* in the laflt 
place 500 dedroyed themfelves* 

King John imprifoned aud formented them for their 
money, of which he got 66>ooo marks of iilver; one 
bting oblHnatlK and fefnfing to'ranfom himfelf, he or* 
dered that he (hould'have one of his great teeth drawn 
every day, b|it on the ftventh day" ^^ fays he gave 
; 0,000 marks of filven 

Htnry IIL madei them pay ao,OQO mark) in one year 
to prevent imprifonment» and from ari^h one at York 
he took at once 24,000 marks ; but before this he ha4 
lit different dmes taken fn^ him 3PiQP9 nwks 9f Al^. 
yrrandaooofgoldt 
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fi/wtfr^L plucked down all their fy nagogues and 
afterwards made them redeem themfelves from prifon 
for i2,oool. of filver^ notwithftanding thishefoon af- 
ter bsnifted tltenij aiid though he ioid their houiet 
yet the commons gave him a fifteenth of all their 
goods to compenfate him for their lofs, which in fevea 
years amounted to 420,0001. at which time the ounce 
of filver Was but mtehtf peno^^ whereas ndw it is jnore 
than treble as much. 

In 1274 thofeofthem who lent money on intereft 
were ordered to wear a plate on their bread ^gnifying it. 

From 1291 to 1655 they were kept ^^ baniihhient, 
but in this year Oliver Crom^well reilored them by a 
treaty with Manaftb Ben I/raeU 

1216. 

When Lmifif the French king^s Ton was warring in 

Snghnd 2^inft kin^ John^ he ient melTengers to his 

father iii FrAna^ thefe be a&ed in what part of Eng* 

land bis ibo wias, they replied that he was a( "Stam^ 

ford. 

A Parliameiit was held here. 

In a Parliament be^d here JfrU 24, it w'ls oia^ted 
Aat 100 marks per inontb fttHiid be aftgsied the tdepo* 
fed king Edward 11. 

1331:. 

Ab A^ of ParUaiMfit pa^d hei« ia favour 0/ for* 
oigtt merdumts VAdii^g to EngJmnd. 

iit) This iA^ hiUnp 4if i^ctfk was « Frenobman 
he built Lincoln miniler and died Nvv^ ij. King 
Jolbn Mti. the Rinfr 4^SmJMd hMffiam^ totie a< ^n* 
fthi when liis cotpfc tm^mii^ the^ wicn vSnt haridhs took 
ittm t^ievr (htmlAers vnd eairtod it to iktt miiillGr. 

W'keti be vili^ GaJ^pff nnsMierf seal' Oi^dp 
Fair. Re/amend concubine of Hemy il. ba^fmied to be 
buried there juft beibre, and her hearfe ftood in the 



^ 
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churcb €KMteA witk fiik widi tapeM baroingrottiNi it» 
buc he ordered her body to be dug up and buried ia 
th^ chyrplhy^f<^i f^ll^^g eveu that w^ too good a 
place lor a' harlot. 

(p) It is furprizii^g that thU monarch ihouI4 tfcink 
of niiirtliering Eullacey piily ton Ie(tinjg[ him He with a 
whore* as he ran no hazard qf bejng lofefted by hV> 
fince the venereal difeafe ws^s not imppnediroai^Qst^^* 
tea till above two hundred years after his death* 
(p)\^ ciap of mazer Is a cup niade of pfiaple wood* 
(p} ^yb^f{ that redoubted antiquary 2>r* Stuk^Uff 
was vicar, of JJl Saiuti* he took a laboureir with biivi 
in erde> to fifid> by digging, the foundation QlS^j^inCi 
Qro/si a^d bgiijg pofleiftqof an ihyincible patience 
at leo^tji 4ccpppli{bed his end with joy fiafpealcable* 
It QQod o^ the weHern fide» irejcv near to the prefent 
turnpike XQadj and between it and th^ Erming-firuu 

(q) iiOofprcqat ijght wa5 fought iiear St^m/hrJ qa 
March' I ^il^, 'Sir koiertWeBs hftd not pdti^»<;c to w^t 
till IFarwtf id join£i him ; thpx^beU Iq& iq>oqo men. 
(h) It is faidthat when James lA paffed through 
Grantham when he firft left Scotland^ a man to enter- 
tain him flew from the top of that fteepde and after-* 
wards waiting op bis ms^olky in order to ba fewurded^ 
he aiked him if any 6ther of his fubje£b could per- 
form the like, and on being anfwered in the negative^, 
then fays he I will grant you a patent that no one (hall 
evpr prefume to learn your bufmefs, and this was all 
that the; fellow got for hazarding his neck. 

1642. 
Charles I- was here in his way to Tork andiltueda 
proclamation againd the papifts. 

That fcfeowned parlimcntary general OUver €r^m* 
ttmll' maielied to Stemford after taking O^kaid and 
plundering Peterborough minfter, near which as liia 
nor^ was iEAOunting a Itep he felU and inrtfin^ iRruck 
€romwfOU head againft the lintri of a 4oor with feeh 
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.violence that he was carried to hit houfe almoft dead^^ 

1644. ^ . ^ , 

Potter %s tliat on ^ttly 1 9th Cromwell fiorined Bur- 
leigh Houfe. . • . 

The deteflatioii of this extraordinary inan fiems to 
he wearing away^ and it is generally thought that bis 
greateil crime was not in bppofing his fovereign, n^r 
even in deducing him to the blocks but in reigning, at 
leafty as arbitrarily a& that fovereigh did wheh it was in 
his power to have blefl the kingdbm with a free and 
' liable governtoenty aQd cOnfequently to have hinciered 
' ihkx inifrule undef which it groaned Before the revolu- 
tion, fbr after his death the nation^ drdiik with joy 
and 'abufed by General Mo^i, fet thefon of CbdrUs on 
the throne without ariy coiiditibns^ fo that the old 
'gamefc^n began to be played over again, ^ and had 
not Jams II. luckily took French leave Another ci\/it 
'War might have again drenched us with blood, all 
which Cromnvelt would havfc prevented liad he befen 
as hoheft a man as he was ah iible one. 

Gn June 7th there was infutrcdion of the rbyali^s 
r at Simmford under the Kev, Pr. Hudfen^ 

1653. ^ ^. . ^ ., J . 
Between this year and 1672 was the interval In 
which line Stam/ork Half-pence were coined, for dur- 
ing this period hot only towns, but private peffonF^ 
made their own half-pence and farthings^ which we're 
eajled tokens, as copper money was extremely wanted 
in exchange, but after the above date Goverhment 
took the coinage into it's own hands. 
The tradefmen kept fprting-boxes with feveral divl- 
s Aons, and when a quantity of an^ man's .or corpora- 
tion's tokens were collected, they then took them to 
be exchanged for fijver. . 
, The Stamford Halfpenny wa? of copper about the 
»2e of a fix-pence and yeiy thin ; on one fide were |he 
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town'-arpia with this iafcription around theii]» 

A STAMFORD HALFPENY TO BE, 
Oh At revdrfe vi^a& a wool-pack with thefe #6rds 

round it, 

CHANGE13 BY Y OVERSEERS. 
I &ave alfo in my pofTeflion a tradefman'^s token vtif 
much worn« this is lefs than the corporatibn halfpen* 
iiy> and inade of brafs; on one fide may be diflinguiih- 
^d a coat of arms and the word THOMAS, on the 
teverfe are the words fN STANFORD 16591, round 

T i/lin the centre* 

Though it !s tiot much to our credit yet it ought not 
to be ccTntealed that Siamforii was formerly a Jacobite 
town, and when the nation was in a ferment on the 
delnlfe ofQ^Jna, as the Prefiyteriatis were whigs and 
known friends to the Hano'ver fucceffion, the frantic 
snob deftroyed their chapel/ which flood in a yard oiL 
the fouth fide in FaulU fireet againfl the cofiduit^ and 
havidg gutted it carried the comibuflibles through the 
back door of the yard iiito Tenter xxieadow ana there 
burned thehl. 

They atteihplted i:t on a market day/ but could not 
fttchieve their piirpofe/ for the mayor, Mr. Brookes^ 
very laudably exferting himfelf/ imprrfoned the ring- 
leaders, but on the next market day a numerous rab- 
ble from the adjacehl: vilfages thronged to the towi^ 
sTnd threatened to pull' down his houle unlefs he fet at 
hberty the^^;jr//f;9ir«», as they Were pleafed toftyle them/ 
he Vas then firuck with a panic and releafed them/ 
when late that nrght ^ey burned the pdpit^ feats &c. 

Among the the crowd that fiirroUnd^d this melan-s*"^ 
choly fp?£tacle was a Aery Jacobite, named Ro^er 
DoBbeSf this wretch fpreading his hands before thd^ 
flame, faid Qintknien this is a blefied blaze, then Vsi 
hie f ipc with a (pfinter or the Wrtck/ 



xGoklSrOKr 4 StAMPOkD. 

The fptwB of diefe genthnun lately perfecuted the 
Metbod{$s «l|nQft ttSTiroletilyf for in pafRng their' cha- 
p^ QQ ^ Sunflaiy nijiJit 4ii4 ob(efving the fiuioiu ze|l 
withoot doors, one wpuld have imaged that they 
were certainly worfhiping the devil within* 
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'UGDAL^ ifays*that ih ussfocharc! 
lord Humeri conftable of Normsindyi ol?- 
tained of He'niy 11; the Jofcdfiiip ojf Stamford^ 
the borough caftlej and all appiirtejtian- 
ces> exGeptirig what belohgcd td the abbpt gf 
Peterborough and Wrri. ^anvaleij and tli^t 
he had the gift alfo pf Ketton^ and Dtidding- 
ion iord&ips, faiit Wakeriy then belonged td 
LaiigValci Whole fon Was a great benefa<5tor 
to the uUns of St. Michael in Stamford. 

Richard Hiimet "Was iheriff of Rutland 
from 1 1 64 to tiiOy his Ibn Wm. Humet 
iord of Stamfordj aboUt i 203> gave thfe faid 
nuns fome of his land in firedcroft By a deed 
in the fofifeffion of the earl pf £xeter> hi$ feal 

M 
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rq^rcfents him armed cap-a-pee on horfeback 
in full career, a drawn fword in his right hand 
tatd a fhield on his left arm; 

King John made him juftice of England^ 
but on fome p^tiicious advice he gav(e hinni in 
Normandy he fled, and when he returned to 
England his majefty feized his lands with the 
town and caftle, and about 1 206 gave them 
to Wm. earl "^^rren, whofe ^nceftors were 
earls of Warena a town in Nomnandy, who 
for no lofs of their lands could be brought to 
adhere tb the kings of France* (a) 

This earl was the fifth of the name of Wil- 
liam, and befides the manor of Stamford he 
gave him thfe manor of Grantham, arid the caflrfe 
and honour of Eye in Suffolk, to nlake him 
amends for the lois of his lands -^hm Nor- 
' mandy was conquered by the French, but he 
was not to tax the inhabitants of Stanriford 
without the king's precep^ti 

In 1 2 ! 5 he perlliaded this monarch tb fign 
Magna Charta at Runnimede, yet in his wars 
with the French king's fon he deferred him, 
whereupon John ordered hirh to deliver up 
his caftle at Pevenfey. In 1220 he was fhe- 
riff of Surry, in 1232 he paid Henry III. 
three hundred marks for leave to marry his 
daughter to Hugh de Albini carl of Arundel 
a. minor. 
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He had then fixty two knights fees in tj\e 
rape of Lewes, and thirty and a half in tk6 
rape of PeVenfey . 

Ih 1238, in cohfideratioh of a gofhawk 
given to Simon dc Pierpofit, hie procuredl 
leave for himfelf and heirs to hunt thd buck> 
doe, hdrt, hind j fox, ^^t, cat; or aily her 
bcafts in the faid Pierporit's lands in Suflex^ 
he gave the huns of St, Michael forty ihillings 
per ann. out of his mill at Wakfcfield and died 
May26i 1^40. / , 

Tradition fays that this nobleman, as h6 
was ftaljding on his c^ftle walls in Stamford 
and looking on the n^adow^ faw two bulls 
fighting fqr a cow, (b) a butthef to whom 
on^ bf the bulls belonged^ happening to come 
• into the meadow juft ^t that inftant with ; a 
large maftifFj fet the dog on his own bull, 
who drove him into the town, which he no 
Iboner entered than all the dogs both great 
arid fmall foUo^^ed him ; the bull; now ren- 
dered furious by the noife of the people and 
the fiercehefe of the dc^gSi ran over every, one 
that chanced to be in his way ; this brought 
other biitcher3 and more people together, 
who made fuch a clamour that it reached the 
earj in his caftlcj ^ho mounted his fteed and 
i*ode .to fee the occafion of itj when he was io 
much delighted with the tumult the bull 
^ made , that he gave the meadow in which he 
, few him fighting as a common to the towrt 
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fiHitthm,: t6 fefed tteir catUe after the firft 
^^ is e^aiy cm ctohcfition that annually on 
that very day they fhould find a mad l?\iH ta 
'igonttft^e the fporr, Which day Was- juflt fix 
Wttfe tdfeVe Chfiftrfiks day,- and thtmeadQW 
Is ftill called caftle meadow. 

Either Mr.' Peck tioit Mr. Forfter men- 
Yioifi a fyftabfe abotrt this diverfion. Mr. 
ButdHef fays it is a bekftly aiid mifchievous* 
aiveVfloh f Howgi'ave calls it cfnid «fid bar-* 
|)arpu^ and is aftonilhed that it conrinues, 
Jind almbfl: erttifely copies the defcription- 
frofh l^r. Butcher ^ho fays that the night 
'fcefone the great andimpOftant day, ttre feulch- 
'ers at their chiarge haVihg pf ocared the wild- 
^ft btfltthey ca-n ge^i-piatlii^ iitto a liable or 
barn belbrigirig id the chief magiftrate, ^ and 
tlie next morning prociiamatibn is ma^ by 
the bell-man thfoughout the tX)Wn, that no 
"peifon on pain of imprilbhmeftt offer any vio- 
lence to ftrangers ; btJt as the toWn* is a great 
thoroughfare^ and it htifig thto tei*m time/ 
a guard is appointed to kt paffengcrs ^afs 
througftf it without ht5!*t of mol^ftation,* thaf- 
i\o ohe is to have* any iron oh' thdr clubs of 
ftayes wheri they ptirftie the'btillj when thtf 
proclamation is Over and the fhopsand jgates^ 
'^11 fhut, the bdl is ttarned otft of tke chief 
niagiftrate^s hbufe,. and 'tfteh m^hy 1*ie*hclny 
and chlldreh of aril forts '««i fizes, 'vA^ all 
Itee d;%s in the WWfa/rtin pWihifcuOWfty »f«er 



bin), fpattering dirt with their clut^? on ^sfh 
qthers faces, tl^s^t pne would thipk fh^fP fi? 
many furies ft^tecj pyt qf heli/ So far 
Mr. Butcher, 

After the death of the above Wiliiam earl 
Warren, Henry IH. (c) kept the town &c, of 
Stamford froni John nis focceffor fourteen 
yearS| giving them to his own fon Edward I. 
who gave them to John, who in J247 marrir 
cd 4Jice half-fifter to Henry IH, and wa$ 
one of the chirf captains in his army at the 
battle of Lewes, when the king and his fori 
Edward were tdcen prifohers by the barons, 
who got a grant of alt his lands excepting the 
caftles of Rigate and L^es, but after his 
majefty had got the yiftory at Eveihs^m he 
regained thetti, and the abbot of Peteifcb^ 
rough was forced to give him i ool^ to get . 
out of his hands his manors of jGalk)r, Tin-? 
well, and Thurlby, 

There ^^s a deed of h|s for woteftlng the 
nuns oi^ St, Michael's, in poueffion of tli^ 
)Earl of E^xoter, ;with his feal, on one fide are 
his .arms, GJ^ieque, Ot.^ Aziire j on the othq- 
himfelf on hprfeback, ^the horfe inftead qf 
mail is covered all ovqr with Cheque, his 
ihield, 43Qntr^ to cui^Qm, on his dght arm> 
Tiyith.his anns \|poa it, his body without ar^ 
^pnour \n a Jong. robe reaching to his feet an^ 
f^l^ened by- a girdle to hisV4ift, 
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In 1270 haying a trial in Weflminftcr 
hall with Mzn lord Zbiich, after reproachftil 
words they came to blows,' when he and his 
followers, beii>g privately armed, afiaulted 
the above lord in open court, wounded him 
ind killed his father, he then took boat and 
fled to his caftie at Rigate in Surry, and refuf- 
cd to fobmit to the king in order for trial, 
whereupon prince Edward taking fome forces 
with him went to his caftle, when beingper- 
lliaded by the earl of Gloucefter and lord 
Henry fon to the king of the Romans, hq 
>eent out to meet him on foot imploring mer-, 
cy, and yielding himTelf prifoner, and, lays 
Tyrrel, he was, fined 5000I. to the king and 
^oool. to lord Zoiich, and that he and fifty 
of his followers who were guilty, fhovild walk 
from the Temple to Weftminfter hall, and to 
inake oath that they had not fo afted from- 
jpnalice but from fudden paflion. 

This lord Zouch, who was not a young 
man, died ^Ifo foon after of a feyer into which 
his wounds had thrown him. 

At the coronation of Edward I. he witli 
•feveral rnore ea^-ls and the kinff of Spotlandj^ 
let loofe five, hundred hbrfes for thofe to keep 
who could catch them; and when this' prince 
returned from Gafcoigny he entertained hirn 
fo nobly at his caftle in Rigate, that he for^ 
gave him a thoufand marks out of the above 
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In 1275 he gare the burgefles of Stamford 
leave to chufe their chief magiftrate, but that 
he fliould be fworn either before him or his 
fteward, as appears from the fecond article of 
a manufcript'abftraft of feveral charters gf 
Stamford, d^ted June nth 1677. The place 
wherein he was fworn was that wherein the 
court leet is kept, (d) 

In 1277 Edward by the ftatute of ^p 
Warranto commanded tholfe who held lands 
and tenements of him to fhew by what fight 
they held them, that they might return to 
him by efbheat, ^nd then to be Redeemed ; 
this was an arbimry meafure and procured the 
king much ill will, but, fays Holingfhed, 
" When this earl was called upon who was 
greatly beloved by the people^, and perceiving 
that none (poke againft fuch proceedings, on 
being afke-d by what right he held his lands, 
he fuddenly drew an old rufty fword, and told 
the juftices that he held them by that inftru- 
ment and intended to defend them by the 
fame, for, fays he, William the Conqueror 
did not conq\^er England alone, but our an- 
ceftors helped him to conquer their lands with 
the fword, and with the fame will I defend 
them > againft all who would take them from 
me, and thus this meafure was put a ftop 
to by the courage o>f ope ftout man. " 

On December 15th 1286 fays Stowe he 
iQft his fon William in a tournament at Croy^. 
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don, who was by the challenger intercepted 
and cruelly flain, leaving his lady Joan big 
with child, who was delivered of John his fbn 
and heir on June the 2pth Fpllowing. 

In 1295 he and the earl of Warwick beat 
the Scots, purfued them eight niiles, flew ten 
ifnoufand and retook Dunbar caftle. 

In 1296 he was made governor of Scotland 
and on September nth fought them near 
Sterling, but was defeated with the tofs of fiij 
thoufand men, for lord Creffingham impru- 
dently pafling over the bridge, when the Scot? 
found i^ many liad come oyer as they could 
conquer* ?hey clofed it up, fo that they ihould 
neidier return, nor any more come to their 
affiftance. 

Sir Marmaduke Thwan^g who had firft 
pafled it haying driven a wing of the enemy 
and chafed them a long way, perceiving the 
diftrefs of the Englifh, returned with a few in 
order to repafs it, and aftually cut his way 
through and faved his cpmpaiiy, but one of 
his nephews was wounded having his hoi'fc 
killed under him. 

Lord Crefllngham being flain, the Scots 
bore him fuch ,niafice that thqy Aayed him^^ 
earl Warren leavingSir Marmaduke in Sterl-' 
ing caftle y^^ith promife of afliftance if he want-, 
cd it, rodefo faft to "Berwick, that when his 
fteed was put into the ftablc he iiever ta8:e4] 
meat more. 
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The earl died September 27th 1303 ^fter. 
he had been earl of Surry fiftjr-four years, and 
was buried in Lewes al;>by; hi^ foul was 
prayed for all pvtr the kingdom hy the king'$ 
orders : one of his daughters was married to 
Baliot king of Scodand, 

John his grandfon fuccceded him as ^arl of 
Surry and lord of Stamford, and before he 
was of age Edward I. (e) offered hio^ his niece 
Joan to wife and he mairicd her. 

In i3i5thebiifhop of Ghicheft^r ejcGom- 
munioited him for adultery, wher^ujpon Jie 
went to him with fome armed men, tour of 
whom threatened the bifhop, but thebifliop's 
men fell on them and took batli thei^ -and 
the earl and put them in prifon. 

He was divorced tJais year on pretence of 4 
former contraft with Maud de Nereford ^ 
Norfolk: lady, though it was An mutual dif-^ 
like y he had no children by hiis wife .but 
allowed her 740 nrwks p^r annum, and mada 
the king his heir. 

The year after he obtained a'regrant of 
fome of his pofleffions in favour jof John de 
Waf ren fon of this Maud his concubine, and 
his heirs male, -and in default of fuch heirs to^ 
^he right heirs of himfelf with thercmainde^p- 
to the king and his heirs. 

From the above John the fon of Maud are 
defcended the Warrens of Povnton of Qhe?, 
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In 1 3 17 Alice Lacy, wife of the earl of 
Lancafter, being at Caneford in Kent, was 
forcibly carried oflr by a knight of earl War-, 
ren's family to his caftle at Rigate, but aa 
they were carrying her between Haujtpn and 
Farnham they perceived fome banners at a- 
diftanpe, 'which^ though they belonged tq 
fome people going in proceffion round the 
fields, ' yet thinking they belonged to the e%rl 
of Lancaft^rthey fled and left her alone, but 
returned on perceiving their nciiftdce, and 
.brought with them a little larne and deformed 
man called Richard de St, Martin, who af- 
firmed himfelf to be her hufband, ayerring 
that he had been contrafted to her and had 
carnal knowledge of her, which Ihe alfo open- 
ly confeflfed, fo that flie who was a very ricl^ 
heirefs, and had hitherto borne an urpblem- 
ilhed character, was now looked upon as a 
lewd infamous woman and her hufband dif- 
honoured, which occafioned a divorce. 

In reveijge the earl of I^ancafler demolifhed 
earl Warren's caftles of Sandal and Wake-r- 
field, an^ wafled all his manors on the other 
fide of the Trent. 

' Richard de St. Martin then, in his wife's 
name, claimed the earldoms of Lincpln and 
Surry but could not fucceed. 
' In 1 330 the farmers of his tolls at Stamford 
demanded tolls, for waggons, carts and horfes, 
pafling through Bernack, Wothorpe an4 
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"Wittering, which belonged tq the abbot of 
Peterborough, but they were fined for the 
farne. 

In 1332 he aflifted Balipl king of Scot- 
land at a great expence, fo that he confer- 
red on him the earldom of Stratherne. 
•f* .'•■.,' ' ' 

In 1345 l>e married Jfa-bel de Houland 
though his, former countefs did not die till 
1 3 6 1 , (he outliving the eafl, 

In 1346 he fettled on Maud his concubine 
for her life, the caftles, towns and manors of 
Koninfbury and Sandal, the manors of Wake- 
field, Hatfidd, Seurefby, Brethwell, Fiflilake,. 
Dewbury and Halifax, and after her death to 
John and Thomas his fons by her and their 
heirs mal^s,' with remainder to his right heirs. 

His feal, affixed to this deed, reprefents 
him in a gown fitting in a chair, holding 4 
hawk in his left hand, with this infcription, 
Sigillum Cbmitis Warenie, et Stratherni6 
et Comitis Palatii. On the reverfe he is on 
horfe.back, a fword in his right hand, and a 
fhield with his arms on it on his left, 'with 
this infcription, Sigillum Johannis Warenie 
& Surreye, Domini, de Bromfield & Yale. 

By an indenture the fame year between Ed- 
ward III. and him, it was agreed that if he had 
a child by' his wife Ifabel, that child whether 
,male or female ihould be married to one of 
the blood royal^ but if he had nQ iffue b;^ he^^ 



thm all his caftles, manors, lsn4? ^n4 tpne^ 
ments in Surry, Sufllex pid Wale§ Ihquld de- 
volve to one of his majefty's own fbns, but 

pn conditipn tlm foch fon and hi§ hgirs ihpuld 

bear the n^me, honour and ^rms of W^rren^ 
and that Ifabel flaoyld h^ye fof Jife all the 
above poflefTions, fyvQ the caftle^, which j:he 
king might beftow on any of hi§ fon?, flow- 
ing her a reafonabje equivalent. 

On June 30th 13471 he died aged fixty 
mdoout laAwful iflSoe, and was buried gccordr- 
ing to his will in Pancras church in Lewes, 
under a raifed tomb near the high altar, leav- 
ing hi§ fifter Alice wife to the eafi of AruhT 
rdel his next heir in blood. 

By an inquifition taken after his deceafe he 
was found to 4ie pofiefied af the ibtlowing 
Jands. 

The m^txor lof Tybwn m Mi44!^e^> th§ 
caanors ei Stamford, QrmtimD^ mi Qre^t 
Paunton in Lincolnfliii?e, the Q^iS^ of I^ew^s^ 
the iordftiips ,cf Cokefidd, denft)lP, Bright- 
heln^Qhe, Rottingden, Ho^ft4e£d?n^ North- 
0Sj-^dmild, K^ymer, Middkijon, Ailing- 
ton^ Wortly, Pyoon^, ^Piddk^OW, and 
Sefopd in Si^K, 

The town anic^ftle of RkatCj^ the jip^nor^ 
of Dorkinff, ,Bokel^d ^nd ]?ecbpfV;prth in 
Surry. The maaaorp of Tro:^brid^, Wau- 
ton, Winterbourn, and Ambrefbiny in Wilt- 
|hi?e. The caftte of 4cre #nd |)^*p;xanor of 
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beeftDh, die maJHM's bf G^indh^ and 
Middfewood, i^ah the htmdreds t* MaHioW 
and Brodter Crcfs in Ntirfblk* The manor 
of Medirienham in Bik:kiii|^»iT?ihire^' dte 
inanoir of Caheford ted Siapewick in Dor- 
ferihiVe. 

The manors of Coninibtirgh; Hatfield and 
Wakeftel:d,.m Iforkflih^ the manors of Jieri-f 
ftrig and cWteoh in Sjomerfetftiire. (jf)^ 

In 1337 William de Bohun wm created 
earl of 3^forthalmpton, and foon after had a 
grant of fch^ caftfe trmnor aftd toWn rf Stem- 
ford, wlththt lordfli^ c^Gfantharh in lievcr- 
fion, (fonedri Warttn *to to hotd th^m dor- 
ing his^tefey aifo the mattor and idiftie erf" Fo- 
theringa^jT and the cftfUe andimaliorof Odt- 
ham, with fevtral odier manors. 

His flrncdftof wais calfed fidhun vsrhichin 
the Norman ianguage ^nfficd a beard, 'be- 
eaiifetheilwfe a tehjg beaid when he came' 
over with tthe Compierar, contrary to' the 
N6fmaftcuft6m^ 

This WIlHam was a moft vafiaht foldier/ 
for in 1345 'in a battle with the Ffench n&^r 
^Morhis, fays Hdiftg(hcad, ^^ThtFrcnchige- 
fieral ^Chaorles <ie Slois and Wm. de Bohurf 
fought fo long witii :hands fltokes that dajr^ 
that Dfernrtan but a liar coald^ give moiepraife 
to onethjtti dfebtter. 

Thrae*'tiflf$^ bdbgbotii wearv thc^n^-kh- 
drew x» tate^bKatfar aiid'4ten :&al to it ^gain^ 
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with, fpear and fhield, and fwofrd and target, 
but the French being routed the right <iror- 
thy and jftout Charles de Blois was fprced 
to fly after many flairi on both fides. 

In the famous battle of Crefly Edward 
made three (g) divifions of his army, thefirft 
: was cornmandcd by the prince of Wales, the' 
- fecond by Bohun^ and the third by himfelf: | 

When the princess diyifion was ah-noft dif- 
comfited, Bohuil xame to flicCiour him, yet 
both were fb much .diilrefled^ that they were 
' oblige to fend to the king for affiftance ; his 
majefty ftood aloof oh a windmill hill, and 
' afked the mefTenger whether his fon was either 
• killed oi- felled to the earth, neither, replied I 
. the knight but he is fore matched, tell him 
then fays he,toTend no more to me while he 
is alive, fbf I will have him to have the hon- 
our of this, battle and he accordingly won it, 
altho the Engliih had a loofenefS;Oa them 
which obliged them to fight half naked; 

The next day another great army carfie 
agamft them (not knowing of the. defeat) 
with intehtion of plundering them^ but Bo- 
hun and the earl ot Norfolk, after a long and ; 
terrible fightj cohquered^pd chafed thetti nine ' 
miles, flaying two thbufand* 

Soon after this. while the Ehglifli were re-. 
pairing the bridge of Poiffy, an army of 
French bppofed them, when Bohyn after kil- 
_ ling a thoufand drove them away^ ; 
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He at the fiege of Calais kept the coaft and 
beat off the fmall-boats that eiideaVoured to 
relieve the befieged with provifion, and when 
the French admiral advanced to it's relief he 
put him to flight ; alfo when thie French kin^ 
came by land with the like intent, he with the 
duke 01 Lancafter cdming on his rfear fleW 
many. 

In 1352 he conquered the Scots arid took 
the caftle Logmaban with other fortreffes ; 
he died September 16th 1360 without iflue, 
whcii' 

Edmund Langley fifth fon of EdWard IIL 
became lord of Stamford, yet when he ^vas 
only fix years old his father had granted him 
all earl Warren'is caftles, manors and lands 
beyond Trent with the caftle and manor df 
Fotheringay* (h) 

In 1 362 he was created earl of Cambridge^ 
ttnd the next year 6btained a grant in fee df 
the caftle, manor and town ofStamford, arid 
the manor of Grantham; 

In 1 373 he married Ifabel ohci of the kirig 
of Gaftile's dauQ;hters. 

In 1376 he was made Conftable of Dover 
caftle arid lord warden of the cinqUe ports. 

In 1380 a friar accufed him of treafon to 
Richard 11. when his brother Thomas of 
Woodftock, afterwards duke of Gloucefl:ef, 
rufhed into the king's bedchamber, arid fwore 
he would kill any one who laid treafon to his 
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fcharge* nw did he ejcjcept his majcfty. 
In 13156 Richard II. created him duke rf 

J[ Of jC» ,. i \ 

Ini I goo hiia dddl fon Edward Ttraa ei^cated 
learl of Rutland, and. had a grant c^the caftle^ 
jtown^ and manor ^ofOakhaori with, the flier- 
ifFaly of JtutlamJi and foon after made 
conftable of England. 

In 1 392 his yOungeft ^ Richard earl of 
)Cambrk%e) who was UiC king'js godfon^ kil- 
kd k)W Clifford- 

In the fame year hiis wife Ifabel died a 
^eat j^tenti being veiy Vain amd foiiie- 
What wanton ia her youth ; hie then married 
Joan thfe earl of Kent^is daughter; 

In 1397 being at St^fordi he ordered his 
iS:eward!fl and b^iff's officers, to fee that no-^ 
body injured the nuns of St. Michdei's. 

in.t g^pS \m brother die duke of Gioucefter 
Was fmotbered ^ Calais ,by privaiEe cJrdehs of 
the king tb the ear! of Nottingham ; wiien 
the murtherel-s told biito it Wa^ the king'3 pfca-- 
Iwe that he ihojttfd die, he replied, if fo it is 
welcome, therefore after a prieft had. confefled 
him they itiade him lie on a bed and held an- 
btherowrdbis mplith till he cxpittd> Roger 
Denys aild Cock of the cihamber holding 
Mown the fides, jetnd thtee others at the faiiife 
•jtiiafie kneeling and ^^rayihg for his foul. 
^ He was the kinjg's uncfe and a welLmean- 
iflg man, but of Jtoo hotand fiery.adifpofitacfn 
for his m^efty to brooks 
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In 1^99 hts eldeft Ion was created duke o£ 
Albemarle, (i) Richard IL njade the duke 
of York governor of Ireland, yet he deferted 
him, favoured the duke of Lancafter and pro- 
posed the depofing of Rich^d in parliament*. 

In the firft pariianieftt of Henry IV* (k) 
lord Fkzwater and twenty more terds accuf^ 
ed his eldeft fon Edward of being the caufe 
of his uncle the duke of GloUCefter's deaths 
and threw down their hoods as gages to prove 
it by combat. 

He replied that if the duke of Norfolk 
faid fb he lied and would prov^ it With his 
body> and threw down another hood which 
he borrowed; but the dtike of Norfolk was 
then in banifiiment and dared not return, how- 
ever Edward was adjudged to lofe the title of 
the duke of Albemarle, retaining that of the 
carl of Rutland only, and many of his poflel^ 
fions were taken from him and many of the 
* commons aHb would have put him to death, 
for he was extremely difliked, whereupon he 
with other degraded lords confpired the death ' 
of Henry IV. to which they bound themfelves 
by an indenture. 

He going to dine with his father with the 
counterpart of this indenture in his t>ofom, 
his father perceiving it wanted to know what 
it was, but he reftifing, his fire infiftcd upon 
and took it from him* when feeing i^diat ic 

N 
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Was he in great rage upbraided him with trea-* 
fon, for he had become a fufety for him in 
parliament, he therefore immediately rode to 
Windfor to inform his majefty; Edward fce^ 
ing his danger rode direftly another way to 
the king, and alighting at the caftle he order- 
ed it's gatess to be locked, telling the porter 
thajt he muft carry the keys to his majefly, 
and approaching him he fell on his knees im- 
ploring mercy and revealing the whole eon- 
fpiracy obtained a pardon, the father came 
foon after with the indenture, and dying the 
yeat" after was btiried near his wife at Lang- 
ley, 

- Befides Stamford, he had the manors of 
Yarwell, Nafingtort and Southorpe, and was 
lord of Tividale. 

The above Edward being twenty-fix years 
of age fucdeded him as lord of Stamford, and 
was very fliortly reftored to his former pof- 
feffions and the title of duke of York, yet his 
own fifter lord Spencer's widow, accufed him- 
of an intention of" murthcl*ing the king by 
, fcaling the walls of Eltham by hight the 
Chriftmas before, when his majefty lay there, 
mid if any knight or efquire would fight him 
for her Ihe would confent to be burnt if he 
was conquered. 

One of her efquires, called William Maid- 
ftone, call down his hood and proffered com- 
bat with the duke> who edit downhis^^d 
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accq)ted the challenge, but he was fent to 
the tower, yet fet at liberty the year after^^ 
wheii many thought he Had been dead in 
prifon* 

In 14.14. his brother Richard was created 
carl of Cambridge^ and with other npblemea 
was beheaded the year after without the nortli 
gate of Southampton for confpiring the death 
of Henry V, .. ' 

^ Edward commanded the van of'the army at 
the battle ojf Agincourt where there Were only 
poooEnglifhagainlt 1465009 French; a littl^ 
before the battle mounting a hill, he fent David 
Gam, a Welch commander, to reconnoitre the 
enemyy whp told hini that tjiere were enow 
to be killed, enow to be prilbner^ iijid enow 
to. run awayj this the duke told the king^ 
who ro,de forth to view them, when the dutos 
advifed him that the night before the battle 
he Ihoul4 order each man to fix a ftake in the 
ground fharpened at both ends to keep tHem 
off; which was done^ he alfo deured to be in 
the front of the battle and was fo^ where by 
much heat and crouding,^ being a fat nman, 
he was fmothered to death on O^Stober a5th 
141 5, and buried at Fotheringay. ^l) 

It is well known that-theEnglifb gained 
the vjdory. , ^ - 

Edward leaving no iflue, he was fucceeded 
as lord of Stamford by his nephew Richard 
fon of Richard earl 01 Cambridge lately be* 
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headed, who waa only three years old and 
created duke of York the next year^ and on 
the death of EdmtindMortimercarlof March^ 
this Richard Plantagenet was found tx> be 
hii next heir^ and from thence fprohg his 
ftrtureprctenfions to the crown; (m) he was 
when a youth made Conftable of England ; 
Speed rays he never was a true fubjcft to 
Henry VI. and was a moft fubtk man. 

He was made regent of France, and fent 
word to the French king, that he was come 
to fi^t him if he would come out of his en- 
trenchments, but as he refufed he. pafled a 
river to force him, and the French withdrew 
in the night, he followed them but they ftill 
declined fighting. • 

In 1448 he was made lieutenant of Ireland 
for ten years, and gained great favour with 
the Irifti. 

The duke of Someifet flicceeding him as 
Regent of France, Sir l!)avy Hall one of 
York^s captains defended tne city of Caen 
againft the French king, but a ftone ittiot 
into it happened to fall between the dutchefs 
of Somerfet and her children, which fo af- 
frighted her that Ihe perfuadcd her hufband to 
furrender the town. 

In 1450 Ca4e's rebellion was fet on foot 
by York's friends to found the people's minds, 
for Cade called himfdf Mortimer Ac diAsc's 
coufin. 
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The next year the dul^e hknfelf rufed an 
army to oppofe his fovereign, under pretence 
of removing erii counfHlcrSy bat on pramife 
<rf redrefs ifhc proved hb charge, he diflband-^ 
ed hi« army and yielded himleif to Henry, 
and took an oath never to oppofe hirii, yet in 
1453 having gained the Nevils to. his fide, 
viz. the earl of Salilbury and his fon the earii 
of Warwick, he obtainoi abibiution from the 
pope of the oath he had taken. 

The king was in St. Alban's, which was 
defended by lord Clifibrd fo ftrongly that he 
could not force it for a long time, but War- 
wick and his men broke in. by the garden fide 
in Holywell ftr^t, between the fign of the 
Key and the Chequer; thefe founded a trum- 
pet and {houted a Warwick, a Warwick, 
then York and Salifl>ury about noon broke 
in at three different places, and tore up th^ 
barriers, when there enfued a cruel battle. 

AH the king's captains. were killed; the 
duke of Somerfet was (lain under the fign of 
the caftle, who had been warned long before 
to avoid all cables, near him lay the earl of 
Northumberland aji4 many other noblemen. 

(N) 

The king, to favehimfelffromthelhower 
of arrows, fled to a poor m^n's houfe but not 
before one had pierced his neck. York being 
told where he was haftened to comfort him, 
when he begged of him to oi4cr Wsmcn W 
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ceafe from flaughter, which was immediately 
done. 

He then took the king to Weftminfter, 
where one of the king's men aflaulted 
pne of the earl of Warwiek-s men, who hurt 
the agreffor fore and then fled, wherefore the 
king's fenrants, waiting for the earl a3 he was 
returning in his barge from parliament, fet 
pn him with iwords, fpits and fire forks, when 
after many of his men were hurt he efcaped 
in a wherry and haftened to Yorkfliire an4 
fet all in a blaze again. 

In 1459 York's fon Edward earl of March^ 
afterwards Edward IV, while his father was 
in Ireland, fought the king at, Northampton^ 
took him prilbher and the tower of L^ondo^ 
was delivered to the earl. 

York being at Sandall in Yorkfhirc came 
put of the town with fiye thoufand fnen a- 
gainft the queen's army of eighteen thoufandj 
hot feeing their vhole number, but after he 
had got to fome diftanqe from the town, be^ 
tween it and Wakefield, two large bodies of 
men in ambufh clofed and prevented his re- 
turn, when in half an hoiir'^ time he ^^as kil:: 
led on December 30th, 

Lx)rd Clifford ordered hi$ head to be cut 
ofi^, and putting a {^per crown on ix prefented 
it to the queen, who was very merry with it. 

This lord obferving York's youngeft lop 

8 boy about twelve years old, carried oyt gf 
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the field by one of his father's chaplains, fol- 
lowed him and ftabbed him to the heart 
while he was kneeling for mercy, for fear had 
deprived him of fpeceh, (o) This lord killed 
fo many alfo with his own hand that hence- 
forward he was called the butcher. 

York's head with thofe of the other flaugh- 
tered nobles were fet on the gates of Pomfret 
and his body btiried there, but afterwards re- 
moved to Fotheringay, 

Edward earl of March hi§ eldeft fon now 
became lord of Stamford, who on the Can^ 
dlemas-day following with 23,000 men met 
his enemies near Mortimer's crofs not far from 
Hereford, when three fyns appearing to join 
in one gave his men courage, and he gained 
the vidtory with the flaughter of 3,800 of die 
(enemy, for v^ich reafon fays Holingfhead 
he gave the fun for his badge. 

In thefe times travelling was extremely 
dangerous without a pafs from the neareft 
anny, for there were three in the Jiingdom at 
once. 

Waller fays of Edward that 

He rei^t the crown from vanqvifh'd Henry's head, 
Raifed the white rof^ and trampled on the red. (p) 

Edward gaye the caftle and town of Stam- 
ford to his mother Cicely duchefs of York (cl) 
after her deceafe it remained in the crown till 
the reign of Elizabeth;^ Ihe granted them tg 
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Wm, Cecil* firft lord Bwghle7(R) who 

— t .. „.i I.I.I, I, ■■ 

• ^iJlit in Sjnoif/. Papifin. p» izai fays Sir William 
Cecil not long fince Lord Tresforer, in his life time 
^ve ditrty jmuidB a y««r to St. Tobn^ college Camb- 
radge, he fouaded alfo an Hofpital as Stamford for 
twelve poor people, allowing to each of them fix 
pounds per annum, he alfo left great fums of money 
m truftin the hands of Mr. John Billet one of his ex- 
ecutors, who as carefuHy performed that truft, and 
fartly by this means and partly by his own eftate hath 
e done thofe excellent works : h^. repaired at the cx-» 
pence of divers hundred pounds the great ci^urch in the 
city of Bath, he enlarged the hot and crofo bath there, 
«^allii^ them about, he bmltan fio^ital there to en- 
tertain twelve poor people for a month at the fpring, 
and three months at the fall of the loaf, with allow* 
ance of four pence a day ; he gave two hundred pounds 
to the repairs of St. Martin's church, an hundred 
marks to St. Clement't to build a window, five pounds 
to each of the four pariihes in WcilaUifter for twelve 
years : upon ^e building of the market houfe there he 
bellowed three hundred ppunds, whereof is made ten 
pounds a year lor the benefit of the poor ; he alfo gave 
twenty oounds per annum to ^^hrift'is hofpital till two 
liundred pounds came out. 

He gave alfo fome Plate to John's college Camb-. 
ridge^ where he ftudied &yr^ years, after which \ffi 
was a ftudent in Gray's Ian, where his company waa 
much coveted for his wit. 

During hisftay thcfe one of his compaaio^s enticed 
him to play, and having inever played h^re^ be \ot^ 
2\\ his money, bedding and books ; wilhiug to be even 
with him, he procured a long trunk, witii which he 
made a hole in the wall near his ph^yftllQw't bed, and 
in a fearful voice ijpoke thus through ti^e trunk, 
** O mortal man, repent ! repent of thy horrible time 
f * cojifumed in play, coxenage, and fuch lewdnefs ta 
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was a great favorite of her majefty^ and an 

honour to his country. 

■ .--■■-■ 

*' thpu haft committed, or elfe thoo art damned and 
** canft not be faved !'* which being fpoke at midnieh( 
when he was all alone fo amaased him as drove him in- 
to a fweat for fear. 

Moft penitent and heavy the n6xt day in the pre- 
fence of the youths, he told with trembling what a 
fearfal vcHce fpake to him at midnight vowing never 
to play again, and calling for Mr. Cecil aiked him 
forgivenels on his knees, reftpringhim all he had won. 
So two g^mefters were both reclaimed by this merry 
device, and never played more. 

He was made Treafurer in 1579» and was fo affida* 
ous in buiinefs that he fcarcely allowed himfelf time 
lor his meals or fleep ; for he nied to fay that he did 
penetrate farther into the depth of canfes and found 
out more refolutious of dubioos points when in bed 
than up. At night when he pat off his gown he ofed 
to fay Lie then Lent Tnmfmnrm 

The Queen refleded her £ivoar highly upon him, 
counting him not only her Treafurer but her principal 
Treafure. She would caufe him always to fit down ia 
her prefence, becanfe troubled with the gout, and ufed 
tp tell him, My Lwd^ n»g mmki mueb of ym $wt for your 
bad ligs hut for your good Head* 

When any came to the lords of the council for a li* 
cence to travel, he would firft examine him of England, 
and if he found him ignorant he would bid bira iiay at 
home and know his own country firft. 

He kept an honourable, orderly, and chargeable 
houfe, and was himfelf fervcd by men of quality, lor 
moft of the principal gentlemen of England fought to 
prefer their ions and heirs to his fervice, no lefs than 
twenty gentlemen worth loool. per annum attending 
on hii tabie. His ordinary men. were worth, fome, 5, 
5, 10, or 2o,oool each. 
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Ftom him they defccnded to Ann dau^- 
tcr and coheir of William carl <rf Etcter, who 
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His honwft kfled erery dUiy fGt above tfaiitj fears 
io^thery wherein he allowed Tone of his tknwau the 
lame coartefy Boaz granted to Ruth, ^vis. to gle«ii<cve]i 
anong the iheaves, and fniered fone handfalls to fall 
on poqioie for them) whenby they jranelcd great eftates. 

When any oaoffe was depending* aochiiig eovld 
offisad him mote than the pai^esieading him prc£»nts^ 
and they always iared the worfe for fti doing. 

He was Patnm to both Univerfitiesy chiefty to 
Cambridge whereof he was Chancellor : aad tboogh 
Hent-corn fird grew in the bead ofSff Thomas 
SattCii, it was nf€MA by Sorghley'saiiftanoe, where* 
by thmigh the xeau nf oolieges fland ftill, their itve- 
anes incieaie. 

He never railed has veats aior di^laced his tenants i 
Some of bis tenantsca^ed lands lior twonty pounds 
per annum worth two himdred. 

His feoeroosafts and Speeches made his Very ene- 
mies to wffiiJtiai aMve again« 

Mo aum wasnore pieafant and merry ttt nteah, aid 
be liad a pretty wit-eack in himfelf to dhiw fpeech ont 
of the moft^lea and £leatg«efl at his table, to fiiew 
bis difpofition in afay ppivt be ^KMild propoaad. Hot'^ 
toomn, in bnikferipfoon of an amba£ack)r, witnefTeth 
to amch» who had been it bistable* 

To hb dying iimf be wovld dways carry Ttrlly*s 
Offices either in bis bofom or pocket. And indeed it 
is a book (as one faid of Arift(»le*s Rhetoric ) fit to 
make both a ichobir and an honeft man. 

He was atfo a ^od poet— Thenfc is a good copy of 
his before '« Monfon de R'epablica bene mftitnendo " 
in prasfe of the satbor. 

One great Jsrvke he did his eoontry a Kttle before 
his death was to bring the cooMcfate ftaiei to a com* 
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married Henry Grey created earl of Stamford 
ty Charles L (s) 

pofition for the payment of eight hundred thoafand 
pounds, by thirty ti^oufand pounds per annum* and 
likewife to the concluiien of a new league, by which 
the qt^een, befidcs the receiving her debtf, wf s eafed 
of the yearly expenceof one hundred and twenty thou- 
fand pounds. 

When he fell fick he wrote a letter to the queen for 
leave to lay down bis offices. The queen viiited and 
coniforted him. The fervants at the chamber door de- 
firing her majefty to ftoop, fhe generoafly anfwered 
** For your mailer's fake I will iloop, but not for the 
*f King of Spain's.'* 

He had an uncommon genius, a clear and fqlid judgr 
ment, a vaU capacity for affairs, an application to 
buiinefs not to be tired» and a fecrecy in his manage^ 
ment which was impenetrable. His whole endeavor^ 
aimed at the benefit of the Queen, the objed which he 
had ftill before his eyes. So qualified as he was it is 
no wonder that he preferved, his whole life, the ikvor 
of a Queen who fo perfectly knew her own inttrefla. 
When able princes are bleft with fuch minifters, they 
part not with them on flight occafions. 

His Motto was — One Heart, one Way. 

His Saying — - That man i^ a pradent man who is ^ 
patient man* 

His maxim •^- Let not him who is meaner than I 
am fear me ; Qt him, who is greater than I am defpife 
we* ■■•'''■ 
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NOTES on Chapter VI. 



(a) The Ef& Earl fFkrnn that £it Uf fcot on Ing* 
^ grojBBil was Fonftcx to the Coafwmir. 

la an UlomiAation of an ancient nanii&ript in the 
•CoUoman library at the Britifi Mt^emif U thff cruel 
battle oi Hafiiugt, in which is feen his chef uf^red ban-^ 
«er (Bfplaycd on the right hand of th^ CM^cr^s the 
am>w fticking In the eye of the Emglifif kiag aMi his 
iword dropping from his hand : ^truH llM fiAgrav^d 
ahis 'in his f^W^i '^^ Beclefii^iail AtUifuiiieA. 

Tbere ii aUb a whole leneth Egofe i£ Jiim> in Jiia 
Tahard^ flanding behind me C^mjuttot, m Siigifi* 
Honor, Ricbm* 

The Tuhard wai a ihost fkevtitf^eoai afleiwards 
ufed by heralds; mentioning this reminds ase of 
the odd metatnofpholes that ^i^ihaye-uader^cmfiy for 
ifais^ioiar^ was once a conmoiL S^^ (>ttt.finm the 
fimilarity of the found, the firil a being pronounced 
broad, it is changed to Talbot. 

The Boulogne Mouthy i. e. harbour, is now turned to 
^ Bull and a Mouth ; the Belle Satwage^ i. e. the 
Handfome Savage, is now a Bell and a Savage, tec. 

The Cheeky coat armour is by heralds deemed the 
nobleft of all Coats, as it reprefenteth the game of 
CheOf which is entirely a military game : this game i« 
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fald to te lo^eumd by PahmeJis at the Trojak fiege ; it 
is at pf6(bttC nnitk vfed in the Eaft Indies. 

Though the above tFilliam Earl Warnn wa» the 
king^ foiieAer^ yet that he was a perfoa of great confe- 
fequeace appeam from this inftance only ; he had got 
a grant of one Sharniiirn*s lands and took poflTeffion of 
them, bat on Sbarnhurn^s reprefenting to his majefty 
that he had never been in arms againft hinit nor abet- 
ted his enetni^s^ the king ordered that not only he» 
but all other J?«^iS(/(^» that had a£ted §o Ihould retaia 
their propertieSt and a writ was fent to the earl fol^ 
this purpo&y yet he refufed complying with it fblly^ 
and would only give op (bme parcels of the land. This 
is a prefumpcive evidence that he aAed from fome prioit 
ftipulation, on which he had raifed forces for the Con^ 
fmeror^s expedition. 

There was another reafon for king Join heaping 
fuch favours on this fifth earl Warren^ he had a d&ugh« 
ter who was endowed with a lai^ge fhare of lubHcity» 
with whom this amorous monarch committed CriM. 
Con, and had by her a fon named Richard \ Rciert a 
snonk of Gloucefierg who fionrifhed about 1230, writer 
thus of them. 

Su* Richard the Tft% Roy of whom we fpak byfor, 
Gentilman he was xnough though he wer laft ivor» 
For the £rle's daughter of ^ArrM his good modir was 
And his f^dir kyng John that bygathym a perchas* 

(b)<« Two bolls fighting for a cow" Horan^ Itlemkf 
fays that battles of wis iiatnre happened before thp 
Trojan war. 

under fo many lords which this caftie had for it's 
maftertf there is no record nor tradition of a fingte 
thing) good* bad» or indiiEtrent, being performed in tt^ 
faving chis meadow view of 9FilHm» esui fl^mrm^ tat 
this makes ample amends for hiftoric filence, fince it 
produced w^fUbnan carnival which is of fo fingular a 
natoie, that if we fliooid excei»t that at Tuthmfy ift 
Stagkrdfnrh there is Mthiag fimiiar to-itin hia maK* 



ty's dominions, nort I believe. In the dominions of anjr 
other potentate oh the globe^ ho, it ftands without 
^ rival. 

6ut this like other gobd old Giiftbms has lofl fome* 
thing of it'» original spirit ; nearly half a century ago 
I remember that the greateit part of the Bullards had 
uncouth and antic arejfiTesy which they prepared with 
iecret pride againfl the grand day ; I remember that 
for a week before this day^ their imps^ as Toon as it 
grew dark, began to extend their jaws and bawl out 
Jloy iuli Hoyy with great iury^ feeing him^ as SbakeJ^ 
fean fays, in their mind's eye. 

I remember, but, piget memlniji, Thefe da:yS are 
over ! befides it appear^, from Mr. Butcher* s actounti 
that the bull was put up either in the barn or in the 
ilable of the chief magiftraCe, whereas now the chief 
magiftrate will not fufFer him to fet ia foot neither in his 
bafn» nor his ilable, nor in any thing that is his, and 
i imagine that their connexion was broke before Mr. 
tiowgrave wrote, (ince he oniits mentioning it. ^ 

Suppoling it to be but a year before the death of 
king John that this noleman (aw thefe inaufpicious 
bulls waging war, this was in 121 j, and to the prefenC 
year 1785 there are juft J70 years elapfed ; again, fup- 
pofing each hull to be lord of only teii cows, which is 
a very modell computation and is what no ^ji//offpirit 
can well do without, then yon fee gentle reader that 
the faid William earl Warren of hlalice prop'ehfe has 
caufed the deaths of 570 bulls ^ and made widows of 
5700 cows, and how many more fuch difailers he will 
occaiion time can only tell. , 

if the dodlrine of tranfniigration be true, nothing 
can be more ertain than that the foul of the above earl 
animated the body of Mr. William RidUngtoni once a 
tanner, alderman^ and mayor of this corporation, who 
to perpetuate this gallant diverfion as much as in him 
lay, left half a crown to be paid annually to each of 
the five pari(hes, for the trouble of Hopping the gates 
and avenues to the tbwn^ which is received on St. 
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^homas*t day. I therefore hold it incumbent on me 
to record this fpirited beqaeil» and to let this Par 
nobiU fratrum 20 hand in hand to poftericy, for which 
legacy every buUard in gratitude ought to drink on 
that day to the joint memory of both. 

Mr. Butcher fays that there was an antient proverb^ 
« As mad as the baiting bull of Ztamford^ '* which 
feems as though he ufed to be baited at a ring; 

Mr. Peck wrote a penny pamphlet concerning this 
annual fport, but t wa9 never fo happy as to meet with 
it. 

The piece of meadow which the batchers hold by 
this tenure is the firft we flep on after we have paffed 
the little wooden' bridge called LamPs bridge, and 
extends to the long wooden bridge againft Mr. Goud^s 
garden, containing about fix acres of ground ; but it 
ihould be noted that from Feb. 13th to July ^tYi^ they 
cannot enter on it, for as four parts out of ^wt of it 
belongs to Kiuffs mill 11 is during that time enclo fed 
by the tenant of that mill, and even in the other feven 
months tvery free man has an equal right with them 
to turn any cattle oh it, fheep alone excepted. 

That excellent antiquarian Mr. Samuel Pegge, 
{peaking of bull running f fays it is a fport of a higher 
kind than diverfions commonly are^ becaufe it was 
made a matter of Ten ure^ and certainly the tenure of 
our butchers is as honourable as his who held lands 
from the crown at Hemingftan in Suffolki who was obit« 
ged every Qhriftmas day before the king, faUare^ Jujp- 
lare^ ^ cfepitaret i. e. to jump, belch, and let a f— *t. 

Notwithftanding as all the avenues of the town are 
on that day (lopped by waggons againft travellers, thefe 
when they enter it obierving the mops (hut up and the 
whole town wearing the face of a fabbath, when they 
find too that all this is only for a quadruped to run a- 
bout the fireetSf it occafions I confefs fome fhrewd. 
comments not very favourable to our wifdom, to whom 
cuftom has prevented the abfurdity from appearing fii 
firiking^ 



%9% ntsTOkr of stamford. 

Yet w&eii BO btrbaricy is tifed towftfd» Ae^birtt it ti 
ftldom attended with any ill coAiequences^ I have 
known indeed that when the beaft has happened to be 
of a meek and quiet fpmtt or quite fpent with rsn* 
iiing aronnd and around the ftreets^ that the Bullards 
hare iawn otf' his horns, cut off his tail, fired a train 
of gunpowder along his back, and poured aqua fbrdii 
on the fane, barbarities which I hope will never bt ro^ 
peatedy but to the honour of te prefent generation of 
BMuris be it fpoken they are more humane, and when 
any of ihefe who can read, honours this note with his 
perufai, I conjure hitn to remember, that he who treats 
with cruelty a harmle^ beaft, is unworthy of the name 
of a man, farlefr that of a chriftian* 

I do not pretend to contradid the local tradition of 
the Origin of our BuB-runnhg^ yet fince it is but tra-> 
dition i fliait fubmit the following to the revkr's confi- 
deration. 

It is ahrats kept on %t. Brians day> now this day 
was a great holiday throughout EttghuHf, becaufe on it 
the EkgUp extirpated the Duattf of whom they m&fla* 
cred 35»ooo; and ^9 difi^rcnt towns had dlfilerent di« 
verfions, Stamford nd^tttuifk it's cuflomary oue^ The 
women, on account of the fiiate they had in this mem* 
orable day, uftd in many towns to draw ropes acrofs 
die ftreet to flop paffengers lor a gift, I have heard that 
they fBH do lb at Oxfird. 

The Rmans kept alio a holiday f^t expelling their 
kings, the divernons of which were thence named 
fupraiia; they too had Bull fdHvals called tautowUa. 

Secondly, In the account of St. MarMs church 
the reader wiH find that on tvtrf Martinmas day there 
was a Bull feftival, now as our BM-rtmning is at the 
fame ft^fon, bein^ only two days after MartinmMf it 
is not impoffible but when that was fupprefled this 
mi|;ht fyring as it wei-e from it's aihes, yet if it did 
^nng from this origin I muft needs fay that it ia a 
httb ungntefid hi us not to fuffer the good folkt of 
that parifli to partake of the divcrfion* 
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Yet fiflcjs this vi}lttmc may chance id fall ifito the 
hands of fo«ie w^o areibaogcrs to the umn^ I would 
have fuchknow that when this O/iAr day £aUs euher on 
the madrket day or oo a Sundny^ that ofiidbrr the market 
BOf even the fabbath is put off oh it's aaccount, but oil 
the contrary it is itfelf 'poftponed till the morcow^ 
which mqlt be acknowkdged to be aninftaiice of great 
furbearanee^ aod when the diverfion is oyer the 
ball is killed in a ikughter houfe beiongi<ng to ibme of 
the butchers who divide amoog then the fun far which 
his hide and carcaft are fold t but bcfides this regular 
annual diverik>n» le^it be known alfo that* during thd 
winter feafon, we have frequently whadt are called Stop 
hull runnings, when part, only of a Hre^t is endofed by 
waggoji^, . \kfik are chiefly for the benefit of a pub-> 
iican or t^o wh<P live in that ftreet adsd who procure 
the bully and thay be fatd to be a BmU running id 
tnifttainrf* 

I am informed that the ditke oiDe^vrnfifire provides the 
bull ^K Tiibhuryi and that di^erent companies of nnea 
contend to get him into diff^reftt parities to make him 
their property, how inean ! k^w ihahby ! our buUarda 
like true fpcMttfoiefi difdaki to lay any claim to his car-* 
fcafe after his deatbt thete is nofort ofcomparifoa 
neither b^weeu Jihe pieopfe nor the fport. 

Tuthury*s to Stamford's — • Gods ! what a found t 
A penny to a thoufand pounds 
A cock-hoat to a man of war, 
A meteor to a blazing dar* 

tt is to be hoped that the learned reader will excu{b 
the prolixity of this note^ and consider that though he 
may think the fubjed of little moment, yet that many 
of the inhal»tants look upon it as the fupreme glory of 
the town, and will read any thing relating to it with 
more avidity than any other part of the book; Mr^ 

Q 
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Ho<wgravi*s Hiftwry will open a] mod of if s own ac- 
cord at the place of it's dcfcription^ and I have beard 
fome of the natives^ who have lived in the metropolis, 
aver that they never faw any diverflon there com- 
parable to it, and if they were to pay a Vifit tq their 
friends, have contrived to come down a little before 
this day in order to become adiors in it. 

(c) Henry III. being poor, mortgaged the town of 
Stamford to Willtam de Valence a Poi^o^in^ and when 
his fon Edward married Eleanor daughter to the king 
of CaftiUy he fettled on them Ireland^ Ga/cdgny, Wales ^ 
Brtfioly Stamford and Grantham^ hence Potter and 
Baker fay that our king's eldeft fon is prince of Wales ; 
he gave 1 20 acres of land to William de Havering to 
£nd draw for his b^d chamber. Henry had a call with 
one eye fo as to hide the pupil; his half-brother killed 
a chief julHce in Weftmiufter ball. 

(d) This houfe of humiliation is vtty antient as 
appears by it's arches on it's eaft wall. 

(e) In 1774, 467 years after his death, the cof&n 
of Ed*ward I. was opened, he had on a gold and iilver 
tifiue robe under one of crimfon velvety both frefli, 
the jewels about him were very bright, in one hand 
he had a fceptre and dove, in the other a fceptre and 
crofs, which meaiured nearly five feet in length, he 
had a crown on his head, his face and hands were en* 
tire^ and he meafured Ax feet two inches. 

When he ravaged Scotland he brought from Scotu 
the (lone on which the Scotch kings were crowned, 
which was fixed in a chair in Weftminfter whereon our 
Jkings fit at their coronation ; the flone is 22 inches 
long, 13 broad, and 11 deep, of a blue colour with 
red veins. 

(f) John Mofwhray fon of the duke of Norfolk was 
created earl Warren and Surry during his father's life, 
janddiedin 1476. 

Richard brother of Bd*ojard V. who Was fmothered 
in the tower with him» was I believe the laft earl War^ 
ren, he pcrifhed ia 1483. 
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(g) Ed-war^ III. claimed the crown of France bc- 
Catlfe his ihother was the fretich king's daughter, bat 
the French fet on the throne the fon of the French king^s 
brother under pretence of the ^aUc law^ Ednuard in-* 
fi(!ed that this law extended only to females themfelves, 
and not to the male deftendants of females ; as this 
was entirely anew caufeit occafioned inuch bloodfhed> 
bat wb^n he Invaded Frdnce it poiTcfied neither Fro^ 
*vincey Daufhiny nor Franch Cothpte ; oxxr Henry Ii. had 
greater territories in France than even the French king 
himfelf. 

Whed an ambalTadof was fent to ttelnault t6 chtife 
one of that earl's daughters iox Ed^JJardy the bifhop ad- 
vi/ed hitn to chufe that filler who had the largeft hips 
as moil likely to be prolific, which advice he took and 
/Jie bore Edward a dozen children. 

TT he battle of Crejfy began on Auguft 24th at fotir o* 
elock in the afternoon, the French army confined of 
more then 100,000 men^ out of which they loftelcvca 
princes^ eight bannerets, twelve hundred knights^ a- 
bove eighty Jlandards^ and upwards of thirty thouiand 
common foldters^ The old king of Bobemiai though 
be was blind yet would be in the battle, he therefore 
had his horfes bridle faftened to thofe of two valiant 
knights ; he was Aain and his (landard taken, on which 
were three oftrich feathers embroidered in gold with 
thefc words Ich Dienj i. c. I fervei the prince of fVales 
in memory of the day wore three oftrich feathers in his 
coronet with the fame motto, which is continued by 
all the princes of Wales. 

The counfel at the bar ofed to plead in the French 
tongue bar Edward ordered them to plead in EngUJh^ 
and to enter their pleadings in Latin which had ufcd 
a^fo to be entered in French. 

In his reign the ecu n ties allowed their members 
of parliament four (hillings a day the citizens and bur-* 
geii*€S allowed theirs two ihillings* 
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(h) Edmund Latfglf/lorA of Sfam/ordvfzs remark- 
able both for his valour and affability, the old poet 
Jiarding mentioDs both tbefe qualities. 

Sir Edmond Lsmgley full of gentylnefie. 
Sir Thomas JVoodJiok full of courage. 

Again 
At whiche battaill duke John of Gaunt indede 

And Wis brother Edmond then faught full fore,- 
Wer never twoo better knights 

That better faught upon a field afore. 
It was bttt grace that thei efcaped thore^ 
. Thei put themfelvesfo far furtb ay in prees,- 
That wounded wer thei bothe full fore, no lees, 
(i) Th6 tomb of Richard II. is in Weftminfier abby 
Jtnd his robes on it, fays Dart,- are carved with pea 
fliells open and the peas oUt, ^i^^f^ whether they were 
»ot meant to reprt fen t broom pods aMikiing to his nante 
of PioKtag&Hit, f^oiiaifi fays that J^ffery who was the 
firlt of that namfe and father to Henry IL was fo called 
from his being fond of wearing a fprig oi broom in his 
bonnet, and the pods being feed lefs might emblem a^ 
tically reprefent his dying without iiFoe. The infcript-' 
ion on bis tomb fays Chat he was corpofe procerus, and 
indeed the Plantagemi^ were generally tall, whereas 
the Stuarts were of low Mature and yet to better thair 
the Plantaginets. The Stuarts derived their name fronnt 
one Walter who was fteward to king Mtxlcolni* 

In the r-eigh of this Richard the better fort of people 
^ore (liOes of foch enormours length that they could 
not walk in then* without fa4lening the toes of 
them to their knees, which they didehhcr witbfmall 
iilver chains, ribands or lace. 

In the illumination of two antient manufcripts \xk 
the royal library at the Briiijh Mu/eum thefe long toed 
fiioes are depidlcd : Strutt has engraved both thefe iff 
his Regal and Ecclefiajiical Antiquities* 

This falhion was fo becoming that they were worn 
by the gentry fourfcore years but in 1467 they were 
fofbidr 
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The kdies at the fame time wore two pyramids on 
their heads called Fontangety one on each fide. Paradin 
an old wrker defcribes'them as riftng an ell above the 
head in form of a fpire lleeple, having (harp tops, on 
which were faftened pieces of cr-ape which Hoated 
loofely down their backs, thefd too were as becom- 
ing as the flioes. 

There is an antient pain-ting belonging to the reli^ft 
of the late Re'u. Dr* Harrifon of this place reprefent- 
ing BeiJbazxMr^s feaft, where the painter, through ig- 
norance of the eallern coi^ure, has fo far ofFended a- 
gainft the Coftum$y as to clap th6fe EngUfh Fontanges 
(though without the crape} on the heads of fame of 
Beljhax%ar*s concubines. 

(k) Henry IV. gave Matthew Fiyni frx-pence a day 
to draw the aching teeth of all the poor in London, 

A gage means a pledge ; a glove is fome times the 
modern pledge in a challenge. 

(u) In this battle oijgineourt HenryY, put a golden 
crown on his helmet and fought on foot at the head of 
the fecond line ; eighteen cavaliers fet upon him and 
be had been ilain had not this Da^id Gam and two 
other officers faved him, bat thefe three and ail the 
eighteen cavaliers were killed upon the fpot ; after- 
wards the king's brother being knocked down he 
fought over him till he alfo received a blow that made 
him fall on his knees, and again would have been kil- 
led had not his guard refcued him ; then the duke of 
Alan/on attacked him, but Henry knocked him down 
2JiAx\it Englijb flew him. From this diftcroper of the 
l^nglijb came the vulgar faying of fti— -n luck good 
luck. 

Holingjbeady to exprefs Hinry*^ inflexibility, fays 
that he was never feen to tur^ his nofe from an evil fa- 
vour, norto clofe his eyes agaiuft duft orfmoke. - 

Grojley fays that he enaded a law that none fliould 
drink wine* without water. 

When he was a fcholar of j^«»'j college Oxford^ ho 
appeared before his father in blae iatia wrought with 
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eyelet holes of black filk, with the needle that m^de it 
hanging to every hole, and a collar of SS round his arm. 

In his reign the commons were allowed tO be^ con- 
fiituent p^rc of the legiilature, being before con ^dered 
only as petitioners. 

(m) The Tork line were the true heirs of the crown, 
for this Richard was defcended from the third fon of 
MijuardWl^ wherea9 the Lanfqftsr line defcended from 
his fourth fon. 

(n^ The earl of Stafford zndi lord Clifford wtK ^Ifo 
killed at the firR battle of Si. Jll>an*s^ upon which ac- 
f:ount, fays Grafton^ the fon of this lord fwore iic 
ivould not leave one branch of t\it Tork line Handing. 

(o) Sbaktfpeare thus introduces this child's tutor and 
Clifford the fon aforefaid, 

Tutor. Ah Clifford murthcr not this innocent child 
Left thou be hated both of God and man. 

Qlifford. How now, is he dead already ? or is it fear 
That makes him clofe his eyes ? Til open 
them. 

(p) Ed*wardlV. had feveral other bloody battles ber 
fore he was quietly fixed on his throne ; the earl of 
Wafnjuick^i brother George Ne*uil archbifhop of Torkf 
having taken him prifoner, let him have fo much lib- 
erty as to fometi me s fu^r him to hunt with a few 
keepers, he one day rode from them and efcaped, and 
foon after coming in at the back door of the archbifh- 
op's houfe he took both him znd Hinry Vl. prifoners, 
feized the archbifhop-s goods to the amount of twenty 
thoufand pounds, and made a crown for hiosfelf of his 
Tich mitre. 

About the time of Henry and Stephen biHiops were 
little lefs than temporal princes, and the firlt vafTalsof 
the crown did not furpai^ them either in power or rich- ' 
es. In Stephen's reign Roger bifhop of Salijbury waged 
>var againfl him, and one of his cailles being taken, 
there were found in it forty thoufand marks, an amaz- 
ing fum when fpecie was fo fcarce and commerce (o 
greatly limited, and it was fo common for them to f\ght 
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that in the battle of Floddtn field were killed on the 
Scots^ fide one arch btfiiop, twobifhopsand four abbots. 
The following is an account of the feaft that the a- 
bove archbifhop of York made at his inftallation. 



Eighty oxen 
Six wild .bulls 
1004 (heep 
300 calves 
300 hogs 
200 kids 
2000 pigs 

r harts 
400 < bucks 

t roe- bucks 
4000 r< bbits 
200 pheafants 
500 partridges 
400 woodcocks 
400 plovers 
100 peacocks 
200 cranes 
4000 pigeons 
204 bitteriis 
490 herons 
1 000 egrets (a fort of her- 



4cx}o mallard and teal 
2300 capons 
2000 chicken? 
100 curlews 
100 quails 
200 rees 

1506 hotvenifon padies 
4000 cold venifon pallies 
1000 paded diihes of jell/ 
4000 plain diihes of jelly 
2000 hot cuftards 
40Q0 cold cuftards 
8 feals 
^ porpoifes 
300 pike 
300 bream 
300a gcefe 

300 qrs. of wheat flour 
300 tuns of ale 
104 tuns of wine 
1 pipe bf Hippocras (fpic^ 
fd ivise J 



It is pretty plain from the above that 'oqr ancellors 
could eat as well as fight ; it is no wonder that they 
beat Soup-meagre, lor I queflion whether there was as 
much flcfh eaten on that day in all France, 

His brother the earl ofWariAjick pofTefTed 1 14 man- 
ors where 30,000 people daily lived at his, coil. 

Ed<ward IV. was of a very fanginary difpoiition, but 
the following is an inflance of feemingly wanton cruel- 
ty, a Vintner who lived at the fign of the Crflw« happen- 
ing to fay jocofely that he would make his fon heir to 
the crown> this tyrant doomed him to be executed for it. 
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The wars between tbe hoafes of Tork 2Xi6. Lamcafier 
laded thirty years, which co ft the lives of two kiQ|rs^ 
pne prince, ten dukes, two roarqoiiles, twenty-one 
earls, twenty-feven lords, two vifcounts, one lord prir 
or, one judge, 139 knights, 441 efquires, and above 
100,000 private men in twelve battles. Well might 
^n old poet fay 

** During this hurly burly ftrife 

" Were murthered many a mother's child, . 
♦* And many a lord bereav'd of life 

<• And noble houfc with blood defiled/' 

Floddtn Field. 

(qJ This unhappy lady lived fo fee three princes of 
her body crowned and four murthered. •*- She was bu- 
ried at Fotberingay, 

(r) In the lift of patriotic ftatefmen tSh Lord Burgh- 
ley ^ Sir Francis Walfingbam^ and their coteroporary 
the Duke o/SuIfy in France ftand prominent, and it may 
bejuftly queftioned whether £»r£i/< ever produced their 
equals. The firft of thefe was born at Bourn in 1520 
and his d'efire of fuperior attainments ip learning was 
fo prevalent, that he ordered the bell ringer of St. 
yobns college in Cambridge to call him uf) every morn- 
ang at four o'clock. l*his afllduous application to his 
iludies, t>y alniofl conftant fitting*, brought a humour 
into his legs, which were with difficulty cured, and 
ivas thought to be the principal caufe of that inveterate 
gout with which he was aftenvads afHided. 

At the age of flxteen he read logical ledares, and at 
nineteen Greek lectures ; about 1541 he was placed at 
Cra/s Inn, during which it happened that O^ Neil 2. 
famous Irijh chief being at court brought with him two 
of his chaplains, bigotted papills, with whom Cecily 
who was a proteftant, coming from GrayU Inn to fee 
}iis father, chanced to have a hot difpute in the Lati^ 
tongue, but they finding themfelves unable to cope 
^ithhim de|>arted in great ragCj, upon this if v/^s r^^ 
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ported to the king that yoang Mr. Cecil had confuted 
both Q^NerVs chaplains, his>majefty thereupon fent {q% 
)iim, and after much converfation, being greatly pleafr 
ed with his abilities, ordered his tather to find cnt% 
place for him, thus was laid the baiis of his fortune. 

At the battle ai Mujfelburgh in ScotlanefhQ had cer*- 
tainly been ilaih, had not a friend pulhed him out of 
the level of a cannon, by which lie had his own arn; 
ib altered to pieces. 

He who would know n)ore of this extraordinary man 
may read his life pabiifhed by Jrthur CoUinsj where 
he will quickly perceive a ilrtking contrail betweei^ 
him and the noblemen of the'prefent age, and feel an 
honeft indignation in reading SmolUt^s fpiteful Carica^ 
tura of Hioiy who is himfelf far from a 6r(l rate hiftori- 
an, and flands alone amidft a clottH of writers whofs 
fentiments are diametrically oppofue. 

His younger fon Robert earl of Salijhury was deemed 
DO mean ftatefman under James {. yet fi^uit^r patren^ 
poH paffiBus cequis. 

(s) In 1 747 the earl of Exeur purchafed wb^ eftattt 
fhe eari of Stamford was |)oirefs'd of in this corporatioa, 

I. 



CI^AP, 



eo2 HISrORT ef S^AMFORH, 



CHAPTER VII. 






GOVERNMENT, 

SUCCESSION OF MAGISTRATES, 

BOROUGH-ENGLISH. 

SOMNER fays that Burgh fignifies a city, 
fort, fortrefs, tower, cattle, borough, free 
borough, or town corporate, (a) many places, 
fays Brady, are called burghs in domefday- 
book, or burgefles are mentioned in it leveral 
of which are not now efteemed boroughs, nor 
can it be known from them what was meant 
by fuch, as Torkfey, Louth, and Stanford 
in Lincolnlhire, but burgefles, continues he, 
properly Ipcaking are tradeliTien, 

In the furvey of Stanford In domefday- 
book is the following. 

Stamford burgum regis dcdit geldum T. R. E. pro 
jLii hundret et dimidio, in exercitu, et in navigio, ec 
» Oancgeld. Ibi fujit fe:^ cuflodie ; quinc^ue in Lyn« 
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colef^irCf et iexta in UaDtuDefcire que eft ultra pont* 
em ; et tamcn ipia reddebat omnem confuetudinem 
cum aliis, preter gablam et theloneuxn, qiiod abb. de 
Burg babebat et habet. In his V. cuilodiis T. R. E* 
fuerunt CXL* et 1. manftones. In Stanford T. R» £• 
erant ^ij. lagemanni, qui habebant infra domos fuas 
facam» et focaniy et fuper homines fuos ; preter geld, 
et heriote, et forisfa^turam corporum fuorum de XL. 
oris argentiy et preter latronem. Hoc idem modo ha<r 
bent. Si nou funt nifi novem. Unus eornm habet 
XVII. manfiones. 

Rex habet in dominio de Portland II. carracatas, eC 
duas partes tertie carrucate ^ et XIL acras prati« Ad 
ecclefiam S. Petri Jacet una carrucata terre ; et ad eQ- 
fTcIefiaiii omnium oS. dimidiam carrucatam. 

Portland cum prato T. R. E. reddidit XLVIIL et 
X. foL pro feltcii fummariorum regis. Infupher dcr 
bet rex habere {X; libras et XII. folidos, pro aliis ex- 
icibus Burgi. 

That is. 

The king's borough of Stanford paid tax in K. Ed- 
ward's time for twelve hundreds and a half; towards 
paying the army, navy and Dane-geld. There are fix 
wards there. Five in Lincolnlhire, and the fixth in 
Hantnnefcire, which is beyond the bridge. But nevi- 
efthelefs that ward paid all cgftoms or dues with the 
reft, except gabel and toll, which the abbot of Peter- 
borough had and hath. 

In thefe five wards, in the time of K* Edward were 
one hundred forty and one manfions. 

In Stanford, in the time of K. Edward, were 
twelve lagemen, who had within their own houfes fac 
& foe, and over their own men ; excep^ting the tax, 
^nd heriot8,(B) and the forfeiture of their bodies when 
it amounted to forty ounces of Alver; and except fel- 
ons' gpods. They have the fame privilege ilil(. But 
^here arc but nine of them left. One of them has fcv» 
cntecn m^niiona belonging to his jurifdidtion.' 
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The king hat in the demcfae of Foreland two carru* 
fcatesy and two parts of a third carrucate: and twelve 
acres of meadow. One carrucate o^ rh« ^and lies in S. 
Peter's, and half a carrucate in All Saincs pariOi^ 

The Portland with th« meadow, in K. Edward's 
tiAiie paid XLVIII. and X. fhiHings^ to provide coarfe 
ilrong coverings for the king's fum^er (e) horfes. 
Moreover the king ihovid have IX* pounds Xil. (hil- 
lings for the other charges of the borough. 

It appears from' the above that Stamford 
vas tnen and before then a fhire town, as the 
town contained fix wards and the fhire twelve 
hundreds and a half, for, fince both hund- 
reds and wards are mentioned it is abfurd to 
think th^t the town was divided into both. 

The Lagemen were thofe who govern- 
ed the town, and were the firft iiiagiftrates 
pf Stamford that we read of, and they remain- 
ed till after 1274, and were fo called becaufe 
they were judges of the laws of the town, but 
when or by whom they were ipftituted is un- 
known. 

Sac means a power granted by the king to 
judge caufes. Soc is the place wherein iuch 
power is exercifed, tlitough it fometimes means 
the privilege itfelf. 

Manfio comprehends more than one houfe, 
for in the fame book mention is made of a 
perfon having three manfions in Snotingham^^ 
i. e. Nottingham in which were eleven houfes, 

Portland fignifies Borough land; a carru- 
ate i3 as much arable land as a plough cqvW 
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till in a ye^r, comipiated su: 60, 80^ 100, 1 12^ 
160 or 180 acres, differing according ta 
pkce and jtime, 

Eiao^geld Was a .tax paid by the Saxoa 
kings to the Danes to keep them from invade 
ing us. (d) . 

Thd leafl: voltin*^ of Domcfday book con- 
tains the furvey of Effcx, Norfolk and Suf- 
' folk. {See pag« i^o.) 

Simeon -of Durhaiia feys thiat die conqtaeror 
took an accoiiiit of all the cafti that every 
man had, and the Saxon ch^onicl^ fays thai^ 
there was not an ox, co^^ nor hog> but 
what was in the appraifement> yet fays Brady 
as this furvey louas intended to give the king 
an account only of his oM^n lands and tihofef 
of his head tenants^ many towns and villages 
which were held by under tenants were omit* 
ted, for there were a great many towns and 
cities of note ^hich .are not mentioned at alL- 

It appears on the toWer roll that in 1274 
t)er verNedidtum dtfodeciuiTfi iTiinorum ville de' 
Stanford (rotulo hundred Lincoln) quod iht 
fuerunt duodecium qui vocantur Legemani^ 
qui fic vocabanturj quia ab antiquo fuerunt 
judices l^um in eadem villa, here they arcf 
written Legemen not Lagemen^ 

Ldand fays that *^ Stamford" was privilege 
,ed in ^the days of Edward IV. for a borough ai^ 
concerning a jJace^in parliament, and ^ 
much privilege has been given to itfavingfri^ 
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vilege for treafoh, as hath been given perhaps 
to any town in England," 

Edward the fourth in the firft year of his 
reign. Anno Dom. 1461. by his charter, di- 
rected to George Chapman, the firft incorpo- 
rate alderman, and others, both of the upper 
and lower bench, then called the comburgef- 
Ics and capital-burgefles' (being then the firft 
and fecond twelve, as they are more particu- 
larly named in the faid charter* but fince in- 
larged by a later charter, to the alderman ahd 
twelve combufgeflts, and to the number of 
twenty-four capital burgefles) did incorporate 
the faid town, both in name ahd deed, by the 
name of the alderman and burgefles of Stam- 
ford ; and thereby gaVe, or rather confirmed 
unto the fame, many great and profitable 
^riviledges. As, to be freed from the fhe- 
riffs' jurifdiftion j and from being put on in- 
quefts out of the town ; to have the return of 
all writs 5 to be freed from all lords lieutenants; 
Or their deputies, in refpedl of taking of tnuf- 
ters, as touching the militia of the faid town; 
making the alderman for the time being the 
king's immediate lieutenant within his fiber- 
ties and jurifdiftion ; and to be, within the 
fame, the fecond man in the kingdom. To 
have one, or more, mace, or maces, of gold 
or filver, at his choice, to be carried before 
him, for his greater honour and dignity. And 
to have a common feal at arms. 
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And the king alfo granted to the town fur- 
ther to do and execute within the fame and 
liberties thereof, ut ab antiquo ufi fuerunt, as 
of antient time they had beea accuftomed; 
which niakes it evident that this charter is but 
a new confirmation of more antient privileges. 

But our antient immunities appear no o- 
therwife, than fcatteringly here and there, 
upon the tower roll ; little better than met-e 
cir^umftances, yet pregnant evidences, of 
more antient priviledges. So that, at ths 
day, wc can fhew none, under any authentic 
warrant, beyond the firft year of the reign of 
K. Edward the IV. But, fince the obtaining 
of this firft charter, the fame hath been con- 
firmed by divers infpeximufes from all the 
fucceeding kings and queens that have been 
fovcreigns to the time of King Charles, 
and divers new grants added, as the 
Monday-market, the three fairs of Shnon 
and Jude, Green-goofe fair, and St. James's 
fair. The town having formerly but the 
Friday market and the great Mid-lent Mart, 
the profits of which only belong to the lord, 
but thefe latter to the corporation. By a later 
infpeximus, there was granted to the aldermaa 
and burgefles, to hold a court of pleas of all 
aftions real, perfonal, or mixt, to the value 
of 40I. And to hold fefliohs and goal deli- 
very for all criminal aflions perpetrated and 
done within the libcrtyj high treafon and 
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jpetit treafon only excepted; By- the firft 
charter of Edward the faurtli, the alderman 
land burgeffes may purchafe lands ; file and be 
(ued, by the name of the alderman and bur- 
geifes ; and have granted unto them all fines 
jand forfeitures in fcflions, and the goods of 
Outlaws and felons; And befides thefe, 
many other iramiuiities^ lio no purpofe her^ 
to be related. 

Tfek town hath (as rtlahy other antient bo- 
roughs o^ England hare) a^^wer to fend lip 
two burgefles to every parliamtot; (e) 

' This lels body hath a power witfiin them- 
felves, in their common hall affembledi to 
make laws for their own peculiar and propei^ 
government; the faid.aflembly being a litde 
cxjurt of parliament j if it be lawful for nle to 
tompare fmall things with greats for here the 
maycwr reprefents the perfon -of the king ; 
his brethren the aldermen fit round about 
Kim as fb many peers of the Upper houfej 
the capital burgefles ^e the reprefentativc 
body of the whole town, and in their place 
i-eprefent the lower hoiife of parliament; 
the recorder, being the mouth of the courts 
felodi reprefent the fpeaker; the town-derk| 
ihc regilter or clerk of the fame ; the macc- 
bcarer, the ferjeant at arms j and the goaler, 
feeing Jthe arrefting feijeant in the liberty, the 
iknight of the black rod< 
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The foliowmg is a lift of the chief magif- 
trates taken from a very antient roll which 
once peached higher, for it appears from thfi 
holes of the needle plainly feen that there had 
been another toll formerly ftitched on it's 
top; the fecond and eighth Aldermen have 
the word JBis at the end of their names, which 
fliews that this was their fecond aldermanfhip^ 
though their firft is hot to be feeri in this rolI> 
whole firft fixty names were probably copied 
from fome old Town-book now loft which 
had been written in Latin, as appears fronm 
the word John being written Johani The 
firft alderman \ nieet with is 

1338 Thoinas de Ravell 

JEdWatd Styandtby 
WilKAm Styaadeby 
1 Woo. de Styandeby 
'373 1 Jo de la Panicric 

1376 John Browh 

1377 John Brown 

, So that Mr. JSiitcher was miftakeh in call- 
ing the firft fixty the Aldermen of the Gild^ 
for there were feveral gilds or fraternities at 
Stamford which belonged to different church- 
es, biit thefe had nothing to do with the 
government of the to\(rn, befides thele fixty 
are in the roll called Alderiiien of Stondfordi 
Henry IV, began his reign September 29^ 
1399, and in 1401, the third year of his 
reign was 

GarvM Wykcs, /r/? JUerma»afStoH/i/ord. 

P 
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Mr. Peck fuppofes that this Wykes was 
firft aldehnan by thiis charter of Henry's, for 
that there Were Aldermen before him appears 
from what has been above faid; 
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4.02 
403 
404 
40c 
406 
407 
408 

409 
410 
411 
412 

^13 
414 

416 

4»7 
418 

419 

420 
421 
422 

423 

424 

425 
426 

427 

428 
429 



Garvis Wykcs 
Stephen Maxey,bl8. 
Robart Lockefmith 
Johan Standby 
Thomas Storme 
Thomas Splcer 
Raphe Harwood 
Johan PalfreemaUy 

bis. 
Raphe Browne 
Johan Stacy 
Alexander Haine 
Robart Lockfmith 
Thomas Ba(Tec 
Johan Brownfe^ dra- 
per 
William Lockfmyth 
Johan Stonbe 
Johan Palfreeman 
Alexander Marcer 
Johan A)lcocke 
Andrew Draper 
Thomas BafTet 
Johan Browne, dra- 
per 
Thomas Raffe 
Thomas Spicer 
Johan Palfreeman 
Johan Whitefade 
Johan Browne, dra- 
per 
Robert Bendbore 
Thomas BaiTec 



1430 Thohias Spicer 

1431 Johaii Longe 

1432 Johan Page 

1433 Richard Lee 

1434 Laurans Melton 

1435 William Browne i. 
iil.36 William Marwood 

1437 Richard Lee 

1438 Lawrans Melton 

1439 William Morwood 

1440 Richard Lee 2. 

1 44 1 Robert Browne^ 

glover 

1442 William Storton 

1443 Thomas Bulkfaye 

1444 William Browne 

1445 Johan Page 

1446 Richard Lee 

1447 Laorance Melton 

1448 Johan Browne 

1449 William Browne z; 

1450 William Storton 

1451 Richard Blogwin 

1452 Thomas Gregory 

1453 Johan Browne (f) 

1454 Laurance Melton 

1455 Johan Gregory 

1456 Johan Page 

1457 William Hickame 

1458 William Storton 

1459 Thomas Gregory 

1460 William Browne 



_.I 



■'4 



_ \ 



f 

aldermen of this Borough and 
,rd IV. in the firft Year of his 
i^ild in this Town, was made 
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Several inhabitants of this town having 
exprefled their wifhes for copies of the large 
Table fixed at the fouth end of the town-hall 
I have therefore here printed it in the fame 
form it now appears, which 1 hope will be 
a means of preferving the contents to pofter- 
ky, as in a €cw more years it will not he 
kgible, except it is retouched. 

In 1663 iCtng Charles II. (r) made Stam- 
ford a Mayor (s) Town, granting a new 
Charter with additional privileges, confmn-* 
ing all former ones. 

Hovenden fays that Alderman is in £ng^ 
lifti what Senior is in Latin ; thofe whom the 
Homans called Senators the Saxons called! 
Aldcmien. In the abby of Ramfay is an 
infcription of one Alwin, who Was a relation 
of king Edgai" and Alderman of all England, 
who built the laid abby. fr) 

We have yet, fays Mr. reck at Stamford, 
and formerly I believe in St. Martin's^ a cuf- 
tom .called Borough Englifh, which is that 
of the youngeft fon inheriting the lands and 
tenements his father was pofleffed of if he died 
withput making a will, the reafon of which> 
fays Littleton^ is becatife they were fuppofcd 
the Icafl: able to provide for themfelves. (u) 

But Plot thinks it to be owing to an did 
cuftom whereby the lords of fuch manors had 
a ri^ht to lie with the bride on h^r wedding 
nig^t, diercfore tke eklcft (:iti being prefum^ 
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cd to be the lord's, they fettled their eftates 
on the youngeft, which praftice at length 
grew into a cuftom, and, continues he, Eu^ 
genius king of Scotland granted this right to 
thejords of the manors there; hnt .Malcolm, 
. another of their kings aboKfhed it for a fine 
to the lord called marcheta; it prevailed 
alfo in Guernfey and Ireland, in which lafl: 
place it was csdled lomempy. 

But, fays Mr. Peck, though the eldeft fon 
might with fome fhew of reafon be excluded, 
yet why fliould the youngeft be preferred to 
all his other brethren, fuppofing him to have 
had more than one, therefore, fays Ihe, as 
Stamford was a trading town, I imagine that 
^he eld^ fons were either fet up. or had their 
portions during their fathers' lives. 

It leems from Brafton that this cdftom of 
lying with the bride fpread a31 over Eng- 
land, (v) 

In an antient record it appears that Wm. 
, Maynard of Heurft in BerkOiire paid the ab- 
bot of Abingdon maujiitagium et mar- 
CHETA for bis daughter and lifter. 

Both Borough finglifh and Gavd kind(w) 
being Saxon cu'ftoms, the latter now confined 
to Kent, were introduced^ as Peck thinks,^ 
byHengift who had lands both in lincoln- 
(hire and Kcnt^ 

NOTES 
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NOTES on Chapter VII. 



(a) a Borough is a corpqrate town fending Qieinl:;* 
^rs to parliament^ hut notwithflaDding they are faid tp 
be corporate^ they are equally boroughs whether in- 
f:orporate or not, there being a great number not in- 
corporated, and on the contrary there are feveral cor- 
porations that are not boroughs, as Kingston f Dfai, 
Kendal f l^c. 

In England siTid Wales are 215 boroughs, Including 
cities and cinque-ports. i 

Hume iays that the pradiice of creating corporations 
legan in France, 

When the feuds^l fyftem was in it's vigQur, or rather 
in it's rigour, doubtlefs corporations were of gre^t 
benefit to the inhabitants, as they in fbme meafurje 
Emancipated' them from the gripe of the barons, and 
gifted them into a little degree of importance, for the 
natives were no part of (he feudal fociety, but yet were 
fabje£t to be taxed at th^ lord's will. 

Their lands and houfes were allodial (i. e. not fub- 
jefled to fervices of the lord) and the barens for the 
benefit of commerce permitted the alienation of them> 
that creditors might have fome fort of fecurity for their 
debts ; but this alienation in other places was not per- 
mitted^ i<ft the power of thefc barons was fo great ovpk 
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their tenants, that the exprefHon of a man taking up 
his freedom. King thinks, arofefrom his b^ing by this 
sk&. freed from the dependance and opprelHon of thefe 
great loi'ds. 

Feadal right, fays Voltain^ is not a natural right. 
It being no more than a preten^on to land cultivated 
by another, but not the pofleiTton of the land we cuU 
tiyate ourfelves. 

But fince th^ very relicks of this arbitrary fy(lein 
w^re fwept away in thp reign of C^atles II. what baron 
Waltnode fays of the corporations in Flanders, may now 
\ believe be applied tp every one in Great Britain^ viz. 
•* The internal mifchiefs refulting from freedoms of 
corporate towns, by cramping the workmen, are 
very prejudicial to induftry in all thefe provinces.** 

{B)Herfpts then Signified tributes given by the tenant 
to the lord for his better preparation towards war, bi^c 
afterwards it fignified the bed cattle he had when he 
died which the fame lord claimed* 

(c) A fjunipttr horfe is one that c^rrie^ necciTaries. 
for a journey. 

(d) Dane Geld began in 1007 and ended in Stephcn'^s^ 
reign. 

(e) The following account of our Parliamentary 
Reprefentatives is taken from Prynne^s Bre<viu Parlia- 
ffuntaria and Willises ffotitia Parliament^ria ; the read- 
er ihould be apprized that from 1478 to 1542 the writ^ 
neither of OMr. own nor apy other members are to be 
found, and that Stam/ord mzde no return of members 
fronpi 1521 to 1359. 

In 1653 the county members only 'were returned, 
aivd in 1661, the parliament fitting 17 years it fenc 
four in that time. 

IZ98 Clepiens. 
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298 Cleipens de Melcan 
Rob. de Pontefraflo 

300 Johannes del Fal 
Will, de Doundale 

301 Johannes Lefiall 
Rogenis de Ring 

321 Euftachitts Mai* 
herbe (1) 

Hugo Thirfby 
9 Johannes de Melden 

Hugo de Alveton 
2 Richard us Forfter 

Johan. Moredopk 
2 Henry Lkcy 

John All^n 
7 Williani Cecil 

John Allen 

2 Anthony Cock 
Robert Lacy 

3 Thomas Hcheage 
John Allen 

4 Rowland 2>ttrant 
John Allen 

4 John Fentofi 
Henry Ley 

5 Francis Yakefley 
Francis Thorney 

7 John Houghton 
Francis Thorney 

8 John Houghton 
William Cook 

563 Thomas Cecil 
Francis Thorney 

1 Thomas Cecil (2) 
Michael Lewes 

2 Thomas Cecil 
Francis Harrington I 



3 
H 
S 
S 
5 
S 
5 

15 
5 
5 
5 



IS 

»5 



1585 
1586 

1588 

1592 

»597 
1601 

1603 

1614 

1620 

1623 



1625 
1625 
1628 
1640 
1640 



165^ 
1566 
1658 



Robert Wingfield 
George Lynne 
Robert Wingfield 
William Cecil (3) 
Robert Wihgfield 
William Cecil 
Robert Wingfield 
Nicholas Shute 
Robert Wingfie|d 
iThomas Balguy 
Robert Wingfield 
Edward Watfon 
Sir Rob. Wingfiel4 
Henry Hall 
Richard Cecil (4) 
John Jay 
Richard Cecil 
John Wingfield 
John St. Amend 
Sir George Goring| 

(in fwhofe place) 
Edward Ayfcough 
John St. Amana 
Montague Bertie 
Brian Palmer 
Montague Bertie 
Sir Thomas Hatton 
Sir Edward Bach 
Sir Thomas Hattoi^ 
Thomas Hatcher 
Geoffrey Palmer 
Thomas Hatcher 
(in nuhofe place ) 

ohn Weaver 

ohn Weaver 

ohn Weaver 

ohn Weaver 
Chrift. Clapl;aa| 



\ 
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1^61 



1678 

1^79 
1681 

1685 

)688 
J 690 

169s 
1698 

1700 

1701 

1702 

1 70s 

17^7 
1708 



Fr. Wingficld only 
William Scaftord 
William MoAtagae 
Peregrine JBertie 
Charles Bertie 
3ir Richard Cuft, 

Baronet 
William Hyde 
Sir Richard CuH^ 

Baronet 
William Hyde 
Sir Richard Cull, 

Baronet 
William Hyde 
Peregrine Bertie 
Charles Bertie 
Charles Bertie 
William Hide 
Charles Bertie 
P)iilip Bertie 
Charles Bertie 
Philip Bertie 
William Cecil (5) 
Charles Bertie 
William Cecil 
Charles Bertie 
William Cecil 
Charles Bertie 
WiUiax^ Cecil 
Charles Bertie 
Charles Cecil (fij 
Charles Bertie 
Charles Qecil 
Charles Bertie 
Charles Cecil 
Charles Bertie 



1710 Charles Cepil 

Charles Rsftie (^/W 
Charles Bertfe 

1713 tZiHirles Cecil 
Charges Bertie 

1714 Charles Cecil 
Charles Bertie 

1722 Browntow Cacil,^/ 
f a pier) 

William r^oel 

Charles Bertie 
1717 Williain'Noet 

Robert Shirley 
1734 Williaq, Noel (9 

John Proby 
1741 William Noel 

John Proby 
1 747 Robert Barbor 

John Proby 
17J4 Robert Barbor 

John Thurlby 
1761 Jahn Chaplin 

Bridgvs Brtidenell 

1769 Sir Qeofge HoWf 

ard, K. B^ 

* George Aufree 

1774 Sir George How^ 

ard| K. B. 

Henry Cecil fy 

Sir George How- 



1780 



1784 



ard, K. B* 



Henry Cecil 
Sir George Howb- 
^rdy £• B^ 
Henry Cecil 



{^ Tkc If Otis to tbi References in this and the precedii^ 
ftige an in tki ;i8ch^ 
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(i) This was probably him who was buried in the 
Free School* (See page 86) 

2) He was the eldeft fon of tl^e Treafurcr, and wan 
the firli Earl of fixetetF. 

3) He was the eldeft fon of Tbom^s Cecil and w^s 
afterwards Earl of £;r//fr. 

4) He was fecond fon to Thomas Earl oi Exeter , and 
the anceftor tp the prefent Earl. 

5) He was fecond fon oijobn the fifth earl of Exe-' 
Or and brother to Jokl^ the fixth ^arl. 

6) He was yoanger brother to William. 

7) He was the father of the prefect Earl, and waf 
tbe eighth earl of Exetir* 

8) In this year was the laft contefted eleftion, when 
^r. Gufi was the nnfaccefsful candidate. 

9) He is I^ephew to the prefent Earl. 

The firft writ of fammons to parliament was in 
I fl04» they were held in an open field fo late as king 
yobn*s reign, witnefs his parliament at Runnimetfi 
near Staines ; they were triennial from the reign of 
Edf-Mard III, but in 1694 they were made fo by an afl 
<)f parliamenty yet in 1716 becaufe the nation uas ra** 
' ther in an unfettled (late on account of the rebellion 
the year before, this ferved the members for a plea to 
jr,epeal thisa£l and frame another to make them endure 
fcven years, and very thankful ought we to be that 
they did not make them of twenty years duration, 
iince they certainly i^ad the fame right fo to do. 

In 1745 ^ motion was made to make them annual 
which was negatived hy a mijority of thirty two, bat 
qf late years the majority againft fhortening them 
has been confiderably encreafed, and in all probabi- 
lity will never be diminiOied to thirty-two again^ 
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(f) This yolbtt Browne I believe was he who built 
jili Saints* fteeple, fee page 103, and fFilliam Bro*wne 
alderman was probably the perfon who built the hof-, 
pital hear the market crofs, fee page 65. 

(g) Alderman AVi^il^m was the man who gilded tl^e 
f oof of the choir in St. Marfs church, 

(h) Nicholat B illy/dine' s wife's epitaph is in St. 
yoi&«'/ church. (See page 1 16.) 

(1) This alderman Ratcliffe was the perfon who 
founded the Free School. 

(k) This David Cecil was grandfather to the firft' 
lord BurgbJey and is buried in St. George*s church. 
(Seepage 102.) 

(l) This John Haughton built the old Town HaH, 
and was one of our reprefehtatives in parliament^ 
Bee the lift of members. So were John Allen , Henry 
Ley^ John Fenton^ Henry Lacey, aldermen, and Charles 
Bertie th2Ly or, 

(m) This John Langton I imagine to be the perfon 
who painted the eaft window in* St. George* s church. 
(See page loi.) 

(n) This Mr. Fea/i was the man who rendered the 
river navigable. 

(o) In the. mayoralty of Mr. Seaton^ Mr. Sno*iA> be- 
ing recorder, the body corporate exerting their pow- 
^r of life and death judicially condemned a woman 
named CaJJandra King for a burglary at Wothorpe. 

I have heard antient perfons fay that (he was far more 
vneafy about her future ftate than the manner of her 
cleath, and giving up \itxit\i to defpair was frequently 
yiiited by the Rev. Mr. Forfier, and that after having 
In vain tried all means of comfort, as a proof of what 
he urged, he bid her wi(h for any thing flie chufed, to 
fee if it Was not granted, when ihe wi Jhed that it 
might be a fine day on her execution, and though the 
weather had been very unfettled it fell out according 
p her wiih. 

I own that this propofal of Mr. Forfter does not ap« 
pear credible, unlefs he bad the power of workii^g 
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miraclet, which it what I never heard of, and ic is as 
jfxUAOfdukajy that a perfon fhould b^ uied h^re ibr a 
felony committed in another cuuntjr. 

Her body vk^s boried in the |iortJi**e||(l comfr of St. 
MicbafVt church-yard, near the voom in which the 
fire«engines are kept. 

It was generaHy thought that her feotence was too 
ievere, and indeed 4^ there arp 160 capital felonies ia 
the laws of Engkuul political writers judge them too 
irogBinary, however* that for murder h oertaii^y not 
iot for an iutuceut perfon is fometimes bArbaroufly 
butchered and is fome hours, or even dayi, in dying, 
involving perhapt a wretched family in long tliftrefs, 
and yet the g^il$jf one only fufier^ a momentary death, 
not nearly io painful as that which Nature would have 
inflifted had he been let alone. 

Here is undoubtedly po fort of comparifon neither 
l^etween the fufferings nor thof^ who fuffer, and by 
what I can learn, mMrders are pot nearly fo frequent 
on the continent where a feverer mode of punilhment 
has been adopted^ indeed the aocoupt of thean in the 
papers arefo frequent that they would be a diigraceta 
finy civiliApd Hate and ftrongl^ urge the enfbrcemeat of 
ibme preventative. 

(?) In the mayoralty of Mr. Mrask^s the Pr^jfyteri* 
^ns* chapel was deftroyed by a mob on the day of &• 
JamisU Smt^ fee alfo page 35. 

(<^) This WMmm CsciiwMthe tKird fon of 7«Ai| 
iixth earl of £x€i,er^ and uncle to the prefentearl : he 
dicdyoi^ngin 1727. 

(a) This doughty monavch Qbarle^lU neXumed the 
charters of a gr^at number at corporation^ that in re- 
ftoring than he might influence them in the nomioa* 
nation of their representatives in parliament | iat this 
lefteration was th^ looked >uf>oa as a ikgMl mark 

of royal clemency* 

This prince wIk) was fecretly a papift had an incli- 
nation equal to that of his father for ruling arbitsarily 
and had hepoiTefled his ftca^in^fs would probably bav^ 



ftccceded better than hinii as his good nature and af- 
fability made him better beloved, but lie was luckily 
oppoifed by a reitiarkable indolence of difpofition^ 
however the Hnieds Corf as adl Was a fpafk (truck out 
lit Im dtffk rei^* 

Fora ptrlbft leadinp the Eaglifi hiftory it is eattrenc* 
]y difagreeable to fina fo few monardu who have filled 
the throne wocthily, and when he reflects that princes 
know that they muft be the prominent figure in ever/ 
hin^ory of their nation, that is written and read by po(- 
teiity, it af!onifiies that thiji thought alonl^ does not 
make them btirn with cmnlation to excd their prede-^ 
cefTors which God kiiows is eafily done. 

In Buglanity from the liberty of the pfefs onIy# th<^ 
fenfe of the people cannot be kept from the fovereign^ 
for how much foever minifterial writers may defpiie 
them they are pretty good judges of good or bad go- 
vernment and tWf own intcre(U^ and (if left to them- 
felves) are I believe never wrong for any length dt 
time, but had the parlimentary reform fucceed^ this 
alone would have (bed a great Itifire over the preient 
reign^ and Aade ample amends for the atulfion of 
Anurica, 

(s) Authors difiFer about the derivation of the word 
mayoc^ iomt 4eiive it ffon Af^r a HtBrenu word for 
Tordy others fay that it was afttiently written kbir boat 
the Brkijh wQtd MixHr to keep, lome again bring it 
from Mn^r a chief peribn, but the author of a psttii# 
phlet entitled. The nvaj to tbimif fy nnordt and/6w&rJb 
hy thinjrst fays that both it and the mace are deduced 
from Ma^i becaefe in this month oor anceftors ufed td 
hold an anniverfary judicial affembly, in which they 
puntihed de{la({uent8, and that iq this aflembly thef 
erefled a column or fiandard of juftice called the co* 
Itimn of Msijf that this was the origin of the Maj pole^ 
The mayor of the palace in trana was the fecond 
man in the kingdom, one of them named Fifin fixed 
the cpowtt in hts family where it rtmatned two irunM 
drfd and thirty-five yean* 
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(t) The governors of counties were by our Saxt 
unctftoTs cHledEali/ormin i thefe C^ere afterwards 
the Datus and Normans called Earls. 

The word Conftable is derived from C^mis StaUl^ 
i; e. Mafter of the Horfe^ a pbrfon once of great con- 
fequence iu the kiogdom, 

(u) Notwithdanding this poiBtive aflertion of MrJ 
Peckt I cuuld never learn that any younger fbn in 
Stamford Q\dAmtd his paternal eftate by the ciiftom oE 
Borough Englijb^ nor do I imagine that it ever will be 
claimed by any for want of a precedeht, iince what is 
lead of it in books is only like hearfay evidence, whicli 
Woold be of no avail in a court of judicataro,; perhaps 
the record of this cullom was deilroyed with the other 
irecords of the town. 

It was called Borough Engiijb in con trad liElioh to the 
Norman cuftom which at length prevailed almoft ievery 
where. 

It is faid to remain at ^t afford^ Edmonton^ and part 
*ef RichwMuJf but at Bray in Berkfl?ire\ when there 
are no ions, the elded daughter .fucceeds to the eilate. 

In a treatife entitled Aa IntroduSion to the kno^Udgt 
uftbt Laws andConftitution of England printed in 1 764; 
it is faid that the cuftom of Brorough EngliJb goes with 
the land although then be a de*vife to the coutrkry and 
Len/itn it quoted for it. 

(v) "Blaekjlone fays he could not learn that this cuck* 
biding cuftom called Delihation ever prevailed in Eng'- 
iaudi yet the fine called Marcbet ftill remains in the 
manor of Dinevor in Carmarthenjhire^ and that of 
fiuibb in Radnorjbire ; in the former every teni&nt; at 
*the marriage of his daughter, pays ten fhillings to the 
lord of the manor, in the latter fix (hillings and eight- 
^nce, the Welch call this £ne Gwahr Mtrchedy i; e; 
H maid^ fee* 



(w) Tho* Gavelkind be a Saxon word yet the cuftom 
[ * was Britijb and did not, fays Somner^ as is common!/ 
'^ imagined take it's name from Gi*ve aUkindred^ but Upv^ 
the word Ga'vel a tribute or cuftomary rent^ and kindp 
jg^ forr, he alfo fays that Gavd kind lands were not de« 
>c vifable before Hmrj VIIL 
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CHAPTER Vllt* 



Conations. 

^71 1 ILLI AM eal-1 Wairen in the time 
V V of king Johil gave to this totv^n a 
Place of Burial containing Five Acres with- 
out the eaft gate of Stamford, to bilry the 
bodies of excommunicated perfons, and to 
build there a Chapel and Houfe for poof 
JBrethi^n. 

Upon the incorporating of this town king 
Edward IV. gave the lands of Gowen Soiith- 
tropci being a fhopj thirty acres of land^ 
three acres of meadow, and four acres of paf- 
ture, i^^hich were confifcated to the croWn iii 
the time of Edward, to the aldermen and 
fcurKfles for ever. 

William RatclifFe efquire^ having been al- 
derman of Starhford four times, in 1430 gave 
all his mefluages, lands, and tenements in 
iStamford, for the perpetual maintenance of a 



I 
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Free Grammar. School, which were let out 
upon leafe for abotit 6ol. a year j* {q that the 
clear yearly allowance to the matter was 40L 
and to the iiiher 2bl. paid quarterly in moneyl 
The matter hath a hoiife to dweU in which 
was rebuilt by fubfcriptions from neighbour- 
ing gentlemen and the corporation ttbck, and 
is fit to receive gentlembt]t's fons of any dif- 
tinftion : it was built in compliment to the 
Rev. Mr. IJanncs the matter, of whole mer^ 
its the Corporation had the greatett opimon.(B) 
For the augmentation of the fchoolmatter's 
ttipend William Cecil lord Burleigh gave 4L 
per annum for ever, iffuing out of .a depopu- 
lated town near Stamford called Pickworth, 
but the inhabitants have refufed paying it. 

King Edward VI. gave the lands ahd ten- 
ements, forgierly belQhging to the diffolved 
Gild or Fraternity of Corpus, Chritti in Stam- 
ford, to the chief magiftrate . and burgeffes 
gnd their fucceflbrs for ever, which bring in 
upwards of 170I. per annum, be4ng th^ 
greatett and chiefett revenue the town hath in. 
lands, (c) 

In the year 1561 Mrs. Jane. Cecil widow, 
leaded and paved the Friday Market Crofs 
at her own cott ; . and in 1588, by will gave 
50I. to be lent out for ever without intereft 

. • The Schoolmaftcr's income is muchT increased — 
For a further account fee the Pn/ent State. 
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to poor tradefmcn and artificers in Stamford 
and Stamford Baron, to be difpofed of by 
certain feoffees nominated in her will. j 

In 1 570 the north end of the town bridge 
being borne down by a great flbod, was re- 
built by William Cedl then lord Burleigh. 

Francis Trigg, clerk, iri 1588, gave 4I. 
per annum for ever, td buy barley to 
makfc bread for the poor of Staittfofrd, and 
the fame is diftributed the firft and fecoiid 
Monday in Lent by the mayor, and warden 
of Browne's hofpital for the time being ; the 
money aforefaid i^ paid out of that houfe j 
which was called the Nag's Hfead. J j 

George Trigg, gehtleman, in 1586, gave > 
4D0I. to be lent out for ever upon good fecu- 
rity, to poor traddmen, XVithout intereft. 

In 1604 Richard Snowden tlerk, and min- 
ifter of St. John's in Stamford; by his laft 
will gave certain lands and tenements for ever, 
after the deceafe of his wife, for feven poor 
widows of the age of fixty and upwards, the 
profits whereof afford each widow feven pence 
a week and a houfe to dwell in> and the chief 



t Mr. kicbard Davies porcbafcd tlie eftatc fubjeft 
to the payment of this 4I. The mayor and warden 
have a right to demand the ufe of a room in this houfe 
dcirihg the time of difiribating the above donation. 
It is now given to the poor in breads as more ac- 
ceptable. 



magiftrate for the time being hath the power 
of placing thein as any vacancy happens. 

Jane Kilby, late of Stannford, widow, the 
fame year gave by will 81i for ever to be put 
to intereft, and the profits thereof to be for 
the life of the poor of Stamford. 

Sir Robert Wingfield, late of Upton iii 
tjie county of Northampton, being one of 
the Comburgefles in Stamford, and likewifc 
the town's reprefentative in parliament, in 
the fame yeat obtained of king James the par- 
don and remittance of ^ two Fifteenths for 
Stamford and Stamfotd-Barori- amounting to 
the fum of 84I. 8s. 4d. 

The fame Sir R. Wingfield in 1664, ob- 
tained a remittance of (he faidking James for 
Stamford and Stamford-Baron, of fix entire 
Fifteenths, amounting to the fum of 254I. 6s. 

In 160^ the right honourable Thomas 
firft eaf-l ofExeter gave a perpetual anhuity of 
41I. IS. 8d; per annum, ifluing out of cer- 
tain lands in the manor of Deeping in Lin- 
colnfliire for jjutting pobi* children ap;f)rent- 
ifces fuch as mould be born in Stamford, and 
toward other charitable ilfes. The tovfh alfo 
often received from him particular favours. 

Hugh AUington, late of Tiriwell, - in the 
county of Rudand, efq 5 by will gave 40I. 
for ever,, to be lent t6 poor artificers in Stam- 
ford and Stamford Baron, without intcreft^ 
by certain feoffees harmed in his wilL 
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!lfle was a forward and firm fupporter of th^ 
town liberties and immunities, and a great 
adverfary to the diftyrbcrs of the fame. 

Henry Noel efcj ; gave a haqdfome Fire- 
Engine for the ufe of die toyfrn. 

Lady Jane Thorold gave a Clofe adjoin- 
ing StamfordrBaron, the yearly income of 
which to be diftrilmted^ half to the poor of 
Stamford, and the other half to Stamfbrd- 
Baron. 

Edward Curtis alderman, in 1^93 by will 
gave 20I. for ever, the intereft of which was 
to buy coals for the ufe of the poor of Stam- 
ford. 

Mrs. Safah Kipg gave li^ewife lol. for the 
fame ufe. 

Richard Warwick aldermatn gave by will 
'30I. to the corporation for ever, the intereft 
of which to be diftriby ted weekly in bread to 
the poor of Stamford. 

Charles Bertie fen, efq; amongft feveral 
benefaftions to this corporation, gave a large 
Silver Mace gilt, no yiray inferior to the lorc^ 
chancellor's, and a Silver Pu,nch-Bdwl, with 
a Cover to it handlbmely gilt, holding five 
gallons ; it hath a Latin ihfcription around 
it to this purport, 

Charles Bertie, brother of Robert, fon of Monta- 
gue, a defcendant of the earjs of Lindfey, hereditary 
^ord Chamberlains of England, who was twice chofen 
^o reprcfcnt this borough of Suinford in parliament. 
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viz. in 1678 and 16859 in both which years Daniel 
Wigoaore was Mayor ot the faid borough. 

Gracefully prefents and dedicates, to the faid Daniel 
Wigmore the prefent Mayor, § and his Aicceflbars for 
ever, this Bowl, in which the inhabitants of Stamford 
may commemorate both their allegiance towards the 
kings of Great Britain, and alfo the ffiendihip which 
the Berti^ family had for ^hen>. 

In the year of our Lord 1685. 

The Latin infcription on the Mace J nqay 
thus rendered : 

The gift of the noble Charles Bertie, fon of Monta- 
gue earl of Lindfey, who prefented this antient bo- 
rough of Stamford (by whofe favour he now has a feat 
in parliament to reprefent the faid borough) with this 
official mark of Mayoralty to be for ever borne as a 
token of his regard. 

In the Mayoralty of Daniel Wigmore and the year 
of our liOrd 1678. 

§ The chief officer of London under the Saxon? 
was the Portgrave, but the Normans having by con- 
queft reduced the Engliih, they were in all things 
forced to fubmit to the conqueror, >vherefore the ap- 
pellation of Portj^raye was forced to make way for the 
exotic one of Mayor^ wherewith the chief magiflratq 
of the city of Roan the capital of Normandy was then 
dignified. 

X The form of a Mace is derived from the May- 
pole, the arches of which fpripg from the circlet and 
meeting together at the mound or round ball, refemblq 
the garland neceifarily fo formed to fufpend it on the 
top of the pole. See page 221. 

Maying is one of the moft aniient cuftoms we have ; 
in the time of Henry VIII. it was general, for that king 
hi nffelf accompanied by his queen Catharine with ma* 
ny lords and ladies rode a Maying from Greenwich to 
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This gendeman was endow'd with extra- ^ 
ordinary parts, ai^d very early qualified him- 



the high ground on Shooter's hill, where as they paiT- 
ed along they faw a company of tall yeomen, cloathed 
all in green, with greeii' hoods, and with hows and 
arrows to the number of two hundred ; one, being 
their chieftaiiv was called Rohin Hoody who defined the 
king and all his comptiny to flay to fee his men fhoot, 
itvhich the kingT confented to, and, then Rbhin HoU 
litrhiflling, all tne two hundred archers ihot dfFatonce, 
^nd when he whiflled againf they likfewife (hot again. 
Their arrows were fo contrived in the head^ of them, 
that they all whiflled when fhot oiF, fo that' the noife 
was flrange and loud which greatly delighted the lung 
and his company. 

Moreover he deiired the king, queen and his retinae 
to enter the green wood, where in arbours ideckedwith 
flowers they were fet and ferved plentifully with veni- 
fon and wine by Robin Hood and his Men to their great 
fatisfa£lion. 

Maces of Gold or Silver were ufed only by kings till 
Ecward III. granted the Mayor of Lbnddn that liberty, 
Which was confider^d afS a great favour, and a privi- 
lege peculiar to Lbii^don, for all orher cities and towns 
in the kingdom were, by a royal precept, exprefly 
commanded not to ufe Maces of any other metal than 
copper. — Maitland's London^ * ' 

' Mod of our innocentahd manly fports are nowdif- 
continued to the difadviantage of the common people, 
and perhaps of the nation at large, when the general 
fpread of diflipation and luxury threaten to extihgaifh 
the charadler of our boafled national bravery. 

The morofe and bigoted part of mankind, without 

diftinguifhing between the right ufe and abufe of fuch 

'* entertainments, cavil and malign at them ; yet mutt 

fuch be told they have been countenanced by the bcA 

and wifeft of flatus \ and though it cannot be denied 



( 



mStORr 4 SSAMFORIX 2%%. 

^ felf for the fervice of his country, by Ws tra- 
vels into France, Spain, Itdy, Germany, 
Holland, Flanders, Penitiark, Sweden, and 
Poland. He firffi fighalized his valow, by 
his attenJanbe on (jeorge duke of Albemarl, 
general to kmg Charles Ii; in the two great 
battles fought againft the " Duteh at fea, ia 
1666, and in 1672 waited on' his royal k^h- 
nefs the duke of York to fea; and waa 
perfonally with him, in that engagement of 
Solbay. He ferVed thirty years in parlia- 
ment, as burgefs of Stamford; wherein he 
acquitted himfelf with unfpotted reputation. 
He was fo well beloved, that he ufed com- 
monly to be called honeft Charles Bertie : and 
, when fame had a dcfigfi to leffen tljw great 
efteem, his country had for him, the great 
council of the nation honpupably: acquitted 
him. 



that they have been fometiines proftituted to the ]>ur- 
pofes of riot and debauchery, yet were we to reprobate 
every thine that has been thus abufed. Religion itfelf 
could not be retained ; perhaps we fhould be able to 
keep nothing. 

Tbe common people, confined by daily laboar, feem 
to require their ptoper intervals of relaxation* #hich 
i(s abfolutely necelTary for the better performing: the 
duties of life* and I perfectly agree with that amiable 
writer Mr. 5/fnrf in thinking that Religion mzy mix 
herfelfin the Dance, and that innocent Cbeemilneft 
is no inconfiderable part of Devotion*. ' 
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In 1702 William Chamberlia a capital 
burgeis of Stamford; gave by will 20I. the 
ijitereft of which to be diftrjbuted yearly, 37 
mongft fuch poor, as fhall liye in that houfe 
called the Callis. 

In 1 704 Mrs. Stephenfon gave a large, bi- 
ble to the* corporation, to go from mayor to 
mayor to be laid upon the cyfhion before him 
when he is at cHurch. 

Mr. John Palmer alderman, by his will 
dated December 20th 1707, gave 30I. to be 
put out, the intercft of which, to be given 
yearly to the poor of the aforefaid Callis. 

Captain John Wyldbore by will gave lol. 
to the poor of Stamford, to be difpofed of, 
as his executrix fhould think fit, who paid the 
fame into the hands of the corporation, and 
direfted the intereft thereof, to Tbe for the ufe 
of the faid Callis for ever. 

SAINT MARY'S. 

William Hickam, alderman of Stamford, 
in 1 467, at his own coft ^nd charge^ built 
(he rqof of the gilded choir on the north fide 
pf the chancel of the church ; and both he 
ftpid his wife lie byried under a fair ftone of . 
blue marble as aforefaid, in the midft of the 
jjoor of the faid choir. 

Richard Bannifter gentleman, ercfted (at 
l^s own charge) in the fouth choir a library, 
^d g^ve fome. books to the fame; and at his 
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death gave ten pounds, the intereft of which 
was yearly to be laid out in fuch books^ as 
the minifter of the parifh, Ihould judge mofl: 
yfeful. This library was repaired, and made 
exceeding neat, at the expence of Jolhua 
Blackwell efq j who hath f^rved this corpora- 
tion twice as mayor. There was a fubfcripti- 
on among fome gentlemen, in the town and 
country, annually to lay out a fum of money 
in fuch books as were valuable; when, after 
every fubfcriber had read the faid books, they 
yrere depofited in the library for the ufe of the 
publick. This was a beriefaftion every way 
worthy thofe gentlemen who were fo gener^ 
oufly difpofed : they met the firft Thurfday in 
every month, to confider what were the moft 
ufefql books to purchafc; and the earl of 
Exeter, July 7th 1726, gave as an encou- 
ragement to this defign 15I. 15s. 

Mr. John Bullock of thi^ parifli was a* 
great benefaftor to the fame in eqiploying 
the poor in knitting of jerfey. 

Mr. John Weft in 1626, citizen and but- 
cher of London, born in this parifli, gave 4I. 
to the faid parifli, the intereft of which is 
yearly to be given to the poor of the fame. 

Robert Bullock of London, furgeon, gave. 
3I. to be added to the four his uncle Johi^ 
Weft gave for the ufe of the poor, the inter- 
cjl to buy bread the fabbath before and after 
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jChiiftmas day for ever; to be diftributed i|| 
the churdi by the parifh officers. 

John Bullock of London^ butcher^ gavH 
jl. to ifnake the former ]Lip Ten, and to hA 
tUfpofed of according to the forrrrer grants.' 

The aforefaid Robert BuUock> by his deedj 
dated (the ^4th of July 1 6^s gave xa this [»<• 
jifti the fum of 50L for ever, that the poop I 
of this parifli might have 2s- 6d. weekly fori 
twenty-four ^eeks in every year; the fakfl 
twenty-four weeks to begin the fir^ Satorda|| 
after the feaft of St. Michael the archangeii 
to be diftributed in bread according to thi 
ijifcretion of the parifli officers, 

Edward Robinfoh, citizen and white-bak- 
er of London gave 1 il. 6s. 8d, yearly to this 
parifli, during the term of fixty years from 
162'g, in a leaie he had atthe^time of hi$ 
death of the inn called the White Horfe in 
Fetter-lane London, jpart of which money was 
to buy Books for the aforefaid liljrary, ancl 
the reft for repairing the qhurch. 

John Leife, one of the comburgeflfes of 
Stamford, and late inhabitant of this parifli, 
gave 20I. the jntereft whereof for repairing 
nie church. 

Mr. Greene, who lived in this parifli gave 
very liberally towards the bpilding a pulpit 
in this church, and towards a rich velvet 
doth for the fame. And to add to this good 
jw^rk Mr. John Marfhall citizen and baker 
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bf Uondon gave 3I. and Mr. Thomas Har- 
rifon citiien arid vintner of London gave 2L 
The faid Mr. Harrifbn gave likewife to thi^ 
parifh two pewter flaggons and a pewter 
piece to Be uled at the conimunion : he alfo 
gave a rich alchynny bafon to gather colledti-i 
ons in the church rdr the poor. 

There is 6s. 8d; a year paid to this church 
for the repairing the fanie, being the rent of 
a fhop ifi Stamford Baron; but who gave the 
iame is no where fpecified. 

In 1 725 Mrs. Wills of Eiton in the coun- 
ty of Rvftland gave 200I. to this church, t<^ 
procure the like fum (as augmentation to it) 
From the bounty of queen Anne. 

A L L SAINTS. 

, Mr. Marfhal citizen and white-baker of 
London, gave lol. to this parifh; the intereft' 
of which fi|n;i, to be fot the ufc of the poor 
of the fame : he alfo gave twenty marks a year 
for a weekly lefture in this church, which,, 
tho' once the faid lefture ceafed, is now, ai;id 
has conftantly for Ibme y^ars been maintained* 
Johfi Brown, merchant of the ftapk, about 
one thoufand four hundred and forty-fix at his. 
own proper cofts built the fteepk belonging toT . 
this church, being a very curious and excel- 
lent fabrlck ; likewife he built a gjrcat part of 
the church itfelf. And botH he and hw wife/ 
lie buticd in a chapel proper to his family, ori 
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the north fide of the faid church towards the 
choir, (e) 

Mr. John Dehham gave 5I. to this parifh; 
the interefl whereof, yearly to be for the ufe of 
the poor, of the fame. 

Mr; Robert Warned garc 5I, to the faid 
parifli, the intcreft to be to the ufe of' the poor 
thereof 

. William Fifher of Bourn in the county of 
Lincoln, Gent, gave 6d. a week for ever, to 
be given in breao, for the ufe of the poor of 
this parifh. ^ 

Mrs. Winifred Brown, wife and executrix 
6f John Brown of this parifh efq. gave lol the 
interefl of which fum to be to the ufe of the 
poor of this parifh. 

The lady Jane Buck gave. the fum of 20I. 
to thi^. parifh, jhe intereft of which is yearly 
to' be diftribiited to the poor of the fame. 

SAINT GEORGE'S. 

Mrs. Jane Cecil widow, mother to Willi- 
am lord Burghley, gave 15I. for ever, the 
interefi of which to be to the ufe of the poor 
of this pariih. . 

John Chirme of Stamford-Baron, Gentle- 
ihan, gave 20s. a year^ to be paid quarterly, 
t6 the poor of this' parifti,. 
, Wifliam Cave efq. who lived at the Black- 
Friary, gave 40S. a year, to provide bread 
and wine, for a' facrambnt to be adminiftrcd 
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iipon the firft Lord's day of every month in the 
year. He likewife gave 1 2d. a week for ever, 
to be diftributed to the poor in bread. 

In 1 67 1 the aforefaid William Fifher.gavc 
to this parifh 1 2d, a week for ever, tp b^ laid 
out in bread and given to the poor of the fame. 

There is belonging to this parifh 7I. per 
annum, being the rent of divers tenements in 
the fame; but I cannot learn who gave the 
fame to this church. See page 102. 

Sir Richard Cuft, gave 40s. a year for ever 
to the poor of thi? parifh 1 the hpufc called 
the Black Friaryi is afTigned for the payment 
of the fame. 

Mr. Brocklefby, by his lafl will gave gol. 
to this parifh for ever; the interefl of which 
money is yeaily to be diftributed among the 
poot of the falid parifh. 

SAINT JOHN'S. 

The aforefaid lady Buck gave 20L to this 
parifh, the intereft whereof to be yearly diftri- 
buted amongft the poor of the fame. 

There was a tenement given to the miniiler 
of this parifh, and his fuccefTors for ever, by 
Mr. George Trigge ; upon condition that the 
minifter, and his fuccefTors, fliould yearly 
diftribute to the poor, of this parifh the fum 
of2os. 

SAINT 



249 HlSrORTofSTAMFORl). 
SAINT MICHAEL'S. i 

Dr. Peter FulWood gaVe by will in 1 64a, * 
I OS. yearly to the poor of this parifli; and af- 
6gncd a certain parcel of land, containing li 
acres in Stamford fidd^ purchafed of Thomas * 
Jackfon, for the payment of the fame. 

Here have been given for the fedrice of this 
church, two large filver flaggonsi and two 
large filvei* plateis, and t^o finall ones; but 
-wh^ are the pious behefaftors, is no btherwifc 
gotffed at; than by the arms upoii the plate^ 
which are thofe i» the antient family of the 
TroUopesj to which worthy family the cor- 
^atibn tfands indebted for many dthcr in- 
Kaiic^s of charity. 

-For a Continuation ofDtgatkHs fte the Fri/ht &«/«. 
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NOTES on Chapter VIU. 



(a) This William Earl Warren was furnamed Plants 
a^enet from his mother marrying the fon of Jeffery 
Plantagenet^ father of Henry II. and is the putative 
parent of our BulUrunning. 

Since I wrote the Note concerning the Bull-running 
at Tutbury happening to look into Blount*s Tenures 
publilhed by J?^r4<iv//^ I find that a period is lately 
put to this at the recjuefl of the inhabitants to the duke 
of De'vonjbire^ bwing to the outrages committed oa 
that day ; this, I own, is a bad omen^ and ought to 
make our BuUards a little guarded in their behaviour^ 
iince no mortal can tell what defperate deeds a refolate 
magillrate may be capable of perpetrating when he i$ 
provoked. 

'fhe firft earl Warren in England^ fee page i89» 
married Gundreda daughter to the Conqueror ^ and pof- 
fefTed two hundred lordihips ; one of them in Torkjhin 
called Qonijborougb had twenty*eight towns and ham- 
jets in it's foke : his fon John granted John How/on a 
mefTuage in Wakefield on condition that he paid him. 
every year one thoufand clutters of nuts and held up a 
gauntlet firmly and (Irongly. 

(b) I have heard it urged, and I think with fome 
fhew of reafon, that the Free School would have been' 
more beneficial to the town if, inflead of Latin and 
Greek it had been founded for the purpofe of teaching 
Englijh Grammar, together with writing and accompts 

R 
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as the parents of thofe children for whom the former 
are necefTary* are not only mach fewer, bat alfo much 
abler to bear the expence of their education than the }[ 
paisnti of thoie for whom the latter only afc aaceflkfy. 

But a perfed knowled|;e of the Mnfllijb language i! 
far more difficult than is generally imagined, there 
bei|f| fc/Crcely apy of our beft ^otbor^ in whofe works 
fome grammatical inaccuracies are not to be fonnd ; it 
therefore requires a perfon of learning to teach this 
corredly, who ought lo -be as handsomely rewarded, 
and looked upon in as refpedlable a light as a teacher 
of the dead languages ; fiace a propriety of expr^fiion 
30 ^nglijhi is not, as is commonly fuppofed, the ne- 
ceflary confeauence of knowing a little Latin or Ortek^ 
the idiom of it's tongue being fo extremely different 
from either of thefe. 

Indeed It is a great pity that this fubjedl is not view- 
ed in it's juil light, if it were,' we fhould not fee Eng- 
lijh mailefs fo eminently ignorant of it's rules 4s they 
generally are, for it is well known that all thofe 

Jrouths, yvho are not deiigned for one of the three 
earned profefljops, lofe in a very ihprt time all that 
Lattif or Greek, which they have perhaps been fe« 
vcral ye^ars labouring lo attain, but were they well 
nurtured in the knowledge of their vernacular tongue 
it's con flant uie would prevent fuck knowledge being 

ever edaced. 

■ ' * . 

If youths for no profeffion are defigned 
^11 Syntax is bnt found, and words but windy 
And if defigned — » without a genius fit, 
Ve fpoil a tradefman to create a wit ; 
I In vain is teaching, time and terror tried 
Where genius fails and nature has denied. 
In vainly tutors trained, by parents nutfl. 
If warped in embryo and by PaUas curft* 

As I have a refpeA fojr the worthy teachers belonging 
to' the above fchool I fhould be ver^ forry if aay thing 
in this note prove offeniivc (Q them. 
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(c) Perhaps this Corpus ChriJH gild was diat be- 
longing to St. Mary's church. See page 96. . . 

QiUi fays Wrigbti is the Saxon word for moiiefii 
and fraternities were called Gilds^ becaufe at firft when 
they afTociated for charity,, religion or merchandize^ 
they call their moi^eyy goods or even lands together 
for the common charge^ they had annual feafta^ 
where they chofe hew oi5cers» and maintained a prieft 
to fay mades for the living and the dead of theic 
fociety. 

From thefe Gild^ fpran^ the Gilds of coVporations 
and cities* and the place or hail they met in was call- 
ed their Gild or GuildhtdL 

A tax was formerly called a Geld, from fttohey it's 
objed, witnefs Danegeld^ page 20 j. 

In the reign of Edward V L tke order of $ts George 
was changed to the name of the Order of the Garter> 
the former looking too much like a legend. Seep. 127. 

(d) This truly worthy divine the Rev. " Robert 
Job^fm was fbn of Maurice Johftfon who was chief 
magiflrateef ^M/f|^r//in 1517) Ij27) and 15)8, he 
founded alfo a Free School and an Hof{)ital at Upfing^ 
harnr together with Qbrifi's Hofpital and a Free School 
at Qakbam. 

Doubtiefs charitable donations cannot be too much 
commended where there are neither children nor needy 
relations, for Juftice bein^ the firll and chief of the 
cardinal virtues, the pofTemon of any or indeed of all 
the others can be no excufe for the violation of it, and 
violated i( mull be when that which of right belongs 
to thefe is given to the public ; it then creates a ihrewd 
fufpicion that the donor was fonder of oHentation than 
charity. 

On the other hand we now and then fee fome po{^ 
feiTed of great wealth who have bequeathed the whole 
to a diftant relation, as rich perhaps or richer than 
themfelves, without a finglie donative to the poor; one 
would think that there was fomething awry m the in- 
telledls of both th^fe forts of people* 



■ 
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(e) The cuftom of drinking to the memory of the 
deceaibd has been left off as favouring of popery, 
otherwife when this valuable bowl is ufed^ I fhoald have 
recommended drinking to the memory of the generous 
donor, yet there appears to be full as much reafon in 
it as the modern Gothic one of drinking to the healths 
either of the abfent or prefent, iince as a periodical 
writer has obferved it is full as rational to eat to their 
liealths ; but by the odd jumble of toalls it is probable ^ 
that very little at all is thought about their healths, ] 
for a wh— e is toafted perhaps diredly after a bifhop. \ 

(f) This John Browne was elder brother of William 'i 
Browne who built the Hofpital which bears his name: l 
his widow Agnes^ fays Wright^ was a benefa^refs alfo 
to this church as appears by her will dated 1 470, where 
after defiring to be buried near her.hu (band in ALhaU 
/tfwV church, we find the following bequefts. j 

To our moder church at Lincoln^ ^ * 068' 
To the church oi Allhallo<ws in Stamford a veftment of 

a fuite the which (hall coft me by the over(ight of j 

my friends that (hall occupy for me, 100 marks. \ 
To the Gray Fryers, ■ ■ o 20 

To the Black Fryers, » o 20 o 

To the Auguftine Fryersy — — o 20 

To the White Fryers, ■ o 13 4 

To the Nuns, ■ 013 4 

To a prieft to (ing for me 1 5 years continuallyjj o 
To the church of AmptiUin the county of 7 _ ^ 

B,Jf,rd, — : I o 40 

To every Godchild that 1 have, — 0^3 4 

To every curate that comes to my Dirge, 006 
To every prieft, . —004 

And to every pari(h dark, ■ 002 

To every prior and warden of the four houfes ( i.e. fri' 

arses) that comes, * 006 

i^nd to every o|her fryer of the four hoafes that comes, ; 

004. 
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Item, for a veftment and chajis to the chapel that my 

huiband andl iig in, < ^^.8 o o 

Item, 1 will that there be bought a cloth of filk and 

gold with a valence of the fame, to be born with 4 

petyt ilaves over the facrament on Palme Sunday in' 

the worfhip of che facrament, and I will that it cod: 

4 marks* 
Item, to the painting of the tabernacle in Corpus 

Chrtfti chapel in St. Mary* 5 kyrke in Stamford, 

o 40 o 

■ Her hufband was great graodfon of yohn^Broiune of 

Stamftrd, cfq; to whom Sir Thomas Surtdn of Talethorp, 

did by a deed dated 1376 convey his manor of Tole^ 

iijorpe-axi^ all that he poileiTed in Little Cajierton, 

Henry Vll. granted to their fon Cbrijlopher Bronvne 
tihe hahdred'of Little Cafterton containing eight villa- 
ges, via. Little Cafterton, Rihall Belmeftborpe, Efen-> 
ditU, Tin^etl, Jngtborpe, Tickencott and Tolthorpe, be- 
caui'c he ailiO^d' him again ft Richard III. 

Henry Vlfl. on the fame account granted Eraneit 
the fon of Cbri/iopber the privilege of being covered in 
the prcfenceof Jiroifelf and hift heirs and of all the no- 
bility in the lilngdom* 

The Bro'wnes* arms in IVrigbt^t Rutland0?ir9 are 
plainly Three. Mallets, the heads of which feem widely 
diiferent from thofe depi^ied in the windows, &c. of 
Sro^nis Ho/pi taL See page 128. 

In che choir of this church of Jll Saints is a blue 
marble ilab on which is a brazen plate, once gilded, 
with the figure of a prieft in his mafs habit, with this 
infcription at his feet. 

Orate p aia Henrici Wyfcys quondam vicarii ifti- 
us ecclie qui obiit ixo menfis Maii a^ dni 
MoCCCCCo viij. Cuj aie ppicietur deus. 
AMEN. /, e. , 

Pray for the fqul of Henry Wykys once vicar of this 
vrhar^h, who died May 9, 1508, op whofe 
foul God have msrcy. Amen. 
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This Divine was owner of the mknfor of Burleigh, 
as was alio his gi:aB4fatber Garifij Wykes chief niagi- 
^ate of Stamford in i ^oi • See page 2 1 o. 

It is remarkahle that the fifth or youngeil fon of this 
Qaritis pofTe^Ied the real eflate of his father in Stamford 
by the cuftom of Borough £ngli{h. 

All Saints church and fteeple Hand remarkably north 
of the eaft as is obvious from the gnomon of the fundial 
alone ; therefore, according 10 Piofs rule^ mentioned 
on page 1189 both were began to be ereded about 
midfummer, tho'in far different years, for the church 
is coniiderably the oldeil. 

A certain writer &ys that things loft on this globe 
will be found in the planet of the moon, iffo, nyany 
of the donations mentioned in tliis chapter will be 
found in that orb, to which I refer the inquifitive 
reader. 



\ ' 



I 



CHAP, 



HISrORT of SfJMFOkD. i4f 

CHAPTER 1%. 



MISCELLANEOUS StJBJEttS. 

AS* there ar^ feveral* ahibles ih Pccll's 
Annals that cannot with pfoprifcty be 
placed in any of the pi'ecedlng chapters, and 
yet as it may be acceptable to the antiquaHkh 
reader to fee an account of them, I haVe col- 
lefted and claffed them tdgether here* 

In 1 147 the pope confirmed to Rttliert- the 
prior of Huntingdon and his bri^ren the 
tithe of Stamford mills. 

In 1 1 76 Bertram de Verdun gave to Grox- 
den abjby all the land he Had here and his 
milli which the ^ant fays was between the 
bridge and the cattle. 

Inan inquifition tftfcettabout 1^20 Niger 
de Lovetot is faid to have heUoP the king in 
capite on€ niill. (^a) 

In 1335 Sir Geoffrey de la: Mar granted to ' 
John Savage, a baker of Stamford, a leafe of 
the king's mill for ten years at 40s. a year. 

The farther half of* Mr. Gaud's garden on 
Peter-Hill wis called Grown Clofe and be- 
long^ to Sempringham abby. 
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In I3<^2, 1308, &c. there is mention made 
in old deeds of ftreets in the prefent St. Mi- 
chael's parifti called Feldovenfty, Covenefly, 
* and Ovenfty, unlefs p^haps they may be the 
fame ftrect under different appellations. 

In 1308 there was a ftreet in the fame par- 
iih called Colegate. 

In 1350 there is mention made of a lane in 
the fame Called Racoun*s row. 

Chain lane in the fame fhould be written 
Cheyne lane, as it took it's name from fome 
of the family of that name who had pofleffi- 
ons in it. 

In 1 299 a lane is mentioned in St. Peter's 
parifh called Punt delarchfly from a peribn 
named Punt d'Larch. 

The ftreet leading to Peter-gate was called 
the Gannok from Tho' Defpencer lord of 
Glamorgan and Morganok who had houies 
in it ; it was afterwards called Peter-ftreef. 

In 1 340 there was a lane in St. Mary's par- 
ilh called Cornwanfty. 

In 1340 Red-Lion fquare was called the 
Wool-row. (b) 

In 1420 there was a ftreet named Butcher's 
ftteet whiph was not far from this fquare, and 
an alley ppening fouth into Butcher's ftreet 
called Honey alley, which alley opened 
nprth into the wool-row. 

Mannerly-lane fhould have been written 
Mallory-lanc fr<jm one Mallory whg had pof- 
fcflion^ ia it^. 
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In a parliament held here 1309 Edward 11. 
repealed Piers Gavefton's aft of banifhment. 

In 1300 there was a crbfs in Wothorpc 
meadow Called-Maiden*s Crofs, built proba- 
bly by thofe maiden fitters whom tradition 
fays built the prefent St. Michael's church. 

In 1390 there was a ftreet in St. Peter's 
parifh named Silver-ftreet. 

^^^350 the Corn'-hill in which the Bead- 
houfe and the Market-crofs ftand was called 
Claymont and was in St. Andrew's pari{h.(c) 

In 1420 mention is made of a place in All 
Saints' parifh near the Wool-row called the 
Scobothes. 

In 1440 the George-and- Angel inn near 
St.* Mary's church was called the Angel of 
the Mope. 

In 1280 Stamford giallows is mentioned, 
and that earl Warren had the keeping of the 
prifon. 

In Speed's map Barn-hill is called All 
Hallow's ftreet} Scogate, St. Clement's 
gate; the Ironmongers' ftreet, Claymont 
ftreet ; the lane weft of St. Michael's church 
that opens Ibuth into the High-fth^et and 
north into the Beaft-market is- called Silver- 
lane; the Spring near King's-mill, Peter's 
well; St. Johns well, St. Mary's well; 
that little ftreet that leads from the fouth end 
of St. John's ftreet weftward towards the ca- 
ttle yard is called Caftle-ftrcet ; and the paf- 
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fage down to IjaaJbfs Bridge^ Bi%gel-lane. 
Thdk were the names of {tees in i;6oo. 

The Moodaf market in Mr. Batcher is 
CaUed St. Mary's market flErcet. The ftreet 
firom St. Mai^s chinreh to the bfidge he calls 
Bridge-ftreec. That where dxe ^i^te meat 
i^^hn is ke^t^ Pifiory nook. The High- 
i^reet, St. Michael's (k^eet ; he dfi> mentions 
Clip&iU) S(. Thomas hne^ Sc Johni^s lane, 
St. Maiy's lane and Goldfinidi's kiie^ which 
UQ>pndiaps VfiAY be the Silver^lanffin' Speed's 
map. Scog^te ( d ) he cdUs AUhhalhzws gate. 
The& wei^ the n^mos of places ihi T646. 

The town is fo fituated fays thcfeme au- 
thor that when in the civil war ir was wanted 
for a garriibni the moft fltilfiil engineers, 
after having carefully furveyed it .on every 
fide, could find no means to m^e it tenable 
for offence or defence, by winch means 
it fuffered lefs than garrifoned towns in that 
war which fuftained one or more fi^es. 

In July 5, 1 1 10, Henry I. waij at Stam- 
ford. 

In H4o^King Stephen was hcf«. 

In i'2 16 King John was here, (e)- 

Edward Ift fettled Stamford on his queen 
Eleanorwho died atHerdby. See p. 144. 

In Eafter-week 1264 Henry III* was here 
with an army when the abbot of Peterbo- 
rough fent him two.horfes and much money. 
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In ijpo.Edwar^ I. held 4 parlianoexit here. 

In 1256 Henry III. granted the burgeffes 
of Stamford to be free from* the payment of 
tolls, (f) and to receive toH, and their goods 
not to be arretted. 

In 1276 mention is made of the baUiffs 
taking toll on the weft part of the town. 

The chief m^iftrate acdendy ufed to be 
elefted on the feaft of St, Jerome, viz, Sep- 
tember 30th, 

St. Tibba lived and wa&buried at Rihall, ( 9 ) 
fhe was the patronef^ of hawking, fowlLog, &c. 
fays Cambden, and fhe was worihipped by 
the lovers of thoie diveriiofis like thp B«omaa 
Piana. 

About loio the abbot of Peterborough 
ordered her body to be dug up and buried in 
that minfter, and there, fays Hugo Candidus, 
her corpfe wrought miracles, 

Howgrave thinks that Tantivy the fwnd 
of the hunting horn may be derived fronf> hfr 
name. 

About 1071 William the Conqueror bijiit 
Wilbeach cattle, and his nephew I vo Tatboi^ 
was lord of Spalding and all Holland. 

Sir William de BuTton who lived at Tol- 
thorpe was lord of the manoi; pf that and Lit^ 
tie Catterton ; his coat of anps-is in Oakham 
and many other churches in Rutland, and 
was ^, Chevron, between tdiree Owls* heads 
argent, crowned Or, 
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Sir Thomas Burton who died in 1385, 
was buried in Little Cafterton church with 
this epitaph craved in brafs about the verge 
of his grave-iftone ; 

Hie jacet dominus Thomas Burton miles, quond- 
a^i dominus de Tolchorp ac ecclefie iflius patronus 
qui obiit . • 4 £t domina Margareta uxor ejas in 
£nillris : quorum animabus propittetur Deus. Amen^ 

i* e. _ 

Here lietli Sir Thomas Burton knight, lord of 
Tolthorp and patron of it*s church, who died • . . 
and the lady Margaret his wit'e on his left hand, on 
whofe fouls God have mercy. Amen, (b) 

I^ 1350 Collywefton was written Colinef* 
wefton, Richard de Waltham beijig then 
parfon. 

In 1 347 Edmund Langley lord of Stam- 
ford had a grant from the king his father of 
Fotheringay-manor and caftle, v\rhich he re- 
built and made the keep or higheft fortifica- 
tion in the form of a horfe fetter, which, with 
a falcon in it, was the device of the York fa- 
miliy his pofterity . (i) 

In 1 4 1 1 Edward, duke of York, lord of 
Stamford, built the college there foramafter, 
twelve priefts, eight clarks and thirteen chor- 
ifters 5 the foundation took up a great deal of 
ground on the fouth and fputh-weft fxde of 
the church, and it was fo expenfive that he 
was obliged to crave the king's affiftance. 
" In 1434 his truftees articled with William 
Morwood a mafon of Stamford to build the 
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church anlwerable to the choir for 300I. the 
nave to be 80 feet long, the weft windows to 
contain four lights each, to be fix buttrefles 
to each.aifle, the fteeple to be eighty feet high 
and twenty fquare or broad. 

The hexagonal tower is about twenty feet 
more, and was built by Edward IV. lord of 
Stamford or his father. 

All but the choir of the church is ftill 
ftanding and is very beautiful ; it's fteeple is 
very curious, being an oftagon on a quadran- 
gular tower like thofe of Bofton and Lowick. 

Richard duke of York lord of Stamford, 
who was (lahi near Wakefield, was buried 
here and had a magnificent monument over 
him, which, in die reign of Edward VI. was 
\vith the chancel thfown down and ruined, 
but queen Elizabeth ordered the prclent :one 
to be erefted, whicli is at the upper end of 
the church' on the north fide of the wall, but 
it is but a mean one made of freeftone railed 
in with wooden rails painted red; it has his 
coat of arms on it in large but has no inlcrip- 
tion ; on the wall above is written 

Here lieth the bociy of Richard duke of York who 
was flain at Wakefield, and Cecilia his wife. 

But file lived till the year 1495, fays Mr. 
Peck. See page 200. 

Edward duke of York lord of Stamford, 
who was killed in Agincourt fight, lay under 
a flat marble in the choir with his image on it 
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flat in brafs. In 1552, as was faid above^ 
the choir being pullttl do^oi by the duke of 
Northumberland, his body was taken up and 
expofed to public view, but queen Elizabeth 
ordered it to be reinterred widi die grave- 
flonc over it. 

On the fouth-fide of the altar is a mean 
monument alfoforhim of freeftone with wood- 
en rails coloured red too, his arms are upon 
it and the infcription on the wall over it re- 
lates his death at Agincourt ; he was uncle to 
Richard. Seepage 179. 

St. Mary's church at Ketton was rebuilt in 
1239. (k) 

About 1708 in the parlbnage houfe at 
Bridge Cafterton was found a remarkable 
Roman coin, the reverfe of which was like 
that of our hdfpenny, but to what emperor 
it belonged was unknown, (l) 

Th* firming ftreet divides at Upton, one 
branch called the Long Ditch ran north eaft 
over Lolham pits, the grealeft of which pits 
probably communicated with Pilfgate haven. 



NOTES 
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(a) This mill h rented by Mr. Jofiph Rohinfon of 
the Earl of Mxeif^ attd is ftill cftlkd King's mill from 
it's being originally held of the king. 

(b) The Oreet took the name of fFooi-ronv from that 
row of hoa^B on the eaft fide of the fFbite-^neat mat kit 
wherein the wool was laid. See page 8i. 

(c) I imagine it wa« called Claymont^ i. c. clay-hilK 
from the foil being clayey, which before it was paved^ 
muft have been veyyvifible. 

(d) As the town .was built nearly a quarter of a mil^ 
call of the old Rvtimm north road which went the dire^ 
way into the nortb, the prefent north road is obligea 
to make a coniiderable angle to the weft again to meet 
that road^ which it does about a mile north of the town« 

This 1 believe is a better reaibn for this road pafltnji 
through Scogau than that I mentiobed page 2d. 

This bend towards the caft is very confpicaons t9 
thofe who approach the town from Bri^ Cafiertoftf 
when the fpires of the two fteeples are iirn perceived; 

(e) King Jifhft this year in croiing the wafhes be«. 
tween Littc^l/^Stre-au^ Notr/eU loft many fbrceSi toge-. 
ther with his creafare, baggage and crown; 
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(v) Stamford S92LS part of the king's eftate, and the 
king's tenants^ fays Suiii'vanp had privileges greater 
than thofe of the barons, among others they were pot 
to pay tolls for goods bought and fold in markets, rf 
for any thing concerning hufbandry orfaftenance. 

In 1231 St. Fiter^s church paid an annual /am of 
20s. to Hamhleton church. 
^ (g) Drajtpn has thefe lines on St. Tihba : 

» * ■ ■ » And to thefe Saint Tihhm let as call. 

In folitude to Chril that paft her whole delight. 

In Godmanchejler made an anchorite^ 

Among which of that houfe for faints that reckoned be 

Yet never any more graced the fame than fiic. 

Stukely fays that her cell was in the north-wed cor- 
ner on the oatiide of Rihall church. 

She was a relation of Penda king of Mtrcia^ but how 
ibe came from Godmanchejler to Ribalh feys f^^^g^tj I 
know not. 

(h) This Sir Thomas Burton conveyed his eftate in 
Tolthorp and Little Cajiertou to John Broivn cfq ; of 
Stamford, See page 245. 

(1) In this caille of Fotheringay was Mary queen of 
^^//aiTi/ beheaded Feh, 8» 1587 aged 49, after eigh* 
teen years imprifonment in England^ which was a great 
blot in queen ElizaBeth^s rcign. 

She was buried in Peterborough minflery but her fon 
James I. removed her corpfe to Henry VlIPs chapel in 
Weftminfter abby : fhe was extremely beaunful, and 
though her condudl when on the throne was very re- 
proachable yet her fufFerings filled every breaii: with • 
pity, for fhe was imprifoned for political reafons a- 
gainfl every rule of julHce ; the Queens too were dift- 
ant relations, Henry VII. being EUz.aletb*s grandfather 
and Mary*s great grandfather. 

There are many pidures of the latter in England^ 
\vx her beft likenefs is judged to be that in Draper's 
Jiali in London* 



In this caftle alio was born that gloomy tyrant lUcb^ 
ardlU* who was Qain near Leic^fier; his crown after 
the battle was feand in a hawthor n bnfli andintittett* 
ately by StMilejf placed on the head ofBemy VII. 

(k) Kettom church is bniltin the form of a little ca« 
thedral, fays Wrights to ioiitateit's mother TXlineobt, 
and ii the neateft pariih church, continues he, in all 
Rutland* 

(l) Wright fays diat there Savobesin many Romam 
toins found in ploughing and digging near Bridge Ca^ 
fterton^ for the Romans were Rationed there before 
&tMford was built> and called it Gaufekna% 

L. 
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CHAPTER X^ 

SAINT MARTIN'S .^- NUNNERY 
BURLEIGH — WOTHORPE. 

I Do not find, fays Mr. Peck, that Saint 
Martin's was ever walled, yet it was de- 
fended by five gates and a caftle. 

1 . A gate in the Water-ftreet, which ftreet 
was formerly called Eft by the Water, but it 
did not ftand at the end of the ftreet, but at 
the end of that part only where the houfes are 
double rowed. 

2. One at the opening leading to Burleigh 
by the abutts. (a) 
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3. One between: St. Giles's hofpital and the 
main ftreet th^t runs north and fouth, (b) 
which, as it ftood on the higheft part of the 
parilh was called Highgate, and the whole 
ftreet from it named High ftreet. 

4. One againft St. Martin's church leading 
towards the Nunnery. 

5. One at the fouth end of the bridge over 
which was afterwards built a fmall chapel. 

The Caftle was built in 922 by Edward 
the elder as a check upon that in Stamford 
belonging to the Danes j this ftood where the 
Nuns' farm now is on the edge of the Roman 
north road where it croflcd the river, for as 
there was then no bridge, and the whole river 
undivided ran there, this being the pafs into 
the fouth was thepropereft place for a garri- 
fon. 

Butcher fays that Alfred built a ftone 
bridge over the Welland, but Mr. Peck de- 
nies it, for the firft ftone bridge in England 
was built long after Alfred's time at Stratford 
by Matilda queen of Henry I. which being 
arched like a bow gave the name of Stratford 
le bow to the town ; neither is there any 
thing recorded when or by whom the bridge 
over the Welland was built. 

There was a mint for coining here in Ed- 
gar's reign, and perhaps before, which was a 
royalty granted to the abbot of Peterborough 
. who was lord of this parilh, for the extent of 
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his jurisdi&ion fee page 135 ; the.aboYe mo- V 
liarch in 972 confirmed this privilege to th? 
abbot, as did afterwards Tuikil one of the 
Saxon monarchs, and the prae alfo in 1 1 45. 

Edga^r's charter fay?. We Eadger do grant 
to th^ monafterjr of Medefhamfted the perpe- 
tual privileee of a mint at Stamford, This, 
Mr. reck uippoies to have been only a con- 
firmation of that coinage before granted by 
jkine Athelftan. 

Peterborough was onginally called Mede- 
ihamftede. 

Jn pomefday bopk is the fallowing de-r 
fcfiption of this pariih. 

Idem Willielmas tenet duas hidas et dimidam virga- 
tam minus in Stanford ; et abbas Benedidas emit ab 
^« Terra efl: quinqoe carrucatarum. Ibi funt xvij 
villani cum prefbytero* et quatuor bordarii habentes 
quataor carrucatas. {bi 0^0 acre prati. Valuit xi^ 
^lidos. Modo XI4 Iplidos. Leorip libere tenuit. 
jL» H« £• 

The fame William holds two hides and half, a 
virgate more or lefs in Stamford. And abbot Bene- 
di^ puf chafed of him. The land in all is five carru- 
cates. There are here ftventeen villains, (c) with a 

?rieft and four bordarer5»(D) who have four carrucates. 
'here are eight acres of meadow formerly let for twen- 
ty ihillings now for forty* Leuric held them free in 
king Edward's time. 

Antiently St. Martin's was always called 
Stamford beyond the bridge, or Stamford 
fouth of the Welland s tl>e firlt mention of 
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Stamford Baron being lb late as die year 
J 45 By ^^^ the rea£>n dT this nanfie mig^t be 
from it's being part of diofe lands which the 
abbot of Peterborough held per Baroniam^ 
to diftinguilh it from Stamford which was 
always called the King's Borough. 

A hide of land was as much as was fuffici-* 
cnt for the cultivation of one plough^ and 
therefore Varied in different places, fometimes 
fixty-four, ninety-fix or a hundred acres. 

A vii^ate was alfo uncertain according to 
the difference of place and cufl:om> fometimes 
fifteen, twenty, thirty or forty acres. 

Who Benedift was I cannot find, but 
Leiiric was abbot of Peterborough, and be- 
ing a favourite of king Edward held aUb four 
other abbies, viz. Burton^ Coventry, Croy- 
land and Thorncy. 

St. Martin's in the fame book of Domef- 
day is mentioned as being the fixth ward be- 
longing to Stamford, and /aid there to have 
been in Hantunefcire. Seepage 203. (e) 

It appears from the above extraft that there 
was only ofie prieft, becaufe St. Martin's 
church was not then built, he therefore be- 
longed to All Saints' church which ftood in 
the Water ftrcet and was defboyed by the 
northtt-n foidiers, (fee page 150,) but as the 
parifh grew more populous St. Martin's 
church was built, and then All Saints' parilh 
was divided mto two. 
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About 1 1 74 William Waterville abbot of J 
Peterborough purchafed all St. Martin's, and 
rcdeen>ed with, money fourteen houfes with 
the ground belonging to them in Stamford, 
which a certain knight claimed as his inher- 
itance. 

. In 1 1 89 Richard I. granted to the abbot 
of Peterborough all St. Martin's with the ad- 
jacent lands and mills> the churches of St. 
Martin's and All Saints' in the faid parifli, 
the monaftery of St. Michael,, the hofpital of 
St. John and St. Thomas, the houfe of the 
Holy Sepulchre and St. Giles's hofpital. (f) 

St. Giles's hofpital flood at the upper end 
of St. Martin's on Spital hill (the word Spi- 
tal being only an abbreviation of Hofpital : ) 
it had a chapel belonging to it with lands to 
maintain a chaplain and feveral poor lepers^ 
but the founder and the time when it was 
founded is unknown. 

All the churches and hofpitak that were 
dedicated to ^gidius or St. Giles always flood 
ver)'^ nearly, or quite out of the towns, pro- 
bably becaufe the leprofy was an infeftious 
difeafe ; (o) in the Old Teftament we read of 
the lepers being expelled the community of 
the Jews, and there were formerly a great 
many Jews here who were a very leprous 
people. 

In an inquilition taken about 1220 it is 
faid that the king had alienated from the lord- . 
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ihip of Stamford five acres of land and given 
it to this houfe of lepers which was alfo called 
the Hermitage and St. Leonard's. 

In 1303 the abbot of Peterborough gave 
William Poncyn of Stamford the wardeiShip 
for life, on condition that he three times in a 
week fupplied the chantry in it's chapel^ keep 
up the buildings of the houfe, and be at all 
other charges of it as was of old time accuft- 
omed. 

In 1323, when Adam Boothbylord abbot 
of Peterborough vifited this and other religi- 
ous houfes in and about St. Martin's, we find 
that Sir Walter de Bernack was the warden* 

St. Giles being the patron of cripples as 
well as lepers is the reafon that a lame perfon 
is vulgarly called lame Qiles. 

St. Pulchre's, or the houfe of the holy fe- 
pulchre was a houfe of regular canons of the 
order 'of the holy fepulchre, whofe bufinels 
here was to entertain all the pilgrims and 
knights of the holy fepulchre as they came 
* out of the north in their journey to Jerufalem, 
when they went to vifit the holy fepulchre of 
our Saviour there, the knights accompanying 
the pilgrims as a guard* (h) 

St. Pulcher's adjoined the fouth fide of the 
George Inn, (i) but by whom or when founded 
is equally unknown, the firft mention of both 
thele houfes being in the deed abovcmention- 
cd of Richard L 
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Whore the Beadhoufe now is there tras 
jboot che fMT i<74 ereded an hofpital dedi* 
cated to St^ Jdm the Bapt^ and St. Thomas 
a Be<^ (r) bjr Brand de Foflato and one 
Sdvard, for i^ reo^ion of poor traveilers, 
who were reiieFed widi breads beer, meat and 
lodgu^ as the^ pafled bv, while iome mcmka 
ondot&r poor were codtandy fubfifted there, 
die fimner celebrating divine fervice: the 
abbot of Peterborough was their patron, and 
pope Aleaomder IIL received it umkr his 
piotedaon^ It extended to the George Inn. 

Hadiaffd H^imet kxrd of Stamford and 
Botram de Verdun his ward, aftenrards gave 
«o k a large piece of meadow containing all 
ijie groand on which the prefent beadhouie 
Hands, with the orchard and the George Inn> 
which inn <mce bcigngied to the abbot of 
CroylaMdw 

. . In the chnrch^ard belonging to it Siward 
Inailt a handfome churchy the chapel as was 
iaid page 259 before tiiis ftood over the 
gate acrofs the bridge. 

In 1 299 Hugh Cliflebjr vicar of All Saints' 
in Staaritord was it's Wiarden, and through his 
mifmanagement it was reduced to fo much 
poverty that he petitioned the abbot of Peter- 
borough to refign, who permitted him, and 
the abbot gave the wardenfhip to Sir Robert 
re6lor of Northburg, who hdd it only four 
months and then Clifieby was rcftored^ acd 
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as the ^S>bGn:liad tak^n from the houfeibr lear 
of en^2^ziemem, books, jeweh, brazm and 
^woodeii u«ffi£k, chefts ^c. lie ordered tikdCt 
tso be re(ton9d a^ to him, yet, when the4d>« 
bot WW dead, Cliffeby rerorned to his <?v3 
couifes which occafioned the 'fticceedin^ ^ 
bot to depofe him, but on the bifiiop <wlji»- 
coln's ^md others intercefllon he reftored hkn, 
but not without his t^ing an oath for his bet-^ 
ter behavioiir and tying him down to leverat 
articles. 

On part of die ground whereon this holpi* 
tal ftood William lord Burleigh lord high 
treafurer of England in 1 597, after he had 
finiflied his ftatSy houfe of Burleigh, eredbed 
an hofpital in St. Martins Stamford-Baron, 
in the lainc year, and endowed it with lool. 
yearly, iffuing out of the lands of Cliff-Park, 
to be employed in the maintenance of a war- 
den, and twelve poor men* The warden t6 
be allowed tht^ee ihilliiigs a week, and the 
twelve poor men, each ot diem two fiiillings 
and four-pence. The houfe to be repaired 
otit of the fsud lOol. a year; and the warden, 
and twelve poor are to hav5e every year a new 
gown, and each of them a load of wood ; and 
if, after this provifion is made, any overplus 
remains, it is to go towards the maintenance 
of fuch poor prit^ers> as fball be in the jait 
of Stamford. 
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Thomas Billet fteward to the faid loj 
Burleigh, gave a rent charge of i6L for cv< 
iffuing out of his lands, and tenements i 
Grantham &c. for the maintenance of tw< 
poor women, to be nurfes to the poor men in 
the aforcfaid hofpital; the women to hayej 
three (hillings a piece weekly, and the re- 
mainder to be equally divided, amongfb the 
warden, and the other twelve poor men, for 
their better maintenance* Upon the death 
of any of the faid poor, the aforcfaid William 
lord Burleigh made ordinances, that upon 
the death, &c. the firft five of the thirteen 
poor, fliall be named, chofen, and admitted 
always by the faid lord Burleigh, during his 
life; and afterwards by his hieir-male, who 
Ihall be owner of his houfe, and lord of 
Burleigh; tHe foremoft of the faid five fhall 
be called the warden of the alms-houfe of the 
lord Burleigh. 

The ne3ct four, which are the fixth, fcventh, 
eight, and ninth, fhall be named and admit- T 
ted by the Vicar of St. Martin's, for the tiine | 
being; and the Bailiff of the manor of 
Stamford-Baron in the county of Northamp- 
ton; and the eldeft Church-warden of St. 
Martin's, and by them that fhall be dwellers in 
the Nunnery (otherwife called St. Michael's) 
and in the inn called the George of Stamford- 
Baron, or by the greater number of them. 
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The laft four, viz. The tenth, eleventh, 
twelfth, and thirteenth, fhall be named, and 
admitted, by him that fhall for the time be- 
ing, be Chief Magiftrate of Stamford in the 
county of Lincoln, and by the Recorder in 
that town; the Steward and Bailiff of the 
faid manor of Stamford, or the major part 
of them, whereof the faid Chief M^iltrate 
to be one, \ 

'AH St. Martin's beingpart of Rockingham 
forefl, Robert Lindfey abbot of Peterborough 
with other knights and freemen in the nefe of 
Peterborough about 12 14 gave king John 
twelve hundred marks to have it and fome 
other places disforefled : John's Charter is to 
this purport. 

We have granted to the abbot of Peterbo- 
rough and the monks and the tenants who 
have lands and tenements in the nefs of Peter- 
borough, within the following bounds, to be 
disforefled. 

All the land that lies between the rivers 
Nen and Welland as they meet in Croyland, 
and from Wansford as the great road eactends 
to Stupendeflan, without the town of Stam- 
ford, and from Stupendeflan to the nunnery 
in a flraight line as^far as the Welland, and 
alio the nunnery itfelf. 

In i224Henrv III. confirmed this grant 
and added fourteen manfions in Stamford. 
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What Stupendeftan means cannot be afcer- 
tained. 

In Ibme old deeds we find the fcUowingj 
conveyances. 

In 1298 mention is made of a houfe fitu- 
ated in Webfter's gate near a tenement of 
Henry Faderman. 

In 1^99 the vicar of All Saints' in the 
Watcr-fbeet gave away two houfes in the 
Areet Eft by the water abutting on the king^s 
highway foudt and on the bank of the Wei- 
land noith : his name was Laurence Hawvile. 

In I4g2 Robert Browe gave Richard Wil- 
coks of Staunford a m^uage in the ilreet 
called Eft by the water be^een Thomas 
Corbys weft and the king's highway leading 
to Burlei^ eaft, and abutting on the king's 
highway noith^ and upon Martin's croft 
loudly which meflliage was Agnes Meltcm's. 

In r439 Richard Barker of Burleigh con- 
ftituted William Ledys of Staunford taylor. 
For his attorney to deliver to John Smith of 
Burleigh prieft a tenement in Hyegate. 

In 1 440 the fame John Smith gave Willi- 
am Brown a mefiuage in the ftreet called Hye- 
ttate> witnefs Richard Lee alderman of Stam- 
ford/ 

The fame John Smith, in the fame year, 

fave Robert Browe a tenement in Heygatej 
erween a tenement of the nuns fouth, and a 
tenement of John Young north, abutting on 
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'fc the king's highway Weft, and on Martin's 
crrofteaft, 

i^ In 1458 Robert Young of Staunford gave 
W. Tundurand W. Ole a garden in the 
ftreet called Webftergate, between a garden 
of W. Pope fouth, and a tenement of die 
abbot of Peterborou^ in part, and a garden 
of Corpus Chrifti gild in part north, abut- 
ting on Webftergate eaft and the land of Nuns 
there weft. 

St, MARTIN'S CHURCH. 

Was firft erefted between 1133 and 1147 
by Martin de Vefti abbot of Peterborough, 
who dedicated it to the faint of his own 
name, (l) on the fame fpot on which the pre- 
fect church ftands. 

In 1 156 Wm. Watervill abbot of Peter* 
borough gave it to the Nuns as the charter 
expreffes, ^* that they may have and pofte^ it 
to their proper ufes, and that out of the pro- 
fit$ of it they nuy be more plentifully fuftain- 
cd." 

JBut by way of ' acknowledgement, they 
were to pay annually ten (hillings to Pete):- 
borough nunfter, and ever after this gift the 
nuns always prefented a vicar to it. 
' In a letter of the bifhop of Lincoln dated 
1289, it appears that the vicar paid yearly 
two marks to the nuns, on condition that u 
th^ chapel of Burleigh in his parifli ought to 
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have fervxce performed in it, they fhould be 
at the charge of it. ^ . 

About 1 390 in an old maniifcript, menti- 
on is made of a cuftom time out of mind of 
the pariflioners male and female who belong- 
ed to St. Martins gild, affembling in this 
church every Martinmafs-day where after ler- 
vice was performed and prayers put up for 
their brethren, fifters, and all benefactors, 
they met in a drinking room called St. Mar- 
tin's gild-hall. 

They had a bull to be ufed and fold for the 
profit of the fraternity ; by this account, lays 
Mr. Peck, it appears that the brethren and 
fifters of St. Martin's gild, had always a 
bull-running on Martinmafs-day, a diverfion 
for which the good people of Stamford, con- 
tinues he, have a particular fondnefs. (m) 

In the reign of Edward VI. this mixture of 
bull-running, tipling and popery was lup- 
preffed along with all other gilds, by order of 
the government: there had been. an intenti- 
on of fupprefling them fo long ago as the 
reign of Richard II. as they were thought to 
be nurferies of confpiracies and treafons a- 
gainft the government. 

Oppofite to the church there was formerly 
a chapel called Mary Magdalen's chapel, 

The prefent church was built by Bp. Ruf- 
fdl and others in the reign of Edward IV. (n) 
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In the iecond window from the bottom, 
on the north fide of this church are a parcel 
of figures exhibiting, as Mr. Peck fuppofes, 
the poifoning and burial of fome king or other 
great perfbn, but who the fame was, as we 
have no tradition to inform us, muft be left 
to the enquiries of the curious. 

In the eaft window of the fouth chancel is 
a yet more unaccountable piece of painting, 
being the figure of the devil holding a church 
in his claws, the ftecple crocketed like that of 
All S^nts*, and, as it fhould feem, attempting 
to eat it. The meaning of this whirnfical 
pidture muft alfo be left to farther enauiry. 

In the upper windows of the miadle aifle 
are divers efcutcheons of arms of thofe per- 
fons, Mr. Peck thinks, who were at the 
charge of the painted glafs in thofe windows 
rcprcfenting fundry prophets and apoftles. 

The abbot of Peterborough's, the prior of 
Durham's, Flemyng's, Rotheram's, and Rof- 
cd's arms are here delineated. 

At the upper end 'of the north chancel 
ftands a neat piece of work, being a cenotaph, 
if we confider it as erefted to the memory of 
Richard Cecil efq; father of the lord treafurer 
Burleigh, for though the effigies of the faid 
Richard is here let up, yet his body was not 
buried here, but at St. Margaret's Weflmin- 
fter ; and a monument, if we confider it as 
crcftcd to the memory of Jane wife of the 
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£ud Richard, h«r body lying bviridd in tl 
vault under this €haft€el, jiaft bf her fe» 
lOid treafurer's ceffin. 

The Infcmptiojn, 

In bappy sMmory of Rkhai'd' Cecily Slq; und Jmtut 
his wife. The faid Richard was of the robey to JL 
Henry 8. and to K. Edward 6. he decealbd* tlie lo of 
May iij524 & i»^incei<r'dki Sk Mar^aret^s Clioreh in 
W^tminAer. He was Sonne to Qaatd Cecil' of Sttmi- 
jord 6iq^ Uigli. Sherif of tho Couni^ e£ MoKkao^toa 
in the 33^. & 34. Ye^rs of Kingo H*. 8. & u buried ia 
St. George his Chorch in Stanfdrd.. 

The iaid Jayne was Daughter Sc Vttiit of Wm. 
HeckJRgton of Bourn in the Coonty of Lincoltie Efq. 
Sha lined: 87. YSdirs, whoraof fke^ ^ontinoed^ a- Widow 
35 Yoares. She deceafed the rothv of My»h 1587. 
She was a. very grave, reli^oa^ vei;topi|»9 ^-worthy 
Matron; & delighted exceedingly i« thl^ Works of 
Piety '8c C^rity; She' was crowned with ttinch Honor 
ft Coniort^ St {by God hi» great Bleffing) fiie lived to 1 
fee her. Child ren^ and her Chiidren^s Children*, to - the . 
fourth & Mt Generation, and' that . in a pteatifull & ' 
honourable &ccefllon, being a hap^py Mother of that *, 
Btolfr Honorable Sir Wm. Cecil Itiughf of the noble ' 
Order of the Garter^ Lo : Burghley, iLord high TRER. ^ 
of England^ who lyeth< here by her* \ 

IMfargaret was firft married to I^er Cave* of Stan* 1 
fori £fqr. of whom is defbend)^ Sir Tbomaff Cave ; ! 
and affer to AmbroTif SmidK <^-B*Avortb Ef({$u. \ 

Bliaaheth was fiHb marryod, t» Robert WingfieM of 
Upton Efqr. of whom is defeendedl Sor Robert Wing- 
field of U^on Knight; and after to Hog^ Allingtpa 
Efqn 

Anne marryed to Thomas Why tc of Tuxford Efqr. 
of whom is defcendod John Whyte E(qr. 



T 
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UoSkr an arch^ between die ixiiddk tad 
npith chaacek of the &me churchy isere&xl 
a cKiidknis ihomiment of toUch^ poifhjry^ and 
other marble^. &t oE with nch embetti&# 
ments; on the noithh-fide wheitof is a Latm 
infcription^ thua rendered by Mil B^eck : ' 

Sacred tor Qod ntofk good & grtnt, 8c to memorjr* 
The taioft hoiiottnible «: fat renowned Lord, ^K^iaflti 
CeciJi'(p) B9rpzi ff^of^hlpy^ {lOrd High Trefifurerof 
England, Preiident of we Court of Wards^ Knigl^t of 
the-mpft noble ordcK ofthe Garter^ Pt^^y cqunfeTlor Cd 
the moft f<;rene EHzabeth Queen of England^ &t. U 
Chakicellor oTthe Uiilverfitjr of Cambridge, ander thia 
Tomb awaits the fec9ii4 coming of Chrtft: Who, foe 
the cs^cellent endowments of his mind, w^ firft ntade 
privy xbunferTor to Edward the fixth, king of England; 
afb^wanfs to Queen Elizal^etb ; Under whonl, bein^ 
intruded with the greattffl St moft weight/ afiurs of 
thid Mn^cgib & a&»ve ali Qt)ker5 Approved | in pro* 
moting fher true Religion^ Si providing for the faifetjr 
^ honour of the commonwealth ; by his F^rudence^ 
Honefly, Integrity, Ss great fervices to the nation he 
obtained the higheii honors: Ss when he Had lived 
long enpagh to nature, . long enoq^ to gJpry^ bat not 
long enough to his country, quietly fell afleep in 

He had two wives : Mary^ fifte^ of ^if John Cheeke 
Knight, of whom he begat one fon, Thomas, now 
Baron of Borghfey ; & Mildred, (t») daughter of Sir 
Anthony Cooke Kmght, who bore to him Sir. Robert 
C^i^ fi^ntgbt, privy Counfellor to Q^een Eliasabethf 
& Pr^ent of the Court of Ward^ ; Anne» 'married to 
Bdwacd Earl of Oxford; & Elizabeth, to William 
Wcntworih, eldcft fbn of Baron Wentworth. 



i 
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Againft the north wall of the north chancel 
(belmr> the monument of Richard Cecil £^^ 
and Jane his wife) is a moft flately tomb of 
white and greyt marble^ cre£led for John earl 
of Exeter, and Ann his lady^ daughter of 
William earl of Deron.. A work^ in it's 
principal figures^ furpafling almoft any thing 
of the kind perhaps in the kin^om^ for 
which reafon I (hall here add a brief defcrip- 
tion of it. 

Railed on a black marble ftep^ ftands a fort 
of an altar of white marble^ on which fup- 
ported by four lions paws, ftands a iecond 
ibrt of an altar Hoping inwards into a plain 
broad table, whereon is the infcription, A- 
bove are the figures of the earl and his lad^, 
in a cumbent pofhire, exquifitely done^ allm 
one block of white marble, the earl leaning 
his right arm on a cufhion of the fame fort of 
marble, wrou^t widx gilded embroidery, 
and thrown over an heap of books which ap- 
pears under it. 

In his habit he is reprefented like one of the 
old Romans; in his air, difcourfing to his 
lady; whofe effigies (placed nearer the wall 
behind him, and raifed fomewhat higher than 
his ; on purpole to be feen with the greater 
advantage over it) appears with a pen in her 
right, and an open book in her left hand, 
relied upon her knee; as attending and ready 
to let down what her lord fays* 
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Standing upon the lowed 2ltar,' on the 
right hand fide of the tombi' is an exceeding 
large figure (all of one piece of white marble) 
reprefenting Minerva, with a fhidd by her 
fide, whereon is pourtrayed fhe Gorgon's 
head; in her right nand appear; in her left 
a Palladiuni. 

On the left, over agwift this beautifiil lla- 
tue, is a mournful, but moft delicate repre- 
fcntation of the fame fabulous divinity, now 
done as Goddefs of arts and fciences ; retting 
her right elbow on a thick book placed at the 
earrsTcet and leaning her head upon her hand, 
as lamenting the lofs of her patron. Her 
left hand, hanging down by her fide, is 
fiJIed with a hammer, pencils and brufhes, 
while, at her feet, appear, in an huddle, the 
coaTipafles, rule, draughts, and other imple- 
ments of art, all thrown by upon this fad oc- 
cafion. 

Behind and above the earl and his lady the 
monument forms a third fort of an altar, at 
each end whereof is placed a lage urn with a 
gilded flame at the top. 

In the middle of this third altar is a Void, , 
over which (fupported by two pieces of carv- 
ing) a pyramid of grey marble afcends almoft 
as high as the church roof. In the middle of 
the pyramid is a table of arms, Cecil, impal- 
ing Cavendifh, done on a fhield of white 
marble. Over all, for a finilhingj is a large 
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6upid of white marUe^ hpletmg in his hands 
$ glided fiiake^ with the tail thnift into it's 
mouthy as an Embkm of £ternitv. It has 
a Latin inicnption which Mr. Peck has thus 
rendered: ' 

Here lies bariedt John Cecil» Baron of BurgUqr, 
Earl of Exeter, Son of the great Barghley's gicat 
Gran^fpOf & in no wife upwprthy of Ms renowned 
progenitor* For he adorned an excellent Genios with 
the'beft manners^ &the beft arts. Being well inftrod- 
ed in polite letters, he went abroad more than once ; 
And 9 from tb^ moft refioed parts'of Europe, broagfat 
home much knowledge of Antiquities, Languages, & 
civil affairs* Yet, when no man perhaps could either 
better adorn a court, or manage the public bniine(s, 
rather made choice of eafe and retirement. He lived 
therefore at his own country feat elegantly, fanptu- 
ottlly, fplendidiy ; delighted with all genteel fladies, 
to his friends affable & pleafant, to the poor bountifitl, 
Sc of the laws, and church of England, ever a float 
champion. 

He had for wife, & the companion of his virtues* & 
travels, & in a manner of his fludies, Ann, of the 
right noble hopfe of Cavendifh, daughter of William 
trarl of Devon ; for the beauty of her body, ingenuity 
of hermind^ & all thofe accomplifhments which can 
any ways adorn a lady, famous ; Of whom he begat 
five children : happy in his fpoufe, Sc happy in his ofF- 
fpring! But, among all the things which make life, 
more blefTed, being ever mindful of mortality, when 
he was in Italy, whilft he thoroughly examined & as 
curiouily colle6ted the works of choiceit art, there he 
caufed this monument to be made, where it could be 
moil exquiiitely done, for himfelf, Sc the mod dear 
confort of his bed, 6e travels; Sc of all his cares. 

He died She died 

Aug, 29. 1700. June iS, 1709. 
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On the foutb fide of the communion-table 
lies a ilone wkh a Latin infcription titus 
rendered, 

Anthony Pdmerefq; defceaded fronvafi tw\istii a^ 
honourable family in Northampton (hire, quietly ren« 
dered his foal to God and his body to his native duf^> 
on January 2I9 17069 aged 71. 

Both in the uppermoft window of the choir 
of this church, as alfo in many of the wind- 
ows, and ftohe work in the body 6f the famie, 
ftands the paternal coat armour of the family 
of the Trios, viz. Azure, 2 Chevrdniy Of; 
between 3 Roies Argent : whereby we may 
fuppofe this family to have beeri benefa^^ji^s 
to this church. 

There is likewife tfie coat amniour of she 
Vincents, which farrily were aficicat Ic&rib 
of Bcrnack : the arrws are Azdre, 3 Girey^ 
hounds, couped 2 and i. Or. ; . 

Alfo the arms of MATtHEw PAitKiElt, 

, fometime archbilhop of Canterbury ; tKt 

arms are Vert, three Coneys Argent, 2, arid x, 

the fame impaled to the arms of the a(rch- 

bilhoprick. 

Thare b in the fame windows an aneier^ 
coat of arm§, attributed by fome hcrakfc .tp 
Egbert a Saxon king j the Field is Jupiter, 
a Crofs Patence Sol, this Ihews the anti- 
quity of the church, which, fays H^w^ave, 
is a regular and elegant building > at the' ^r^il 
en4 in the loft, continues he, is {^^c#cj^ ^ 
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osffXi % the roof is exceedingly neat^ and the 
pifiars are fo lofty^ and yet fo flender^ 
that I queftion whether any church in Eng- 
land has ever yet eaualled it in this particular* 
Againft the waU, near the monument of 
John Earl of Exeter, is one with a Uatin ia- 
icription to the memory of 

UPWARD DETHE, Efq; 

Signifying him to have been a Juftice of die 
Peace in this parifliy and to have undauntedly 
aflifted thofe who were plundered in the civil 
war ; that his wife Grizd Steward bore him 
twenty children; that two fucceffive Earls of 
Exeter were great friends to him ; that by un* 
common temperance he arrived at extreme 
old aee^ when after being long afflifted with 
a pally he died March g, 1687, ^^g^ 77 > 
and laftly, that Francis Hatcher, an infirm 
old man, pioufly infcribed the ftont to his 
dear friend whom in a fhort time he was likely 
to follow. 

Againil one of the pillars on the north fide 
is fixed another with a Latin infcription alfo, 
importing that John Earl of Exeter ere&ed it 
€0 the memory of 

WILjLIAM WISSJNG, 

an ingenious p^ter of Amfterdam, who lies 
near it, and that he was a difciple of the faii^ 
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He is ccxnpared to ap early bynch of grapes, 
which becaufe it is ripe fooner than the reft, 
is on tjiajt account firft plucked from the vine ; 
for he was fhatched away in the flower of his 
age on September 10, 1687, aged ^2. 

The lord trcafurer Burleigh gave the great 
tithes to this vicarage, 

For Modifm Motmmenufie tbi Pnfiut Statu 

REMARKABLE EVENTS, 

In 1 602 there <fied of the plague in St. 
Martin's and Wothorpe 166 pcrfons. 

In 1632 king Charles lay here as he as he 
paflM into Scodand to receive the crown of 
that kingdom. 

In 1696, Odtobcrthe twenty-eighth, king 
William lay at Mrs. Riley's houfe in this 
pariih, and on the fame evening went to fee 
Burghley, 

In 1723 a Roman Urn was dug up in the 
Water-ftrcet narrow at top and bottom, and 
bellying ii) the middle, made of bright glazed 
earth j it had three glazed cafings with a fandy 
fubftance between them, fo that it appeared 
like an urn within an urn divided only by a 
litde fand. It was believed to be full of tfca- 
fure, but the mafon who found it could nei^ 
ther be i;iduc?d by threats nor perfuafions tp 
own it. 
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PONATIONS. 

The lady Dorothy Cecil, one of the daagh^- 
ters and coheirs ot the lord Latimore, and 
wife to Thomas earl of Exeter, purchaie4 and 
iettled ieventy-four acres of araole land> lea, 
andpailure, in Mininfby, Harebyj Elnder- 
by, Kirkby, and Claxby in the county of 
Lincoln; with a houfe built iipon the faid 
ground : alfo one clofe of pafture called Shef- 
field's clofe, containing by cftimation four- 
teen acres, lying in Sutton-Marihes,. in the 
county aforefeid: die rents and profits of 
which to be employed to the following ufes, 
viz. For the placing poqr boys and girls ap- 
prentices ; for two proper perfons to teach 
poor children to read !lplnglim, and knit; and 
tor fuch other allowances to the poor of the 
iaid parifh, as the truftees fhali think fit; 
whicn truftees are always to be nominated by 
the earls of Exeter. 

The right honourable David earl of Exeter 
jave 50I. and the right honourable Elizabeth, 
(owager of the faid eafi, added 50I. more; 
both which fums were depofited, in the hands 
4Qf the alderman of Stamford. The ufe of 
which was to provide bread to be diftributcd 
monthly tcf the poor of Stamford, and Stam^ 
ford-Baron. 

Mrs. Jane Cecil, by will gave 50L for e- 
ver, to be let out to poor tradefmen in Stam- 
^rd^ ^d Stamford-Barpp withput interefty 
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Hugh Allington Efq, ^ Tinwdl in tie 
county of Rutland, gave by will 40I. tapqcjr 
artificers in Stamford a^id Stomf(Md-BaR>n ; 
which money was paid into the hand^ of (bq 
alderman of Stamford. 

Jane Sa|let fbinfter <rf Huntingdon, gave 
a rent charge or i is. 8d. fc^ ever, to be iflo- 
ed out of her late dwelling 1 to be paid to the 
church wardens of this pariflij upon Mondav 
in Eafter week, viz. os. 8d. ( part diaree^ ) 
for one fermon to be preached on Ac faid 
Monday in this parifli church } and 5s. the 
remainoer of the ^orefaid fum, to be diftri*- 
buted to fifteen poor perfons of this pariih, 
4d. each. 

Catherine Gregory of Eafton, in the cofun- 
ty of Northampton fpinftcr, by her laft will 
gave 3I. theintcreft of which was to be laid out 
in bread, to be diftributed among the |;OQr 
every Good-Friday. 

Thomas Kettleborough, of this * parifh 
gendeman, fettled three acres of arable land 
lying in the high fields of Stamford-Baron j 
the rents of which to be laid out in bread for 
the poor> and diftributed eyery St. Thomas's 
day. 

Margaret, reli6bx>f John Johnibngave 20s. 
the intereft of which was to provide fix two- 
penny loaves, to be given to fix poor widows 
of the faid parifh, upon nev^-year's-day^ year- 
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ly for ever: it being the day of the donor's 
birth. 

Jeremiah Lawford gave 40s. the intereft of 
which was yearly to be diftributed among die 
poor. 

Mrs. Maigaret Lamb by her will gave two 
filver platess and 5L to buy more for the uie 
of die communion lervice. 

The right hoteourable Elizabedi eountefs 
dowager of Exeter, by her will ^ve 60L the 
intereft <^ which to be yearly diftributed a^ 
mong the poor of this pariih. 

N&s. Mary Walburge in 1725, gave two 
filver flaggonsy and lol. to buy more plate^ 
fox the uleof die communion fervice. 

St. Martin's is not (ubjeft to the govern- 
ment of Stamford, fays Butcher, yet is joined 
to it in all taxes, fubfidies, fifteenths, (c^) 
and other payments to the ftate, amouptii^g 
to die fifth part of a full mulft. 

Forfarfhr Donations /ee tfffMd^er^ Part* 



The NUNNERY 

Was feated on the ground whereon the ca- 
ftle had ftood, which is at prefeiit called 
the Nuns' Earai which Mr. Truman rents 
of the Earl of Exeter, and was called alfo 
Little Wothorpe; the abbot of Peterbo- 
rough was antiently lord of tloe manor, which 



HIST, cf SAINT MARTIN'S. 293 

Is thus defoibed in the Conqueror's furve;^^ 
the Ljatin is as rendered by Mr. Peck; 

In Writorp Alovin holds of the abby three virgatet 
ef land wWdi belong to Witeringham ; there are three 
Ibcnaca with one carrucate and anhalfy and four acres 
of meadow worth eight fliillingi. 

Socmen were the Ibccage tenants within 
the extent of fuch a manor* (r) 

This nunnery was of the order of St. Ben- 
net, and was alfo often called the convent or 
priory of St. Michael from the name of t^eir 
church. 

It was founded in 1156 by William Wa- 
tcrville abbot of Peterborough, who alfo 
built a church there for them called St. Mi- 
chael's) he coUeAed forty virgins, but their 
number probably increafed : they were to be 
fubjeft to the abbots of Peterborough, who 
put in the nuns, the priorefs and prior. They 
Acknowledged their fubje6fcion by paying eve- 
ry Michaelmas a noble to the abbots for 
mending their books. Waterville, a$ w^s 
faid before, page gave them the revenues 
of St. Martin's church ; this donation w^s 
made before wimefles in St. Michael's churdi 
in Stamford ; he alio gave them the thirds of 
the revenue of St..Firmin's (s) church at Thurl- 
by, for which they p^d annually a nqbje of 
filver, half at Rafter and half at Michaelmas, 
. to Peterborough abby, and they hcncefordi 
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alwa]^ prefent^d tf vicar Id tlu4 chords btfr 
now the preiirc^ and fdk>w» of Eatoi^ c(dlej^ 
prefent tfc vicar. 

In 1 170 Richard Humct, lord of Stamford, 
gave them St. Andrew's church in Stam^Hi^ 
at the requcft of William dc CohriHc barcm of 
Bjdbam^ this donation was madi^ in tke iiall 
of Stamford,, and the nuns always afcerwanfe 
prefented a vical' to this church. 

' WilKam Humcr, his fbn, gave them an-» 
miallf ten marks out of this lordihip. 

Achard of Stamford gave them All Saints' 
church in Stamford, and they ever after pre- 
fented a vicar to it. 

• * 

Abotit, I roo lord Hamon Peche gave them 
the tythcs of St, John's church at Cdrby. 

About 1 195 Afcelina Watcrville gave 
them half the revenue of Upton chapeF for 
the ufe of their kitchen -^ fhe alfo gave them 
the third of the above Gorby church and five 
bovates of land in Corby field near Siwdeld 
wood, towards keeping the anniverfary of 
^er death. 

Her married fifler Mattilda de Diva gave 
them more of the above chapel and diurch.; 
fhe gave her maid Adelicia de Capcni a bov- 
ate of land and lome houfes in Corby which 
the maid after gave alio to the nuns. Matil- 
da's feal ta this donation is in the pofTeflion 
of the earl of Exeter, and reprefents a whole 



HgmMli figmr fta&dii^» li^idiog a iower in 
her rig^Httd^.a rdie falls froo) tbe oyhu 
ef ber hetd beiuad to her feet» with ckU inn 
' fcription round the verge^ SigiUtofn Matildis 
lie Dira. 

WiUiim HuQoei'a in& Lucy gaw.tl^era 
half a m^k of fdrrroutof her Iwds at BmL 
creift towvnls keeiiiBg idie anniiKi&F]^ of: her 
death ; ihe afterwards gave them another haff 
(nark out of Bredcnort ; the origiQal deed ia 
jn the pofieflion <?f the eari of Exeter. 

King ]oim gave them yearly a loadbf 
thorns or dead roots out of his £bi«ft at Cliffi 
There is a tradition thatthia monandi had a 
houfe at CliflF, hence it was odled CHfflCegisi 
and either he or fa«ne of his fuccefloura lad 
fpacious fUb^pdols daere; the grauru^wf 
which ftill retaui |hexiaiyi0 ef the Giseat ^nd 
Littk Fifli^jxwk. '. 

In this king's reign kud Wm. Langvale 
gave them St. Clement's church in fidm^te.- 
Hi^h, fon of the ahoye Maud de Diiva» 
confirmed his mother's grant to th^. 
. Notwithftanding all thefe gifts» in 1226 
they^ were poor, for in diis year the biikqp of 
Lincoln, in confidoradon of their piyrer^^ aa 
he exprefles himielfy confirmed ihem ih ail 
their poffeflions. 

In 1228 Richard l>r6thfir of H^^ HI. 
fent letters of proteftio^ to the iheriff of Rut- 
land in their behalf. i 
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Wm» earl Warren lord of Stamford who 
died in 124O9 ^ve them 40s. every Michael- 
mas^ out of his mill at Wakefield for the uie 
of their kitchen. 

Another lord Hamon Peche who died in 
1 241, gave them more of Corby church : chis 
deed is in the earl of Exeter's hands^ 

About diis time Alice de WaterviUe wi- 
dow, gave them a virgate of land with a toft 
and a croft at Afhby in Northamptonfhire;^ 
worth eight {hillings a year, for the keeping 
6f the anniverfary of her and her dau^tcr 
Cecily's death. 

The original of this deed and the feal too^ 
isalfo in the hands of the fame earl. 

In 1284 they were fallen into extreme po« 
vcrty> and as alienations and appropriations 
of pariih churches were iniquitous ana (hame- 
ful, ib when the bifhop of Lincoln confirmed 
them in their (hare of Corby churchy he 
apologiies for it by faying that he grants it to 
their tearful cries with which they continually 
weary him, and to their great poverty which 
almofl extends to the miiery of extreme want. 

In 1296 three of the nuns were excommu^ 
nicated for lapng violent hands on another 
nun in die lame houfe, called Emnia of Efton, 
i. e. Eafton. (t) 

In 1539 ^^ hoiife was diflblved. 

There are feveral traditions both of the 
beauty of the Nuns' church and the ilately 
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remains pulled down, fays Mr» Peck, in the 
memory of nian. 

The man who threw down the fkft ftone 
yraskiUedj and another had his leg miferably 
fhatt^red. 

Nuns were., ufually coftfecrated by the bi- 
fhop or prior, who covered them inth a veil, 
the abbcis, on pain of excommunication, not 
daring to attentpt it* 

Formerly twenty-five> but how twelve 
years of age are thought fufficient for them to 
take uponthetn their vow. On the day of 
their ^luffion they aredrcffed in their richcft 
apparel, prefented to the bifliop with mufic 
|day ing, and tapers burning before them, and 
all other imaginable pomp and fplendoiv 
But when they arrive at the altar they are 
ftripped of all their glorious clothes, and 'tis 
almoit impoflible to imagine what hafte fome 
of thcfe young creatures make to put *on 
thcmfelvcs the habit of a nun ; that done, the 
bifhop puts on the veil and generally expref- 
* fes himfelf in thefe words, Audi, Filia, &c. 
which are fo well tranflated, lays Mr. Peck, 
by our old delpifed Englilh poet, John Hop- 
kins, that I beg leave to infert them. 

O daughter, take good heed. 
Incline and give good ear; 
Thou mnft forget thy kindred all, 
^nd father's hooie moil dear. 
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Then ihiU th^ kiw ^ftr# 

Thy beauty jfair aad trim; 
For why. Me is the lord' thy God^ 
And tbua nuft- worfliip biib». 

to .which die people faying, Amea, the vetfj 
is caft over her, and the rdig^ous women and! 
virgins preieot iohixe and embrace her« Af-j 
ti:r which, the bifl^p praying for and bleffixig 
]>q-, fhe is conduded to her cell* 

The lands of this nunnery reverting to the 
crown were, by queen Elizabeth granted to '| 
WilHam Cecil, baron of Burghley, in whofe 
pofterity it ftill continues. 

In 1 396 Edmund duke of York lord of 
Stamford, being at Stamford, ^*anted them 
fetters of prote£fcion, ^ich (ked, with a cu- 
rious impreflion of his ieal, is in the haikls o£ 
the eajti of Exeter. 

BURLfilGH. 

The earlieit 9^Qmt th^ we meet with in 
J^kis> ^t ]Uq^}Q abbot d* Peterbp|t>ugl% 

in 1063, bought it of king Edward for ^1^ 
norkft ^oif gold. 

Ia Dpofnfday book it is thus defcribed : 

In Barglca tcn^ (^oU|ridas %st$ virgat^s terre de ab^ 

bate. 
Terra eft 1 1 caimcalanun, in doonnio eft una ; et i r i 

fervi, et vij vtllaai cam i bordario : habcnt i carru- 

catam. &i iex acre prati, et iij acre filvar* Valuic 

xfoUdos; jnodo xl iblidoi, /•#. 
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In Bargle Goisfrid holds 3 virgates of land of the 
dbbott all the lands amounts to z carrucates, one is ia 
demefne and 3 fervants and 7 fillains with one borda* 
xius : they have one carrncate there are 6 acrefs of mea- 
dow and 10 acres of wood formerly let for 10 fhiUings 
now for 40 ihiilings. 

Hugo Candidus fays that in Burlee the 
chief tenant is Gcofity de Winton. William 
of Burglee holds three hides and one viigate 
and a half in Northamptonfcire^ to wit ia 
Burgelee and Armiflx)ne. 

In 1 1 45 Geoffry of Winchefter had Anncf- 
tun and Burghley in fee. 

In 1 325 Matilda lady of Burghley and own- 
' er of it's manor had a ion named Peter, who 
when he came to be lord of Burghley fold the 
manor to Robert Wyks>^ 

In 1329 Edward III. ^^ed to Peter de 
Burghley and his heirs free warren in all their 
demefne lands not within the bounds of the 
fbreft. 

In 1360 Thomas Spofford vicar of St, 
Andrews in Stamford and others, entailed the 
lands of Robert Wyks lord of Burghley to 
the children of the faid Robert fucceffively, 
viz. Edmund, Nicholas and Thomas, which 
laft was lord of Burleigh and had a numerous 
ifTue. (u) 

In 1397 Richard II. granted to Baldwin 
Harrington and Richard Furneys in fee, all 
the lands and tenements in Burghley which 

- V 
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1^7 IgielQnged to Arundd archbiihop of 
CxMs^hKory^ There is fi^equene mention of 
BurgWty chapel in old deeds. 

Qd;obcr 2S> i|585^ king William went to 
fee the houfe and fo much pleafed was his 
iT^«^ W^ tht buUdifig ma fine pauitings> 
thm kk i^nt again thr mxt mornii^ to have 
a feco^rf: i^iew « thsfesk 

Indeed^ fays HiMvgrave, it is a feat, truly- 
noble and magnificent ; tlie fabric is ftatelf 
and Fe^lii{iy adorned- with torrefs and cvipch- 
las, and however antient the archite^hire is, 
appeitt^ widl a futpri^g grandeur, and is 
unWeriklly allowed to have a- marvellous ef- 
ieS; tipon the ey^ in pro^eSr. We behold in 
the great court the three Greek orders of pil- 
lars, die t)oric, Ionic, and Corintlum> regu- 
larly dii^6d above one another* 

On the infide„ the many noble rooms of 
ftate^ the. rich mdr excellent furnituis;, the 
beds, fkd'eens> cabinets,, and delicate coUedion 
of fe^fhisfls, and. divers other remarkable cu- 
riofiti^s both of art and nature,, are tie fbb^ 
jcdt of eyety ingenious and inquifitive per- 
fon*s. admiration r but in a. more elpecial 
manner the pieces of Painting,, performed by 
levor.2j.of the mofl cddM-atcd maflers,. thofe 
paiiticiilarly- which this noble earl's grandfa- 

thei: coll^din. U^^y with, great fkill and cxr 
pence. 
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Experienced traveUers have affirmed that 
they met with nothing eitheir in Italy or 
France that exceeded them. The cieling 
paintings by Verrb (v) is inimitab]^ curious : 
every chmrnty in the hbufe, ^u^ very mi* 
merous^ h fronted wkh imrble of a diffatta: 
vein, 'and the csn^mtmk ^ibom Ae dum«* 
Dey pieces, wfafchisinimifaiiDiiof foiraiul 
birds Is ekpjal to life;; ' i 

Among die feirdrati^aluable piecef of ifb^ 
ture^ the moft 6xtj^eisakig^ of ^nf is the ftacue 
of AndromedEichauiei^to a rock, widi theiea 
monfter ready ta d^^mqr to^ aU c( aaecamt 
block of marbfe. Tfaegard^ cmak^ vttbd 
and die principal wwnocs render it' itar nteift 
defirable and mtdieSt^acm En^bxiiL . 

In947 Turkecill». kii^Edrfd'slordch^n^ 
cellor, gave the matior ^ y^otbargf to the 
monks of Cfoyland^ fo that the.abbo^ of 
Croylari4' was lord of thp manor> and if \v^ 
called Great Wothorpe to diffinguilh it from 
Little Wothorpe where the Nunnery flood. 

The Latin defcriptiori of it in Doomfday 
book is thiis tranflated by Mr. P^ck ; 

In Wridthorp S. GathUc had and hath one hide and 
an half towards paying tax» the whole is two carrocates^ 
one carrucate Is in demefne and eleven villains and 
devtfn boNlarerft with- iwd cairiKsatet. Therei aitf three 
acres of m^ow and one miU> whkh are let for iive 

fliillings but are wo|-th forty -fhilliogs. In the ftmc 
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book ii mentioned that the abbot of Peterborough held 
two hides of lands here of the abbot of Croyland» and 
Richard Humetbrd of Sunfbrd half a hide. 

« 

. In 1 1 09 Jofeid, abbot of Croyland, lent 
three monxs here to whom he gave the whole 
,viUage, feveral acres of land, a water-mill, 
and rfie fUhcry df thc.^1, and of his whole 
liver, alio fourteen natives (w) in the village^ 
and all ijie lands that they pofiefled &:c. lb 
that there was fik)n a finall monaftery here, 
bein^ a cell to diat of Croyland : one of theie 
moc^i viz. the prior, was a very learned per- 
foil ; they frequently jpreached to the Stanv 
ibrdians againft Jodaimi, taught thdr youth, 
and procured contdbutions for rebufldmg 
Croyiand abby lately burnt. 

As there was a college here called All 
S^nts' college, which, at it's fuppreffion, was 
valued at iL 1 9s. 4d. i ' perhaps this was the 
cell of dicfe monks^ ! 

There was, about the fame time, a fmall 
Nunncty here of the order of St. Benedift, 
but a great plagUe raging in England in 1349 
killed feveral, and the priorefs and all the reft 
of the nuns, iave one, ,fled, fo that it foon 
after fell into great poverty, and for thefc 
reafons in 13^4 in was united to the Nunne- 
ry at Little Wdthorpe. 

Thomas Holland earl of Kent, and Joan 
his wife were the patrons of thefe nuns of 
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Great Worthop ; both thefe were buried in 
the Grey Friary. (Seepa^ 28.) 

There was a village with a parifli church 
there, and the church belonged to them, lb 
that after the union of this pnory with that of 
Little Wothorpe the revenues of that church . 
and of the old priory belonged to the latter, 
but thefe were obliged to find a minifter to 
perform duty in it, and the biftiop of Lin- 
coln ordered that the above revenues fhould 
be applied only to the ufe of the nuns who 
were fick in the infirmairy of the houfe ; and 
to buy provifions for the cook, and for no 
other purpofe whatfoever; how long the 
church remained is unknown, but perhaps till 
1540, as there was then a Imall village here. 

The manfion houfe here was built by Tho- 
mas Cecil firft Earl of Exeter, which had a 
little walled park, ' and though the houfe is 
not very fmall, (for after the reflioration it 
was large enough to hold the duke of Buck- 
ingham and his family for fome years) yet fo 
mean did it appear in comparilbn to the other, 
that it's founder pleafantly faid that " he 
" built it only to retire to out of the duft^ 
" while his great houfe of Burnley was a 
"fweepirig," 
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NOTES on CHAPTER X, 



< a) Ut. f^ fer ibe Buus wrl^et the Ahms^ ima- 
^iag it to be focalledy I fuppofe, from it'^ abutting 
on or adjoining the town, but I rather .think it (hould 
be written Bwtts^ and had it't name fiom bow-flioodBg 
there, (at when bows^ wene ukd, in battk, men fre- 
quently flMt and excidicd their iluii by ihootii^ at 
2narks called Batta. 

(a) St. Martin*! High Street does not run due north 
and ioothy but fendi-eaft and north-weft. 

(c) The word viUnn did not then, as now> ooavey 
an idea of aioral tarpitude, bat the Briumst whom the 
SaxMt had ikhdned were ciill^d by them villains, be- 
Cfiuie thqr lived chiefly in vilUges, imd were only their 
flaves, belonging, together with their chitdien and ef- 
ftai, to dotord of Cteiiail, 1Sk» the reft of hii catOe, 

They were 4»f two i#m i^gardant and grofs ; the 
former belonged to the manor or land and therefore not 
tiansferrible ; the latter belonged to their $axpm lord 
and dierefeie were transferrible* 

(o) BoBdacctta B»rimi h derifVf^ fr«m th^ Ffmch 
word Bcrdt a cottage, and were thofe who held a honie 
with a little land annexed to it for hufbandry larger 
than a cottage* 

(b) Kvrthdmptwjhire was formerly written Nordban* 
tittu/an, but the firft fyllable is omitted in Doomfday 
book* Seepage ao3« 
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(f) St. ^fpfJiusorQiUs^N^shoxxi at Mbens 4^ho^t 
the year ^oo, and coming to France was «aa(k abbpt 
of Nijhuu 

(g) The leprofy was once fo frequent that there was 
fcarcely a town of note bat what had a leper houie bf • 
longing to it, yet, what is \tf^ extraordinary, it is 
cow almoft vaniihed from £/<ri^ while, on the con- 
trary, thefmall and great ppx ^49ake ^eat raya^^ 
which were then unknown, Uie former being Imported 
irom Ajy-ica^ the latter from America. Hail coin;axei>ce ! 
SL% the ComQiiflafy ^ys* 

The difappearance of the U^^voty U^ b^ medical 
writers, imputed to the frequent tife of the diareti-c 
herb tea, and the wearing of linen ae:^ the ikin, for 
the antients were ignorant of tea, and by wearing 
woollen next the flcin the perfpirable matter, by long 
lodging in it through feldom waihing, became noxious^ 
It is thought that the frequent wrings jorderf^d hy 
Mofes were more on account of health than religion* 

(h) The knights of the ^fy Sepulchre were.alip call- 
ed knights ho/pitaUers and knights of St. Johnoiyeru- 
J'alem ; the order began in 1099 and fu^pre^M in 1540: 
they had i9,cxx> lordihipa and manofft itiCir^i^^m 
belonging to them. 

The chief rent which fevctal houfts in this town a^d 
elfewhere pay to St. Sefulchrfe pariOi in London is /o 
paid, I imagine, becaufft filch houies belonged to thefe 
knights, Wee^ver fays that they wote on a olack robe 
a badge of five croffes reprefetiting the five wounds of 
our Saviour, though others fay that the Jeru/alem crofs 
had eiffht points, hence fuch houfes h4d Hon croiTes 
on tfa^tr tops with, h lAtay pointi. 

, (1) Mijs Fnlkr apd Mr* Judd apoiheeary and Jteaw 
fbeur live on the fp«t where St. StpMlchris fioo^» as 
did alfo EdniHtrd Dethe eA} ; Whofe mottumei^t is in Sr« 
Martin's ehorch ; and fince Mmy MagdeJen's chapel 
was but little higher in the ftrect, it is likely that tUe 
whole gronad betwetn ^ha Ge^ge ina and the opening 
that leads to fTethrpe b9i» beea uftd for fepulture^ 
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whil rendcfi thii probable is, that feveral human boi 
kave, in the nemory of man» been dug op in the vi 
fiftet, near the foundation of the formerold houfes 
ttoodfoutih of St SifulcAri*s and north of the 
chapeL 

After the deftroAion of the Trtfiyttrimu^ chapel, (i 
page ico) the gofcrnjnent, to prerent farther eni] 

It fadolc 



OBft faddledotalon||fame with Hmuy^woWs dn^ooni 
a Mr. fnldmm at that time kept the Gi§r£g inn ol 
whom one Mr. BdtM rented the tap. 

It was then cuibmary for the Jm€$bifes to drink 
queen Am^s tntmory kneeling and bare kneed ; wbiill 
Mr. Jf^ltpm was in this a£l one of the dragoons plmigell 
Bis fwovd into him which inftantly ktlied him ; on t 
fudden an innomerable rabble furronnded the inn arm- 
ed with all forts of domeftic weapons, broke all it'i 
innA)Ws, and threatened to dem<^iih it utterly nnlcfs 
the ddinqnent was given np« but the vilidn efcaped 
out of the back gate. 

The prefent mmt was boilt fince that tii»e. 

(k) Gntftrd church was alfo dedicated to St. Tit- 
nuu d Bicka commonly called Thomas §f Ctrntirhnry, 

Manbiw Paris fays thatTaefday was ever a r^mark- 
abledav to him, on a Tuefday he was made archbifhof , 
on a Tuefday he was baniihed, on a Tuefday he re* 
turned from baniihment, 00 a Tuefday he was muf 
thered, on a Tuefday he gained the palm of martyr- 
dom ^ on a Tuefday, fifty jrcars after his death, his 
body received the honour of traailation. 

People of all ranks, not only Irom all parts ofEni' 
hmd but from the continent aUb, made a pil^rimtge 
to his ihrine, mneh as the Twrh once in their lives 
make apUgrims^ to Mecuh and thejr w^e looked op- 
cm as not over devnot who had not rafited it. Cbauar 
Skyt 

I I.I fro every (hire's end 
OfEs^[k9§4f to Cam$ri»ry ihey wend. 
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*The company during their long journey thither afed 
to amufe themfetves with tellitig tales, and from thence 
we call a long ftory a Canterhury tale. 

Out of a multitude of mitacles performed by this 
holy man I (hall only mention one — - In our hiftonah 
P. FirgH we read that being reputed the king*senemy» 
he became fo deipifed and hated, that as he was rjdlng 
through Str»iul in Kent the inhabitants cut off his 
horfe's tail, but by this ad they became a perpetual re- 

{ roach, all thofe who defcended from that generation 
eing born with tails like beafts. 
I cannot learn whether any of this caudiferous gene- 
jration exiH there at prefent. 

From the above, as a fample, the unlettered reader 
may perceive what a mafs of corruption the Roman 
religion is. It i« hard indeed to fay whether the impu- 
dence of the clergy was greater in forging, or the ftu- 
pidity of the laity in fwallowing a lie of fuch a mag- 
nitude. 

Theiktherof this turbulent prieft was a Londonratx^ 
chant, his mother a Syrian woman ; Henrj II. advan- 
ced him firft to the chancellorihip and then to the pri- 
macy of Canterbury^ but he was fcarcely warm in his 
feat when, like too manyof all religions, miftakinga 
fiery fpirit for holy zeal, be gave hisfovereign immenfe 
trouble^ for which in procefi of time he got his brains 
knocked out at the altar and a faintihip from the pope. 
I9 an antique iUamination in the Cottonian library 
Btckit is depided as difputing with his fovereign. 
Another reprefents his murder and him holding l^p his 
arm to ward the blow of the fword, both of which are 
engraved by Strutt in his Regal and Eeclejiafttkal An'- 
ti^uities* 

In his time bilhops refufed ecelefiaftical offenders to 
be tried by the laws of the land, and only inflifled 
fome flight penance or fine, fo that the moH profligate 
ruffians crowded into the lower order of the clergy, 
and comniitted what robberies* rapes and murder^i 
they thought fiu 
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A pnA hf d debaacbed a lady and fiterwards pol^ 
Ixckly mnrdiered her father* vet Becie^ would not UxfEet 
thia monfter to be given npm trial, 

Hpwti Dha prince of V'iW^/ wbodiied in the year 
046 oi^dered an odd kind of paniflimeiH for a rape* for 
he who conmitted one and denied ix» and it was then 
provedi was obliged to pay a« maayr Aillinga m wookl 
cover the woman^A poneriors; thii the reader will 
ouickly perceive to have been a very vneqoal law, 
«nce fome men wodd be obCged Co pay as many more 
IhiHings as others. 

The modern expaeffion ofBemJk 9/ Claru in felo- 
nies not capital came from the above ciiRom of clergy- 
man when convicted of lelony, claiming co be delivered 
over to their ordinary to clear themXelves^ which was 

f ranted : government alfo* to encourage learning, or- 
ained that fuch perfons as were found guilty of cer- 
tain felonies, for the firll time, {hould not fuffer death 
provided they coald read a verfe or two in a Latin 
book, in a Qothic black cbarader* commoiUy called a 
neck 'Virjiy which if the crimioa] did» the ordinary 
called out to the court that be read like a clergyman, 
and he was therefore only burnt in the hand. 

Yet after the year 1 400* fays ^s4Vc/^»# there was fo 
little learning in the nation that there were biihops 
who did not know their letters^ fo that in fome fy no- 
dical fubfcriptions thefe words are to be found, " As 
** my lord bi(hop cannot write hiinftlf» at his reqaefl 
^« I have fubfcribed.'* 

(l) St. Martin was a foldier, and after taking orders 
he built the firft monailery in Frantt^ made biihop of 
Touts in that kingdom and died in the year 400 ; the 
Fnncb ufed to carry his helmet in their army to en- 
tourage them and to procure victory % he is the patron 
of Fintnerst and his day was the antiept quarter day, 
the other three being Candltmasf Wbit/untidtt and 
Lammas or Auguft the \t^. 

(m) I Ihould be very forry to offend the inhabitants 
of St» MartHn^s, nay as I am a native of the parifii I 



Ihonld be natondk fuppofed to have a prediledion fot 

is, yet I cannot (o eimly allow them to have had tha 

honour of an annual bull running* the original LMtim 

not implying it, the words of which are only out iaunts 

buientur it vindirnwr^ which Mr* P^ri hun&lf hai 

Tendered, which bull ftfwld bt ufid .a»d fold^ but why 

he fliould trom thence poiiuvely infer a bull rannli^ 

is quite on the wrong ude of my comprehen£on» for it 

is hiehly probable that fo remarkable a circumfiance 

would have been mentioned in the manufcript. 

(n) John tiujjell was inftalled bilhop alldnt^lm iii 

1480, and as Edward W. died in 1483 io St. Martian 

church cannot \t more than 305 nor Leis than toz 

years old ; he was alfo lord chancellor, and chancellor 

of Oxford Hniverfity. If aqy ihould think it lirange 

that a bifiiop of Lincoln (hould afiift the building of a 

church in the diocefe of feterhorougbt he may be in* 

jbrmed that the bilboprick of Peterborough did not thea 

exift, both that and Oxford being carved oot of Lincoln 

diocefe in iS4ij which is the reafon that the biihops 

of the latter had the authority over all the religious 

hoafes in Northamptonfiire which are mentioned in 

Feck*s Annals* 

This John Ruffell buUt alfo the bifliop of UncolnU 
palace at Bugden. 

The figure in the church window of the devil flying 
dway with an unknown church has long difappearedn 
and who it wa> that ran away with the devil is alfo un^ 
known* 

The, painted glafs in the large saltern and the foui^ 
other wired windows was fodifpofed nearly thirty years 
fince by an artift emploved by the earl of Zxeter ; thQ 
glafs, of which the imailche<jaered fquares were form«? 
cd, bdng ftaiaed at Burleigh* 

Some of the old painted glafs beloa^jc; to the church, 
with fome brought from ^nape in torkjhirip and others 
from Warwickjbiret which lord Brooke ^ve the earl, 
were then arranged and farrounded with the fiained 
f^qaies pi&orewife as we now fee them. 
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Paintins; on glafscaxhe into EnglamihbovLt the rtigjk 
cf Henry ITI. who began his reign in 1216; the be^ 
glafs paintings in this kingdom are in Tork miiifter« 
the priory of great Malvirn in Worctfttrjhirey and in. 
Fairford church near Gkucejier ; the latter was taken, 
in a (iiip bound for Rome by John Fon$ e(q; ia Himrj \ 
Vllth's reign ; Font built the church for it's fake, and 1 
it fnrnifhed twenty windows, in one is the devil driv- 
ing an old woman to hell in a whedbarroiv r Jilbett 
Durer or Hans Holbein are thonght to be the defigners. 

(0) Some account of this confummate ftatefinan lord 
Burgbley was given page 1 84 ; he was defcended from 
a family fetcled in ff^alet, the firft we read of being 
Robert Sitjih who in the time of IVilUam Rufus helped 
to conquer Glamorganjhin ; but Ferftegan thinks that 
the name was derived from the Roman C^tilun 

His diligence and memory were fo prodigious* that 
though in term time he frequently received an hundred 
petitions daily* yet on the next morning iB £oing to 
the hall* when any of the petitioners cameror an an- 
fwer he quickly remembered the fubje^ and gave them 
an anfwer. 

He was deemed fo firm a fupport to the proteftaot 
religion that he was twice attempted to be ailaflinated 
on that account. 

He was confined in the tower a year and half as one 
of the friends of the duke of Somerfet* 

A writer of his life* who knew him Well* feys that he 
was of a merry difpofitioo* but what is feldom the 
concomitant of fuch a difpofition* his temper was fo 
equal that he was never feen elated with good nor de« 
prefTed by bad accidents : thefe enviable qualities of 
the mind were very conducive to that longevity which 
he attained. 

One of his maxims is fo remarkable that i| is fre- 
quently quoted by political writers* viz. That J^land 
could never be undone but by a paHiament* 

- Indeed among the many of his maxima-recorded in 
^^li|^ tj^e feems to be only one that can be contrq* 
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verted^ viz. *'A ftate can pever be fafe where two reli- 
gions are tolerated "'— this is contradided by long ex- 
perienee in every protellant date, and our own gov- 
ernment made fo light of it that it has lately counte- 
nanced the moil intolerant religion in the univerfe, 
the members of which alfo acknowledge a head para* 
mount to the Hate although born in it. 

But properly fpeaking there never were but two re- 
ligions in the nation, viz. Chrifiianity zvi6, Judaifmp all 
the others being only different modes of worfhip or the 
fame religion, about which there is frequently as much 
^animofity as' though one of the parties were Mai^nU" 
tans* 

(p) Mildred his fecond wife, though Qnly twenty 
two years of age when ihe married, yet underflood 
Crigi (o well as to tranflate Qbryfifiom* 

(<l) Fifteenths ot tenths were the real fifteenth or 
tenth paft of the fubjefb' moveables, firft granted to 
lUnry II. for the croifade. In the reign of Ednjoard III. 
they were reduced to a certainty by the cities, bor- 
oughs and townfhips being ratea according to their 
value then, which fifteenth amounted to 29,0001. and 
ever after kept' that proportion though money got niore 
plentiful, every pariih then knowing what fum to raife. 

In the De/ido'Ata Curio/a we read of Trinity chapel 
in St. Martin's 9 and that befides St. Thomases chapel 
on the bridge there was alfo over the fame bridge St. 
Jobn^s chapel ; the lands belonging to ail thef^ were 
called Ghapei lands. 

(r) Soecage tenants were freeholders who paid a 
yearly rent inftead of performing knights* fervices. 

(s) 6t. Firmin was the firft bi(hop of Amiens in 
France and fufiered martyrdom in the year aSy* as did 
St. Cri/pin .alfo. 
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(t) All old poet iiitrodiices a Friar Aat relaoa^ c 
-Nuanery quarrel ; 

I was fomety tne a frere and the convent's gardiaer^ 
t have an aunt a nun and an abbefs both» 
I have been coke in her kitchin and her convert ienred 
' Many moneths with hem and with monka both, 
I was the priorefs potager (i) and other pore ladits^ 
Ihty made hen jowts (2) of jangling s tkat dame 

JoM was a Mihu-d» 
And dame Clarenci a knight's dougktert a cuckold 

was her iire. 
And dame Ptmd 4 prieft's ffle^ (3) pfiorela was Ae 

never* 
For (he had child in cherry time» al our thuptmr hit 

wift, (4) 
or wicked words then Wrath their ipeeth made« 
Till thou lieft» and thou Heft, lopen(j;) otttatoaoe« 
And either hit other onder the cheke* 
Had they had knives bv Chrift either had killed other 
But if I tel any tales tnei taken them togetheor 
And make me faft on Fridays on bread and watery 
I am challenged in Cbafttr hoofeas I a child were* 
And balacedon the bare ars, 

: Ii is nat eafy to iky whether the poet*t expfdBoa or 
Ae ladies' quarrel be the poiitcft» 

Wilfan an hiftorian writes that when in 1626 he was 
with the Enflijk army in CUvetandf the foldiers in call- 
ing up their intrenchments near a Nunmry dug up 
many large butter pots that had a child in each* lome 
newly dead, others confunied to the bones, the faid 
babes being conceived by the religious iifters, I fup- 
pole^ aft^ along and terrible confli£t mtk ^ataut 

Ott\t\ by SatoH and by ^/>r. 

Sore buffeted the man within.— -—J&irr/Vi« 

Tact widow of Edwin king of Northamiirlafid was 
the firft Englijb nun, and the lirft nunnery was at Airi- 

(1) maktr of troth. (1) taunts. (3) daughter ^ from filia* 
(4} it Amow* (5) isaftd cut. 
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gn£ in Si^Hyc bmnitA hf fpktnwsU biAlep ofionJpvf 
wherein he placod JifiVA^V^Mcrot black nans. 

The ftrifteft ordeif of Ntms !» duht ef St. C/t;r4( which 
is the order of St* Ftaoeis aad wear gjr«y clothes liko 
his friars» flie living* at the iame tisne and born in* the 
fame town that he was botn^ and was the &ril nua of 
that order : they, are called the poor Ci'atdt* 

The Muhiu face is chiefly made by feven or eigiit 
hundred Btguin nuns who live in MeMnt, and takings 
no vows may quit their conitoemenit and marpy% 

AbbeiTes ufed to fit in ous parliaments.; in one held 

in the year 694, £wf9 S^ptimtut^ fehejr^ fan and delibesated^.^ 

and feVeral fobfcribed the decr«9a made in- it. Thigi 

Cut, (ays Ingulf ku$^ in that hddia the year 85,$. la 

the reiggs of Eanryi III* and Edmard I. four we^ fum^ 

snoned to parliament^ viz* thofe of Shafifiury^ Bath" 

ing^ fVincbefter and Wilton* Tit. Hon, p.. jl^ and 

JVbitilock^s Notes, vol. I. p. 479. , 

A melancholy thing it is to. rdledl how much thefex 

is funk in dignity fince this araf for a large corpulent 

abbefs in her/ parliamentary lobes mig^t cut a vary 

refpeiEbable figure among the peer^s; of old r What» 

precious morfei for an. antiquary woald one of theiiF 

^eeches prove t . 

Even fo late a( the latter end of the fifteenth centu-*- 
ry we find the fex &ill preferving. fome power in* the^ 
iUte» for in l^/^ Dorothy FachingtoH widow appointed* 
two burgciTeft for- J^fiury^ as appears from the retoriy. 
prefevedin tbeiSo/// chape) » wheivin (he fays, m Iran 
^. tify and approve whatever they (hall do as much at 
<< if I were in the parliament myfelf. *^ Weil icdd- 
i)orotby. 

Nowralas, the. law amufements often and cardtien- 
grofs their time, whichij imagine were introduced in« 
to the kingdom by fome fiate* Maehiuwihf who envy- 
ing their talents hit upon this mode Q(^ cuming their 
attention from nationl objeS«» 

(v) This Thomas Wykes had a fon named Gmtvis 
who was chief magiftrate. of Stamford in i^oi* ( (^ 
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page tio)^ and owned the manor of SurUigbs as did 
alio Henry grandfon of Garvis who was >icar of jfU 
Smiutt* and died in i(o8, (fee page 245.) After whole 
death his coufin Margant fold the manor to Richard 
Cicil father of Sir fFm. Cuilvfho was created baron of 
BurgUey in 1 ^7 1 and eredlbed the prefent houfe, on the 
chapel fpireof which is cut the date 1585. In one of hir. 
letters dated the fame year he fays <<My houfe of Bur- 
liigb is. of my mother's inheriunce who liveth and is 
the owner thereof and I but a farmer^ and for the build- 
ing there I have fet my walls upon the old foundation, 
indeed I have made the roagh hone walls to be fqoare, 
and yet one fide remaineth as my father left it me.'' 

This is theeaftern fide wherein are the chapel, (not 
it*8 fpjte,) haU» Reward's parlour and kitchen. 

The upper feat on the left hand fide of the chapd 
was called queen EUxahetb^s feat from her fitting there 
during divine fervice. 

Burleigh was fometimes written Burly fometimes 
BurwelL 

(▼) rerrio was much employed in this nation by the 
nobility ; he painted the hall and chapel at Cbat/<w9rtb 
and alA> feveral pieces in Wiudfir caftle in the reign of 
Charles TI. fome of which he was alhamed of I 
when he grew old ; he drew the honfekeeper one of ! 
the furies, and among the fpe^ators of Chrifl's heal- { 
ing the fick he has painted himfelf in a long peruke ; 
he alfo put one of tne earl's maid fervants, who had ^ 
offended him* into his picture of Hell at Burleigh. \ 

From his being frequently employed in cieling 
painting was, I imagine, one reafon why Pope called 
his figures *« /Vrr/Vx iprawling faints." 

The great dining room, called by Teung the bow- 
window room, WB^ painted .by La Gsfrrr^. . 

The marble ftatue of Andromeda was done by Peter 
tiimvt of Befaueon. 

After king William was tired with walking about 
in the houfe, meeting one of the earl's fervants on the 
Hairs he aiked him fpr a borfe to ride about the gard- 
ens, but the man not knowing hismajefiy refafed him* 
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I imagine that this vforkj Didckmanf whodifregard* 
tA drels^ and befides was not of much dignity in pa*- 
[on, did not appear to this martal as a perfon of any 
(brt 6f confequence. At ingnuum ingens iuculto tauhae 
hoc /uh corporis for ht was one of the beft princes that 
have fwayed the Britifi fceptre. 

From his taciturnity he was called i^ Holland the 
filent man ; and from his 3rottth to the honr of death he 
bore a rooted averfion to Louis XIV. 

At the battle of the Byue it was faidthathewa? ihot 
by a mufket ball near the collar bone, and what is very 
remarkable^ though he had been longoppreffed with an 
jiftbtna it left him daring the continuance of the wound 
and returned after it was healed* 

His majefly lay ii^ the honfe wherein Dr. Jaekfon 
now relldes. 

A very uncomtnon accident once happened at Bur-^ 
leigbi in the Defidtrata Curio/a we read that <<a fervant 
dreaming his lord called him* ran to the window in- 
dead of the door, and tumbled headlong from the top 
of the houfe, yet efcaping the broad (labs lying along 
the fides of the houfe, he fell on the grafsplat Unhurt.'* 
I ihoaid imagine hotvever that he mull have beea 
thoroughly awakened* 

When the hill, over which the old road ran in a 
(Iraight line, from the gfeat weftern gate to the houfe, 
was lowered, there was dug up not far the houfe, aftone 
cofHn wherein the very bones were reduced to diiil^ 
iieither was there any infcription upon it. 

There is a large and excellent ^olle£libn of Paint- 
ings in this houfe ; Cbrift bleffing the elements by Gar^ 
h Dolch^Sineed*! death by Jordanus^ and a Vinus Ana^ 
dyomm by Titian^ are accounted eminently capital. 
J^;/&i painted the latter fubjedandhis pidurefold 
for^9.375l. 

-^ — ' I 11 I I ■ !-> 

\ Arthur Young fays Carh ffofciy but intht I^rfiiifrKfaikrnfa it 
u faid tkat Giovanni BapH^ was die artift. 

X 
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Here is al(b acompleatferies of P^/a/ tnedala wlu'ci 
the prefent earl procared in one of Kis voyages 'm\» 
Jtmlj, 

In the dhiwing room is a chimney glafr of one phtc, i 
fays Toting^ that meafnres 7 feet by 4. 

The fbllowitog are the dimeniions of fome of tbe 
rooms according to the fame author. 

The Drefling room, -— 27 feet by 18^ 

Drawing rooin — 30 27. 

Dining room, ■■ ■ j^-* < z^. 

Billiard room 9 — 33— ..2I. 

Bow-Window room» 45—' ~33« 

Chapel, — 33— 21. 

The Arms of the earls of Exeter are Barry of ten, ar- 
gent and azure ; over all 6 efcutcheonsy 3, 2, and i, 
fable, each charged with a lion rampant of the £eld. 

Creft, On a chapeau^ gules, turned up, ermine 2 
garbs,§ or, fupportcfd by 2 lions, that on the dexter 
ude, argent, on tHe finiiter, aznre« 

Supporters. Two lions ermine. 

Motto. Cor uhum via una ; i« e. One heart oneway. 

It is remarkable that thefe fliould be the only 
\Arms among all the nobility of this kingdom whofc 
creH has fupportcrs. 

(w) Nativfcs »A//i>/ were the villains children, (fee 
page 2'94 ) and fb called becaufc they were born on 
their lord's eilate ; thfe word knave originated from 
this, fingifying o*ly a fervent, as does the knave in a 
pack of cards. In Whkliff's tranfhtion of the Bibfe 
there is faid to be this exprcflion " Pa ar a knave of 
" Jefus Chrift.'* 

A male child by old writers is alfo called a knave 
child ; the poet Gotver fays «* A knave child between 
<« them two they gate.'* And in Exodus h 16, of the 
above tranflation it is written "If it be a knave child." 



^ A Garb, in Heraldry, means a flicaf o£ wheat oranyothof 
graui} and is an emblem of plenty. 
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St. Guthlac was abbot of Crtylanit and as he fre- 

Jnently ufed to flog himfdf be was always painted or 
;alptai»d with a whip in his hand. 
X^nomat firft earl o£ Exeter wzs thefirll nobleman 
who was advanced to the title of Earl of the principal 
city whilcjuiother had the dignity of Earl of the fame 
county^ K)r Cbarks Bletiut war then earl o(De^onflinre» 
On Jfiriig^ 1722, died in tTetborp houfe John earl 
of ExetiTg uncle to the preient earlf who was A^tmarr 
Tied. At that time there was mnch water in the ponds 
near the houfe^ and he taking cold by fifhing died in 
a few days of a mortific«ktoM m his bowels. 

The hoafe being much decayed, the body of i% was 
pulled down by the prefent earl, and it's materials em- 
pltytd ih building the Ihtbles at Burleigh^ 



Tie End of th Jntient Pant. 
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